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Decemser 14.—The annual report of the register 
of the treasury of the commerce and navigation of the 
U. States, was laid before the senate,—5,000 copies 
were ordered to be printed. 

A number of memorials and petitions were pre- 


DesTRUCTIVE rLoop.—The Susquehanna and Del- 
aware rivers were very high at our last dates thence. 
The Ohio, at Wheeling, had 35 feet in the channe! 
on Thursday evening. Parkersburg and Marietta 
were literally inundated. At Cincinnati the river 
on the 16th was as high as the memorable flood of 
1832 Thousands were driven from their homes— 


ships were floated from their stocks in the building 


red right 3 o people ood to form a free sovereign 
state, with the powers and privileges of the original 
members of the confederacy. " Sah 
Mr Niles submitted a resolution that the auditors of 
the ety - chiefs of nares of the navy depart- 
“ft . merit be entitled to seats on the floor of the senate. Mr. 
= rt yin Fegan of A aes were with-| Breese objected to its consideration and it wae laid he 
n from the files and referred to appropriate | 4i,der the rule. [The resolution was adopted next day.) 
committees. Mr. Cameron introduced the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the secretary be directed to furnish 
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mur and the yards. The gas works and water works both had to} The standing committees of the senate were then 

rmishing had suspend ig ag Pee represents the scene ee See rg re Pos: Ayres eon Pat yale gna 
Accounts O : cic A ; . .| Gy received them, the same number of copies of th 

| Sunderbund n foreign relations— Messrs. Sevier, Benton, Web constitution and other books ordered to be farnishied to 


glong the river as presenting a sad spectacle. Scarce. 
9 house but what was surrounded by water. 

Tue seconD FENNSYLVANIA REGIMENT. Lieut. 
Rankin, of the 2d Pennsylvania regiment, in a letter 


ster, Hannegan and Mangum. 

On finunce— Messrs. Atherton, Dickinson, Clayton, 
Hunter and Phelps. 

On commerce—Messrs. Dix, Breese, J >hnson, of 
Md., Cameron and Davis, of Mass. 


senators by the resolutions of February 18, 1847. 
—Which led toa considerable debate; when, on mo- 
tion it was referred to the joint committee on the library. 
The senate adjourned. 
DecemsBer 15. The Vice President laid before the 
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a tariff, based to some friends at Pittsburg, mentions the ravages} 
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: rope who left Pittsburg but one year ago, 300 cannot On agriculture—Messrs. Sturgeon, Turney, Spru- | o¢ the paar ct pore. > superintendant 


now be mustered. ance, Atherton and Corwin. 
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war department, erowd from our pages much of the 
usual variety this week. We could insert nothing of 


more interest. 


eleran at New O.leans and wherever he has stopped 
pn his route to spend a few weeks with his family, was 


jon, we found too long for our space and rather than 


The reports of the secretaries of treasury and of the 


Gengrat TaxLon—The recep‘ion of the war-worn 


o cordial, so euthusiastic, that it must have dune his 

sart good. The accounts we had prepared for inser- 

iminish we defer it. 
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Decenpern 13. The credentials of Mr. Bell, of 
enn., were presented by Mr. Turney. Mr. B. was 
hen duly qualified and took his seat. 

“~ Yulee, from Florida appeared and took his 
at. 

The Vice President laid before the senate. 

The annual report of the secretary of the treasury 
) finances. 

The annual report from the treasury department 
b the operations of the general land office. - 

A communication from the same department show- 

g the amount of treasury notes issued, outs‘and- 
5) . 

And also a communication from the war depart- 

nt, in obedience to a resolution on the 15th January 

t, containing information relative to the commerce 
i navigation of the lakes, western rivers, railroads, 
ans of defence, &c. 

Mr. Bradbury presented resolutions of the legisla- 
re of Maine, recommending the construction of 
ilroad from Lake Michigan to the Pacific Ocean 
the plan submitted by Asa Whitney. 

The Sabine—Mr. Johnsen, of La., submitted the 
lowing: 

Resolved, That the committee on commerce be 
\ructed to inquire into the expediency of making 
appropriation to remove the vbstructions to the 
gation of the river Sabine; and that the resolu- 
ls of the legislature of Louisiana, the report, and 
ao papers on file in relation thereto, be referred 

€ said committee. 

oe! senale directed that the committee on milita- | 
n¢ thaton naval affairs each consi t of seven 
mbersg. 

m ' of wne senate. The senate proceeded to bal- 
nd neers of the senate. Mr. Dickens re- 
me votes, and was declared elected. 
amgoant at arms.—Robert Beall received 37 of 

Piso hanetnge and was declared duly elected. 
one eper.—Isaac Holland received 49 of tke 
© C a oat and was declared duly elected. 
vf ay ain—the Rev. Henry Slicer received 31 
he oles taken, and was declared duly elected. 
ap mate OF THE STANDING COMMITTEES. 

> a a said, he had before him a list that 
1 Of the eee had been agreed upon for chair- 
ld pro standing committees, to save time he 

bets — that they be appointed. Agreed to. 
organig €S appear aschairmen accordingly to 
449M Ol the commitiees as inserted de- 


On military affairs— Messrs. Cass, Benton, Cri'ten. 
den, Davis, of Mississippi; Dix, Badger and Rusk. 

On.the militia— Messrs. Ru-k, Atchison, Greene, 
Fairfield and Underwood. 

On naval affairs —Messrs. Fairfield, Yulee, Miller, 
Bright. Johnsen, of Maryland; Cameron, and Badger. 

On public lands— Messrs. Breese, Ashley, Corwin, 
Feleh and Underwood. 

On private land ctams—Measrs. Yulee, Foote, 
Johnson, of La., Downs and Berrien. 

On Indian affairs—Messrs. Atchison, Sevier, Phelps 
Downs and Bell. 

On claims— Messrs. Mason, Westcott, Underwood, 
Bradbury and Baldwin. 

On revolutionary claims— Messrs. Bright, Bradbury, 
Upham, Rusk and Jotiuson, of La. 

On the judiciary—Messrs. Ashley, Butler, Berrien, 
Wescott and Dayton. 

On the post office and post roads—Messrs. Niles, 
Sturgeon, Pearce, Rusk and Corwin. 

On roads and canals—Messrs. Hannegan, Foote, 
Clarke, Sturgeon and Spruance. 

On pensions — Messrs. Jotinson, of Louisiana, Felch, 
Phelps, Davis, of Miss , and Batdwin. 

For the District of Columbia—Messrs. Cameron, 
Hunter, Miller, Foote and Greene. 
_On patents and the patent office—Messrs. Westcott, 
Turney, Davis, of Massachusetts, Dickinson aod 
Dayton. 
On retrenchment— Messrs. Turney, Douglass, Man- 
gum, Niles and Clarke. 

On the territories —Messrs. Douglass, Bright, Clay- 
ton, Butler, Davis, of Mass. 

On the public buildings— Messrs. Hunter, Yulee and 
Spruance. 
On the library—Messrs. Pearce, Davis, of Miss., 
and Mason. 
On the expenditures of the senate—Messrs. Felch, 
Niles and Pearce. 


Bills reported, read and referred. 
By Mr. Diz, a bill to establish a branch mintatN. 


York. 

A bill respecting certain collection districts. 

A bill to facilitate a compromise with Mr. Quack- 
enboss, &c. 

By Mr. Breese a bill to reduce and graduate the 
price of public lands, and for other purpuses. 

By Mr. Dickinson, a bill to amend the act of 3d of 
March, 1813 reiative to seamen on board public and 
private ships of the U. Srates. 


Mr. Westcott A bill further to carry into effect Art. 
9 ot the Florida treaty respecting certain losses of Span- 
ish subjects in West Florida. aes 
Annexation policy—Territorial organization. Mr. 
Dickinson submitted the following resolutions, whicd 
were ordered to be printed: 

Resolved, That, in organizing territorial government 
for territories belonging to the United States, the princi- 
ples of self-government upyn which our federative sys 
tem rests will be best promoted, the true spirit and mean- 
ing of the constitution be observed, and the confedera- 
cy strengthened, by leaving all questions concerning the 
domestic policy therein tu the legislatures chosen by the 
people t sereot. 

Resolved, (hit true poliey requires the government 
of the United Siates to sirengt en the political and com- 
mercial reiations upon this cuntinent, by the annexation 
of such contiguvus territory as may Cunduce to that end, 
and can be justly obtalued; and that, neither in such ac- 
guisition nor in the territorial ag thereof, can 
uny coudiauns be constitutionally iinposed, or insti'u 
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ed the following resolutions: 

Resolved That to conquer and hold Mexico, either 
as a province or incorporating it into the Union, is 
inconsistent with the avowed object of the war, con- 
trary to the settled policy of the government, in con- 
flict with its character and genius, and, in the end, 
must be subversive of all our free and popular insti- 
tutions. 

Resolved, That no line of policy in the farther pro- 
secution of the war should be adopted which may 
tend to consequences so disastrous. 

On motion of Mr. Calhoun the resolutions were 
ordered to be printed. 

Washington monument. Mr. Miller asked and ob- 
tained leave to bringin a joint resolution authoriz- 
ing the erection, on the public grounds in the city of 
Washington, of a monument to George Washington, 
which resolution was read a first and second time by 
unanimous consent and referred to the committee on 
the district of Columbia. 

Mr. 4ichison, submitted a resolution instructing the 

committee on military affairs to enquire as to the 
expediency of reviving sundry acts of congress pro- 
viding for the payment of horses and other property 
lost or destroyed whilst in the public service. 
The resolutions submitted yesterday by Mr. Dick- 
inson, being next in order, Mr. D. remarked that he 
would not press their immediate consideration, but 
would call them up after the holydays. The senate 
then adjourned. 


December 16. The Vice President laid before the 
senate a communication from the department of wer, 
in compliance with the resolution of the senate of 
the Yth inst., calling for the military reconnoisances 
made in California, &c. by Lieut. W. H. Emory, 
with maps and notes. 

Two thousand copies were ordered to be printed. 
Also, a report from the secretary of the senate, 
shawing the disbursements under the eontingent fund 
of the senate up to the 4th inst. 

Also, the proceedings of a meeting in Philadelphia 
in favor of the war. 

On motion of Mr. Atherton, so much of the Pre- 
sident’s message as relates to finances, was referred 
to the committee on finance. 

The late senator Speight. Mr. Foote, rose and an- 
nounced to the senate in a few and appropriate re- 
marks, the death of Jesse Speight, late senator from 
the state of Connecticut, and concluded by moving 
resolutions that the senate in respect to the memory 
of the deceased, go into mourning for thirty days, 
and that the senate do now adjourn. 

The senate adjourned until Monday next. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Monpar Dec. 13.—The Speaker announced the 
Standing Couimittees—-[See tne jast page, this num- 
ver. ] 

Ovituary—Senator Huntington.—A message from 
the senate announced the death of the Hou. James 
W. Huntington, senator from the state of Coanecti- 
cut. 

Mr. John A. Rockwell, of Connecticut, rose and 
wade su appropriate aad impressive relereace to tig 
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public snd private worth of the deceased, and con-| the committee on commerce among the states to| Mr. Andrew Stewart was in favor of referrin a er was 

eluded by moving the usual testimonials of resper!| take into consideration all such petitions and matters | document to a select committee, and as he conse” vembled | 
fof he memory of a deceased member, which were | and things touching the appropriation of the public | ed the message a very important one, he wished eT 

QAsnimously adopted—and the house in further tes-| money for the improvement of the navigation of he impither 


timony forthwith adjourned. | 
Tvrspay, Decemser 14.—Mr. Barringer and Mr. 


rivers, lakes, harbors, and inlets, both upon the sea 
board and in the interior, and not of the said com- 


ommittee to be composed of one member 


fro 
state of the union. m tag 


Mr. S. warmly maintained | 






















governme 


med for 


right of the general government to construct eor,: 

n H. Shepard, owing to indisposition, were mittee on foreign commerce. classes of internal improvements. “erly nee en 
excused from serving on the committee of agricul: | Mr. Housten explained the scope of bis amend- ie aenes of ~ Carolina, made a few remai, per an 

Ye.” OBE 2 EEK. — ment. and moved to have the message .nserted 0, ,,' Mame” °° 
bei Boyd was excused from serving on the com-| Mr. Vinton, would not object tothe amendment jurnal.  - | 0 the How 
mittee on accounts. offered by the gentleman from Delaware, though he | The Speaker informed him that all messages from Mmbat porte 
Personal explanation.—Mr. Giddings, requested the | Considered the powers it designed to assign as inci- | the president of the United States are spread upon favo suc) S 
attention of the house to an attack which had been | dental to the duties of the committee without such a he Jovenat. After ad 
made on him through the public press. specification. r. Schenck made some strictures upon the me, menich he | 
"Pie Moor was claimed. by other gentlemen. The subject before the house awakened general | sage, and the manner, time and object of sending it mould be at 
Mr. Giddings said he rose to a privileged question interest. An adjunrnment was moved and carried. | into the house, not to be acted upon by the house $0 cluded, | 
on which he wished to make a personal explana- _Wepwnespay. Dec. 15. The house resumed the con- | much as to act upon the house. ¥ ousng 
tion. P sideration ot Mr. Vinton's resolution and the amend-| In conclusion, Mr. S. moved that the house a4 as ‘ 
The Speak id: The chair will take thi | ment thereto proposed by Mr. Houston. — journ, but gave way to , senator * 
Dee ae ee ee eee ne occasion | Mr. Rhett, warmly opposed the creation of the pro-|" Mr. Holmes. of S. Carolina, who submitt Mr. Jacob 
to state to the gentleman from Ohio and to the house, | nosed committee, and argued that it wes an atttempt to following piesdible and. reselodions¢ b Cd the MMe obitu: 
that, in his opinion, personal explanations are not | violate the constitution, it was the child of the Chicago freest e hs ty of ith Mexi S$ a Basis of g pposing a 
privileged questions; they are appeals to the cour {convention He denied that congress had any power to a fo © treaty of peace with Mexico, which wer ‘als of 
tesy of the house. Privileged questions stand on a! legislate in regard to trade between the respective states. | "ad for the information of members. — non hic! 
different fcoting. The gentleman from Ohio has the | There had been terrible refractions of the constitution Project for peace and free trade with Mericg_ fimpurn, Whic 
foor. already an that pretext’ The southern pos deemed it} Whereas, The confederacy was formed for \), fm The hous 


Mr. Giddings then had sundry paragraphs from the 
National Whig of Friday, December !0th, read by 
the clerk. He then proceeded to make remarks upon 
the publication—commenting upon the conduct of 
the authors of said publication as well as upon pub- 
lications in other papers, some of which he read, and 
concluded by referring to his own political course. 

Here the subject was dropped. 

Rules —Mr. C. J. Ingersoll from the special com. 
mittee appointed tc revise the rules, made a report— 


roposed on Saturday last. 


an outrage—an infraction of their rights. r. Webster, 
when secretary of state, had ordered the marshals to 
collect ali the information they could as tothe producte 
of the respective states, and the consequence was that 
the marshals were treated by the people with scorn.— 


they had. The people of Michigan had no right to call 
upon South Carolina for money to improve their lake 
harbors. The doctrine which had grown up about ri- 
vers and harbors was most pernicious. The constitution 
where it provided that congress might regulate trade be- 


They did not choose to be questioned as to how many pigs 


this system of internal improvements by a former 


purpose of establishing a perfect union and promo. 
ing the general welfare, it becomes those who ar 
entrusted with regulating the government so to direet 
its movements as to perfect that union and adrang 
that welfare: 

And whereas, the prosperity, felicity, safety an 
perhaps, national existence, are involved in the inyg. 
sive war we are now prosecuting against our sister 
republic of Mexico, this important considerati 
should Jead us to the adoption of such measures a 


Mr. Botts, asked the unanimous consent of t 
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7 : 2 eset tween the states, ment only that congress might regulate | may result in doing justice to Mexi-o. and promo mal, herewil 
ordered to be printed and made the special order Of | ihe foreign commerce among the states ing the lasting welfare of the United States, The iilibeertained 
he day f : : . g g 8. There, 
the day for Thursday next. net ge 
Cc a Mr. Tallmad 4 theid Mr. C. B. Smith, of Ind., maintained that if any | fore be it istribution 
fa at Jenn, Monroe. cr te clit New Yort, {thing was established it was the power of the gene-| Resolved, That it is inexpedient for the Uciedfilt this time. 
morial of James Monroe, of the city of New York, : ’ ; sey; 
hy: ral government over these subjects. Noone could! gq t onquests t . ate of my I: 
praying to be admitted to a seat as a member of the | cuecessfully deny the power of congress to improve ~ ae of M abe but ae weet ial th d d 
house of representatives for the thirtieth congress, in | the navigation of the Mississippi, the Obi tt national existence of Mexico, but so to avail itsifg™jponths, an 
: : , 2 Ba! PP!; ~ 10, OF the | of the victories it has achieved, as to estabiish byimme disperse 
| the place of David S. Jackson, the sitting member. ; : ; 
a ‘ " lakes, yet in consequence of the tyrannical exercise | trepty stipulations a lasting-peace with Mexicoy cent retur 
a Referred to the committee of elections. th ee d * J Op ; as te pon 
’ : of the executive veto, the lives and proper—| the basis of an entire free trade between tne two ream the aggre 
: & Election of Chaplain.—The house proceeded to the | ty of the people had been sacrificed. They would publics such as exists between the several states offmmpol be prese 
LS election of a chaplain. no longer consent to this whilst the money of the! this Union. artment of 
‘| Mr. Levin rominated Rev. R. W. Cushman, Bap- een nn enn upon Atlantic harbors} Resolyed, That we agree to recede all the terriommeregate lan 
t F tiat. and in support of foreign commerce. r h taken fr Mexico beyond the Rio estimated 
ae Fae) ae Mr. Ashmun nominated Rev. O. Dewey, Congrega-; Mr. Root followed on the same side, and amused Grande nea ‘es cmladi toes cat sar eitisees tal hirty-six, o 
ie =. ne Q. Ad Sd ang ee Eee the pn a one some of the anli-improve- | free ingress and egress into New Mexico and Up red ~ pi 
: st HRA “Gr FLARES BORIDES Hee Bho REMEICT » | MONS FONT OF: (HO SOUR. California, the privilege of holding land and exergmmolunleers. 
By if ag Protestant. Mr. Bedinger, of ¥ Res was alarmed at the en- cising their relicion, +o of pare, Ma oo trade a The distr: 
& wee Mr..McLane nominated Rev. J. N. McJiltop, Pro- | croachments of the federal government. The inno- fully as any of the Mexican citizens of those progmm/ajor Gene 
We Sie testant Episcopal. vations appeared to him quite fearful, and he was} yinces. cluding th 
Be 7 , ~ Mr. Stanton nominated Rev. L. R. Reese, Metho- | rejoiced that the South Carolina member had taken Resolved, That a further condition be the right offmmeout Vera | 
i Bae fo dist Protestant. the stand he had. He was ready to follow. entry and departure of our shipping, both nationlgmmuarters, th 
Lye x a Mr. Petitt and Mr. Sawyer were excused from vot-| At this stage of the debate a message from the| and Aas Bow into und from ihe axiean ports sim thousan, 
A) ae B at Uae tae He we esainel to: 5 éhicles on ny ga ar see of Miss.,| unrestricted as in the ports of the United Stales a Ta 
| Se eis oH _ n ; Necessa s re . ro , i nediate 
a ie ‘I 105. ‘he Seated eatifined 74; Mr. Dieshnes 60; Mr. @ The presidelst's “ of the river and harbour bili— chesebin, eaebiding: sod valling of rn a ndred mer 
we x He McJilton 30; Mr. Dewey 29, Mr. Reese 18. _ | which was passed last session, but neither signed} our own ports. Tegon awd | 
1h Re 2d dbalioi—Votes taken 207; necessary to a choice | nor returned to congress at that time. Resolved further, That we stipulate for a right omy) there ar 
eed Ripay 104. Mr. Gurley received 94; Mr. Cushman 87;; Mr. Wentworth moved that the message be refer- constructing a railroad from the U. S. to the harbotgm@nty-four. 
ae ef Mr. Dewey 20; Mr. McJilton 1; Mr. Reese 5. red to the commiltee on commerce. of San Diego, and to any town in New Mexico The force 
ak st i. : ” 3a ballot.—Votes taken 202, necessary toa choice; Mr. Vinton hoped the gentleman from Illinois! Ga)ifornia. bd nineteen 
ee ee 101. Mr. Gurley received 102; Mr. Cushman 100. | would waive his motion toenable him to offer a| Resolved, That it is expedient to keep possessioa that coun! 
Bris aren Bs ‘Mr. Girley having received a majority of all the | resolution that the message be referred to a select | the Castie of San Juan d’Ullua as a hostage for th here are 
Bi eds votes given was declared duly elected. _ |committee to report thereon, that their report might} fyuigfiment of the stipulation above recited. TE the ded, 
h : HR Gas Light-—Mr. Fries stated that he had ascertain-|go to the people with the vetomessage. Mr.V.| Tyurspay, Dec. 16. The report of the comt ee, dis; 
Se ed that the offensive effluvia which he supposed to| entered into an examination of some of the objec- tee on rules was the first business in order. Mr. Gm'!¥¢ lorce 
Bs, . ; Aa imal 
have proceeded fr: m the gas, bad been occasioned by | tions urged by the president to internal improve- LI gg gy rted them, moved the ales, 
i ing of the drains, and not by the gas. He| ments. oe, TOON: ne eee al The volun 
i the opening Trains, y 8 t t, which w reed to 
obtained leave to withdraw the resulution he had! He replied to the declaration that the arrest of | Postponement, which was ag , Ta period 
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fl A biil from the senate for the relief of the repre-| president, (Jackson) bad saved to the country two | house to introduce a resolution instructing the MED’, and a 
t sentatives of Com. John Paul Jones, was taken up| hundred millions of dollars. He gave a history of | master in relation to a contract for conveyilg Ot from th 
and read twice by its tulle. the appropriations for internal improvements which | southern mail. Mr. G. S. Houston objected. Me betore 

Mr. Pollock made some remarks relative to the bill| had been made by past congresses, and concluded The President's veto of the river and harbor bibl ail portion 


and hoped that it would pass at once through all its 
at , es. 


Pr for the , 


by impuling greal error to the president in the mat- 
Onihs men 


ler. 


then in order. po 
Mr. Schenck, addressed the house in relation 


pay yon 


oe 
~ RES: ngenneiltee gin etn ag Seray Hine sith nating 


to tr. Bowlin moved to refer the bill to the commit- Mr. Haralson, of Ga., remarked that discussion veto, and to the propositions which were betore Wt ug “sg len 

A tee on claims; and proceeded to give some account of | upon the message before it is printed and puton the for di : Fr; H ‘madverted up €Oiuary, 
: : or disposing of it. € abimadver | fore 

: thé history of the bill. desks of members would be premature and out of . ; ‘nied severity, 4 they « 
: , , doctrines of the message with pointed sever!) Wisia-ac 

; After some conversation the bill was so referred.| place. Let the message be printed, he said, that). . ted th titutionality of making io 8 des) 

Internal commerce.—Mr. Vinton moved the fol- | members may know all that itcontains, and then, he | S'S'¢¢ Upon the consiituliona ee tern wale Y should py 

7 lowing resolution, of which he bad given previous | doubted not, some fifty members on that door would | provements on the lakes and wes to the # Patience | 
Dotice. be ready toreply to it. Their speeches could then | Well as upon the duty of congress to see sail HOt fully 

Resolved, That the committee on commerce shali| go out to the country and have their effect. He (|Trity of the lives and the property of the © ‘4 ee r 

hereafter be called “the committee on commerce | moved that the message be laid on the table and | those waters, no less than upon the Atlantic a iD 

among tbe states,” and shia}! have charge of all ques- | printed. abroad. | , Cl; and i 

tions touching the = of trade among the Mr. Baily, of Va., rose not to go into @ constitu- Mr. Pettit, next addressed the house 0 ao oe regi 

several states of the Union. There shall also be/ tional argument upon the subject under discussion. | ment of some length against the doctrines 10 . » Were rai 


added to the slanding committees of the house a 
committee to be composed of nine mimbers, which 
shall be called “the committee on commerce with 
foreign nations.” It shall have charge of ail ques- 
tions concerning the regulation of the trade of the 


He would take another occasiun to do that. But he 
rose to reply toa single remark of the gentleman 
from Ohio, (Mr. Vinton,) in relation to the arrest ol 
the appropriations for internal improvements by a 
former president. He then went on to show that 


€Xpedit; 
message, and warmly in favor of the pre ae sito 
provements. The power of. congress 1D bart 
es he maintained was indisputable. If lighh 
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United States with foreign nations. the declaration of the preseut president on the sub-| Particular channels, could not carsweeeh as ope 
Mr. John W. Houston moved to amend the resolu. | ject was not exaggerated, but that the figures and | moved from other channels. to whic alace he © the « 
tiop by adding the following proviso: calculations of the gentleman from Obio were incor-{directed? By what authority was the P temp 


Provided, That it chall de ihe duty and power of | rect. teau ereeted in which the president lives? DY 
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t ‘ote the spacious temple in which we are now 
“bled built? There was no specific grant for 
oe [t was an incident to the power to establish 
r yerninent. But it appeared that this power was 
at for fear of extravagance. What extrava- 
me prought these marble pillars here, and the 
: ; marble decorations about this hall? Again, 
a could they build large and magnificent fortifica- 
” How maintain large ship-yards and docks?— 
That portion of the constitution authorizes it? There 
no such specifie grant of power. — 
After adducing a variety of incidental cases in 
hich he considered the doctrines of the message 
wild be absolutely rediculous, and without having 
sncluded, Mr. P. was interrupted by 

A message. from the senate, announcing the death 
senator Speight, whereupon 

Mr. Jacob Thompson, rose and delivered an appro- 
ae obituary on the deceased, and concluded by 
posing a resolution embracing the customary tes- 
nonials of repect, and that the house do now ad- 
urn, Which were adopted, and 

The house accordingly adjourned. 


t 





EPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF WAR. 





War DeparTMENT, 
Washington, December 2, 1847. 
Sir: | have the honor to submit the following re- 
ort of the operations of this department during the 
gst year. 
The returns and statements from the adjutant gene- 
|, herewith submitted, exhibit, as nearly as can be 
scertained at his office, the number, description, and 
istribution of troops composing our military force 
this time. Mostof the volunteers in service at the 
ate of my jast annual report were engaged for twelve 
onths, and have since been discharged. Owing to 
be dispersed situation of the troops, and the want of 
cent returns, accurate statements of their numbers 
b the aggregate and at some particular points can- 
ot be presented; but, from the best means in the de- 
artment of arriving at correct results, the whole ag- 
egale land force, employed in prosecuting the war, 
estimated at forty-three thousand five hundred and 
pirty-six, of which twenty-one thousand five bun- 
red aid nine are regular troops, and the remainder 
piunleers. 
The distribution of this force is as follows: With 
Hajor General Scott, and belonging to his column, 
clucing the troops en roule, at Tampico, at and 
bout Vera Cruz, and on the line thence to his head- 
uarters, the aggregate force is estimated at thirty- 
0 thousand one hundred and fifty-six. With Maj. 
eneral ‘Taylor, at the several posts under his im- 
heviate command, it is about six thousand seven 
ndred and twenty-seven. In Santa Fe, and on the 
regon aud Santa Fe routeg, and in the Indian coun- 
fy, there are ubout three thousand six hundred aud 
rty-lour. 
The force in the Californias is about one thousand 
bd nineteen, including two hundred now on the way 
that country. 
here are bo means in the department of calculat- 
Aer Meera which ought to be made for 
ie isability, and other casualties; but the ef- 
“ive force is considerably below the foregoing 
imates, 
rte volunteers first received into service entered 
has on of only twelve months, and were entitled 
“ Peel iy late in May, but mostly in 
on So = lew in Juiy and August. They were 
Ne bein '€ Operative columns of the army some 
ali caste the end of their engagement. Ouly a 
fee ec of the volunteers called out in Novemw- 
stihse wee he: Joined the army before the twelve 
a, 0 ad leitit. ‘lhe act of congress author- 
Pebru en regiments, Was not passed until the 11th 
fot ary, and several months necessarily elapsed 
€ they could be raised and sentto the field. An 


5 Slee was feit that both columns of the ar- 
Se rhe be speedily reinforeed, and considerable 
ss may was expressed at the velay by those who 

) appreciate the difficulties from which it 
-d. ‘The best energies of the de- 
ils branches, were devoted to this 


Céssarily resuited, 
iment, in all 
ect; 


a and it is believed, all things considered, that 


a raised, organized, and sent to the army 
eye ditiously a8 could have been reasonably ex- 


T . ‘ ; . . 
he climate of Mexico presents uo obstacles in the 


erio : 
“sd of the couniry to a campaign in any season 


28 ae Nhat of the present year is considered 
Ot toe ore With the military operations suvse- 
° (he capture of Monterey. 


certain limits, which was agreed on at the convention 
of Monterey, in September, 1846, terminated on the 
13th of November following, by a notice to that effect, 
which Major General Taylor was instructed to give 
to the enemy. 
period of the armistice, was the apprehension that 
its continuance might interfere with military ope- 
rations, which had been previously directed to be 
carried on in Tamaulipas and along the gulf coast. 


commanding general proceeded to occupy Saltillo, 
the capital of Coahuila, by a part of his forces.— 
Previous to the capture of Monterey, suggestions had 
been forwarded to him, but not then received, rela- 
tive to a movement into Tamaulipas, more particu- 
larly with a view to taking and holding Tampico, the 
principal seaport in that state. 


the squadron in the gulf to co-operate with the land 
forces in this latter enterprise, or, if found practica- 
ble, to take that place without waiting for their as- 
sistance. 
intended for this movement commenced 
from Matamoros, and reached its destination, taking | 
Victoria in its way, on the 23d day of January; but, | 





Among the reasons for abridging the 


Immediately after the armistice terminated, the 


Orders from the navy department were ziven to 





In the month of December the column 
its march | 


before its arrival, a naval force under Com. Perry, | 
had taken possession of Tampico. Shortly thereaf- 
ter the city and its defences were turned over to the 
land forees, and the place has been since occupied by 
a garrison of our troops. 

A post at Saltillo, as it would cover the direct | 
route to San Luis de Potosi, where the main army 
of the enemy waa posted, and control a productive 
region whence supplies could be drawn, was deemed 
of much importance by the commanding general. A 
considerable force was by his orders stationed at this 
point. The column under Brigadier General Wool, 
which had moved from San Antonio de Bexar for the 
purpose of capturing and holding Chihuahua, had 
proceeded as far as Monclova. The advanced posi- 
tions then occupied by General Taylor’s column had | 
rendered the military possession of Chihuahua less | 
important, and the troops designed for this pnrpose | 
were ordered to move upon and occupy Parras, and, 
in that position, came under the more immediate | 
command of General Taylor, who proceeded to esta- 
blish and hold a defensive line, extending from Par- | 
ras to Tampico. Leaving garrisons at Monterey and 
at points on the route to Camargo, and the mouth of 
the Rio Grande, asa reserve, and to hold in check 
any hostile movements in his rear, he advanced to 
Victoria, the capital of Vamaulipas, and entered 
that city without resistance early in January, with 
a force of over five thousand men. Such was the 
position of our military affairs in Mexico when Maj. 


' 


General Scott, under instructions from this depart- | 
ment, dated the 23d of November, 1846, reached the 

Rio Grande. 

It was quite evijent that if the conquest of the Ca- | 
lifornias and New Mexico, and our military occupa- | 
tion of the important departments of ‘Tamaulipas, | 
New Leon, and Coahuila, would not dispose the eue- 
my to accept reasunable terms of accommoaation, it | 
would be necessary to direct our future operations 
against more vital parts of the Mexican republic.— 
In view of the capture and possessio® of the cily of 
Mexico, it was pot supposed that a movement for 
that purpose could be so advantageously made from 
the Rio Grande, hitherto the base of our operations, 
as from another base which might be selected, pre- 
senting a much shorter line. ‘Ihe attention of the 
government was, therefore, directed, as early as 
September, 1846, to measures for the occupation of 
the principal places along the gulf, and particularly 
Vera Cruz, ws the nearest point which opened a 
practical route to the capital of the Mexican re- 
public. 

While the line of the Sierra Madre was to be held, 
avd the further advance of our troops in that quarter 
left to the control of circumstances, the principal 
aggressive movements were to be pushed forward 
iuto the heart of the enemy’s country on the new line 
from Vera Cruz, as svon as it could be established. 
Measures were taken to organize an expedition fcr 
that purpose, and Major General Scott was assigned 
to conduct it, and, upon him, as the senior officer of 
bighest rank, the general supervision and direction 














W regiments, as well as the volunteers cailed 


of our military operations in the epemy’s country 
were devolved. in preparing for this expedition, 
wiich had for its immediate object the capture ot 


The preparations for this expedition, oecessirily 
corresponding with the magnitude of the object, 
were on so laree a scale, and required so much time 
for completing them, that it was not reasonable to 
expect our design could be kept from the enemy, or 
that the resistance to its accomplishment wou!ld be 
anything less than the utmost which it was in his 
power to make. 


The troops destined for this service were assembtcd 
at the island of Lobos, amounting to about 12,000, 
and finally embarked for their destination eerly in 
the month of March. 


While these measures were in progress, the forces 
under Maj. General Taylor being greatly reduced in 
number, and composed mostly of volunteers, assumed 
defensive positions, embracing Saltillo, Monterey, 
and the line thence to Camargo, and along the Rio 
Grande to its entrance into the gulf. 

The enemy being reported in considerable strength 
in the neighborhood of Saltillo, Gen. Taylor, with a 
view to strengthen that position, threw forward his 
advanced force eighteen miles, to Agna Nueva, 


| where he established his headquarters in the early 


part of February. 


Being assured on the 20th of that month that the 
Mexican army, in great foree, had left San Luis de 
Potosi, and had arrived at Encarnacion, only thirty 
miles io his front, and were pushing on to attack him, 
he deemed it advisable, in order to oceupy a better 
position, to fall back to Buena Vista, seven miles 
south of Saltillo. On the 22d of February the enemy 
approached his camp, an’ demanded an uncandition- 
al surrender, which was promptly declined. A con- 
flict immediately ensued. It continued for nearly 
two days, and was obstinate and sanguinary, almost 
beyond example. Owirg to the vast superiority of 
numbers on the part of the enemy, the incidents of 
t sprotracted conflict occasionally presaged a disas- 
trous result; but the bravery, firmness, and skill of 
our troops, supplied the want of numbers, and alti- 
mately secured a glorious triumph. The enemy 
were repulsed with immense loss. At the dawn of 
the succeeding day, nothing was to be seen on the 
field of action of the immense hosts which assailed 


|our small force, in the confidence of easy victory, 


but the dead and the wounded left by the enemy in 


bis precipitate retreat during the night. 


For a full narrative of the events of this memora- 
ble engagement, | respectfully refer you to the des- 
patches of the commanding general and the reports 
of the officers in subordinate command. 

To Major General Taylor, and to the gallant offi- 
cers and brave men under his command, is justly due 
the eminent glory of this victory. Considering the 
disparity of numbers in favor of the enemy, the steady 
valor and firmness with which our troops, often in 
small detachments, withstood and repelled the re- 
peated assaults of superior forces, and the many deeds 
of noble daring displayed amid the changing scenes 
of this perilous confiict, the battle of Bueria Vista will 


| well sustain a comparisoa with any of the brilliant 


achievements in this war, which have given such 


| widespread renown to our arms. 


Our forces engaged in this battle did pot exceed 
five thousand four hundred men, and these were 
mainly volunteers, while that of the enemy was not 
lass than twenty thousand—his best troops, under the 
immediate command of General Santa Anna. A 
victory so glurious and so important in its consequen- 
ces, was not achieved without a serious loss. Among 
those who ended their career of honor and glory on 
the battle field of Buena Vista, the nation mourns the 
loss of some of her bravest and noblest sons. The 
killed, wounded, and missing, were about seven hun- 
dred.. The loss of the enemy, from the best estimate 
that could be made, was more than douvle that vum- 
ber on the fieid, besides the thousands who perished 
in his hurried and disastrous retreat. 

{no the confidence of victory, and fur the purpose of 
securing the full fruits oi it, a considerable body of 
the enemy’s cavalry was sent into the rear of our ad- 
vanced positions, and fora short time interrupted our 
lines of Communication, harassed our trains, and 
killed a nuuber of escorts and teamsters; but the 
ine was soon re-opened, aud the usual facilities of 
communication restored, 


The expedition from the island of Lobos, under 
the command of Major General Scott, appeared off 
Vera Cruz, and effected a landing ui admiravie order 





the city of Vera Cruz and the reduction of the castie 
of Sau Juan d’UlJoa—a fortress deemed almost im- 
preguable—it became necessary to draw largely from 
the lorces on the previous line of Operations, and to 
reduce that line, for a time, to a delensive condition. 
The number and description of troops thus to be 
withdrawn, were necessarily left to \he determina- 
lion of the general in chief command, and particular- 
ly charged with the conduct of the es pediuen agains: 





* lemporary suspension of hostilities within 


Vera Cruz. 


near that city on the 9in of Maren. For the 8 ecess 
of this most difficult and hazardous operation, the 
army is much imdedted to the valuable assisiance 
rendered vy our squadron, and its secvices are ac- 
kuowledged in just terms of commendation by the 
commanuing general. [he city was at once invested 
and arrangements, exhibiting greai skill, science, and 
jy igmeut, were ovade for attack. hough eoniinu- 
aliy under the fire of heavy vatteries irom the castic 
aud City, hese arra gements were completed on the 



























































































peace Dene a ahaa greet orien 




























































ro Sa . 
Biss Sa, 





ae 

Pat 

a reset 
ae 


Scary. 
= 





244 NILES NATIONAL REGLSTER—DEC. 18, 1847—WAR DEPARTMENT, 





a 








22¢, when the enemy was summoned to surrender.— 
On receiving a refusal, a hombardwent commenced, 
in which our navai forces honorably and efficiently 
participated, and was continued with destructive 
effect until the morning of the 26th, when overtures 
were received which resulted in the surrender to our 
arms, on the 29th of March, of both the city of Vera 
Cruz and the castle of San Juan de Ulloa, with their 
armaments, munitions, and garrisons, consisting of 
five thousand prisoners, and as many stands of arms, 
fuur hundred pieces of Jordnance, and a large quan 

tity of ordnance stores. . 


Disiinguished credit is alike due to the officers and 
men of the army and navy for this signal triumph.— 
In the series of successful events which have attend. 
ed the progress of the war, the capture of Vera Cruz, 
accompanied as it was by the reduction of the castle 
of San Juan de Ulloa, may well be regarded as one 
of the greatest importance. Aside from its moral 
effect upon the enemy, its advantages in other re- 
spects were of the greatest magnitude. A fortress 
long renowned for its strength, with the large quan- 
tity of munitions of war there accumulated, passed 
into our possession, and with it was acquired the 
more effectual means of controlling the commercial 
intercourse with the enemy, and of excluding foreign 
aid and supplies along the gulf of Mextco; and a new 
and preferable base {or military operations against 
the int«rior and the eapttal of the enemy’s country 
was at the same time established. 


After some delay, oceasioned by unavoidable dif- 
ficulties in procuring sufficient means for transporta- 
tion, our army commenced ils movement on the 8 h ol 
April, in the direction of the city of Mexico. Per- 
haps no country interposes so many and such form 
idable obstacles to the progress ofan invading arms 
as Mexico; and nowhere in thst country did they 

resent themselves in a more appalling aspect thar 
on the route which lay before our advancing column. 
The difficult passes near the Pian del Rio, about fifty 
miles ‘rom Vera Cruz, were occupied by a numer 
ous Mexicar. force, and the commanding heizhis of 
Cerro Gordo were strongly fortified. To dislodge 
the enemy from these positions, and to storm his for- 
tifications held by a euperior force, required the best 
efforts of skill, military science, and daring adven- 
ture; and these high attributes were not wanting in 
this time of greatest need. The commanding genera! 
merits high commendation for the masterly arrange 
ments of the attack on Cerro Gurdo, and not less 
credit is due to the officers and men by whom they 
were carried into comple'e} ffect. Without a knowl. 
edge of the details of operations, so well presented 
in the annexed reports of the general in chief, and 
those in command under him, the glory reflected on 
our arms by the battle of Cerro Gordo cannot be 
fully appreciated, nor the humerous instances of 
conspicuous merit among the officers and men be 
fully presented to the admiration and gratitude of 
the nation. To all, in all grsdes, the highest praise 
is but an inadequate reward for their noble conduct. 

The field of these brijiliant operations was several 
miles in extent, and at different points all the variety 
of talents and qualities which shed lustre upon ac— 
complished officers and disciplined soldiers was cal- 
Jed into requisition. The enemy was completely 
routed and pursued many miles from tke principai 
scene ofaction. Our entire force, in this series of 
brilliant engagements, did not exceed cight thousana 
five hundred meno; that of the enemy amounted to 
twelve thousand, and his loss was from ten to twelve 
hundred in killed and wounded, besides three thou- 
sand prisoners, including many general ufficers to- 
gether with a large amount of urdnance, arm;, and 
muvitions of war. Our entire numoer of killed, 
wounded and missing, was four hundred and thirty 
one; and the nation bas again to deplore the loss 
here, as in other fields, of some of the brighest and 
bravest of our Heroic aruy. 

‘The important victory of Cerro Gordo cleared the 
way to the advance of our army into the heart of the 
enemy’s country. Jalapa was at once occupied by 
our troops, and, in quick succession, Perote, with its 
strong castle and Jarge armament, and the populous 
and wealthy city of Puebla. 

In the space of about thirty days after leaving 
Vera Cruz, our victorious army had advanced 
through several of the most densely peopled and 
loyal departments of Mexico, in the direction of its 
capital, nearly two huadred miles. 

Before leaving Jalapa, about three thousand seven 
hundred volunteers, whose period of service ap- 


proached towards its termination, were discharged | 


by the commanding general. ‘The army, thus reduc. 
eed in strength, remained at Puebla until early in 
August. Having been reinforced with about five 
thousand men, it then commenced its movement upon 


tite 





compared with the means employed, was one of un- 
exampled difficulty and daring, and, to insure suc- 
cess, required a wonderful combination of military 
science. consummate skill, and disciplined valor; it 
was no less than the subjugation of the well-chosen 
place of refuge, to which the defeated generals and 
routed armies of the enemy had retired for safety— 
the ancient seat of the Aztec empire—afterwards 
the splendid metropolis of the Spanish viceroyalty, 
and now the proud capital of a republic of eight 
millions of people; not unpracticed in war, nor un- 
furnished with the advantages of modern improve- 
ment in military science; strong in its protected posi- 
tion, and secured, as the enemy fondly believed, from 
successful assault, by numerous skillfully constructed 
fortifications, and by an an army of more than thirty 
thousand defenders resolved on a desperate resist- 
ance. 

Unappalled by these formidable difficulties and 
dangers, our gallant army of but little more than ten 
thousand effective men, with unfaltering confidence 
entered on this most perilous enterprise, and encoun- 
tered the hosts of the enemy on the 19th and 20th 
of August at Contreras and Churubusco. No more 
enduring record of the heroic deeds of these two 
ever-memorable days can be presented to the grati- 
tude of our country and the admiration of the world, 
than is found in the reports of the general-in-chief 
of our forces, and those in immediate command un- 
der him. A summary—and more than a summary 
would not find a fit place in this communication— 
would utterly fail to exhibit in their true light these 
brilliant operations and the unsurpassed merit of those 
who directed and executed them; but, fortunately for 
the memory of those who survive, this is most ably 
done in the despatches which accompany this report. 

Wherever the enemy was met, however superior 
in numbers, he was routed, his strong positions car- 
ried, his fortifications stormed. A succession of se- 
vere conflicts invariably resulted in a succession of 
signal victories; and at the close of these two event- 
ful days, so glorious to our arms, the triumphal pro- 
gress of our troops had brought them to the very 
gates of the city. 

An armistice was then concluded, for the purpose 
of negotiating a peace. An unbroken current of 
victory had attended the progress of our arms from 
the commencement of the war; defeat had met the 
enemy in every conflict; army after army had been 
vanquished; many thousands of his best troops had 
fallen in battle; a still larger number had surrendered 
prisoners of war; and the last refuge of hope—his 
magnificent capital—was within reach of our guns, 
and apparently at our mercy. In this prostrate con- 
dition, and foreseeing, as he could scarcely fail to do, 
the fate which hung over him, it was reasonable to 
expect that he would seek peace, and readily accede 
to the favorable terms which were offered; but the 
season of his infatuation had not passed away. 

It was soon discovered that the armistice was 
treacherously improved by the enemy to organize 
further resistance, and to collect his energies and 
strength in the vain hope of saving his capital from 
its threatened doom. The delusive design of the 
armistice was detected; hostilities were recommenced 
on the 7th of September, and the sanguinary battle 
of El Molino del Rey was fought on the succeeding 
day, in which three thousand one hundred of our in- 
vincible troops encountered fourteen thousand of the 
enemy, having every advantage of position, and pro- 
tected by strong defensive works. The battle con- 
tinued two hours and a half with destructive severi- 
ty, and terminated in a glorious victory: buta victory 
not cheaply won. All the enemy’s fortifications were 
carried, and his numerous forces defeated and driven 
to the cily for safety. His loss, in killed, wounded, 
and prisoners, about equalled our entire force engag- 
ed in the action. Our loss, also severe, was seven 
hundred and eighty-nine in killed and wounded. On 
the list of these will be found some of “the brightest 
ornaments of the service” For an interesting nar- 
rative of the heroic deeds of the battle of Ei Molino 
del Rey, and the gallant conduct of the officers and 
men by whom it was won, I respectfully refer to the 
reports of the general in chief in command, and of 
the distinguished general who more immediately par- 
ticipated in the action. Those who fell, and those 
who survived the glory of this day, are appropriately 
commended by the latter “to the respectful memory 
of their countrymen and the rewards due to valor 
and conduct” so eminently conspicuous. 





the eity of Mexico. The undertaking to be achieved, 
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Chapultepec, and of the triumphal entry of oy, .. ° The rep 
into the city of Mexico. atny perewith pl 
In the plan for the capture of the city, the red stimonial 
tion of Chapultepec was embraced as indispensah, nce of 0 
: : : le Mmrigis, whic 
to its success. This was a daring and dangeroyg oe a 
terprise. It was a place of extraordinary no} oe deed 
strength; and its great importance as a defence to the re the 
city was well understood by the enemy, who} aiiind driven | 
exhausted his skill and lavished his means to make j nna detert 
impregnable. "Bwith a fore 
Our batteries, stationed at different, ang well artillery, 
selected points, opened upon the fortress early jg th nd troops ¥ 
morning of the 12th of September, and kepi y .fmmbe headqu 





well directed and destructive fire throuzh that q, ; ign, and 
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and in the morning of the next, until the forse ntla, Gen 
were ready to move on tothe attack. Preparatiy jth a const 
evincing great military skill and judgment, y, isperse his 








made for the assault on the morning of the 13:4 _ 
Not only the strong cita¢el which crowned the hill 
was to be carried; but numerous outworks, obstrycy, 
ing every approach to it, were to be taken, and |, 
bodies of the enemy, who manned and protected 
these works, were to be encountered and dispersed 
before that fortress could be reached. All interyey 
ing obstacles were swept away, and the cg 
carried by storm. To convey something like » 
adequate impression of this daring and heroig 
achievement, I avail myself of a quotation from th 
despatch of the general in command, descriptive; 
the closing scene: 

“The broken acclivity was still to be ascended 
and a strong redoubt, midway, to be carried, befo 
reaching the castle on the heights. The advance , 
our brave men, led by brave officers, though nece 
sarily slow, was unwavering, over rovks, chasm 
and mines, and under the hottest fire of cannon ap 
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musketry. The redoubt now yielded to resistlegmeished cond 
valor, and the shouts that followed announced diers, 1 res 
the castle the fate that impended. The enew acral Lane 






were steadily driven from shelter to shelter. Th 
retreat allowed not time to fire a single mine, wi 
out the certainty of blowing up triend and lve. 
Those who at a distance attempted to apply matche 
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to the long trains, were shot down by vur mens, Those | 
There was death below as well as above grou@Mlly was eng 
At length the ditch and wallof the main work wergifuz to Jalaps 
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reached; the scaling ladders were biroughtup a 
planted by the storming parties; some ol the dari 
spirits, first in the assault, were cast down—killed 
wounded. A jodgment was soon made; streaus 






























heroes followed; all opposition was overcome, a incidents 
several of our regimental colors flung out from duct of the 
upper wails amidst long continued shouts and cheer accompany 
which sept dismay into the capital.” he sketches 

Though the capture of Chapultepec was a mogiithe two mai 
dificuit and perilous enterprise, it was, howeveiice an acco 
but one of the series of briltiant achievements whiemy’s counter 
were to be performed before the city uf Mexiolits. As cay 
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into our possessiun. A desperate struggle was c 
tinued throughout the whose day. | he numerd 
batteries, which opened a destructive fire upout 
troops, one after another, were captured; the fur 
dable obstacles, so well contrived to arrest out 
vance, were surmounted; aud the opposing oss 
the enemy weredriven from their weil-cliosen pa 
tions. When night came and suspended the dre 
jul conflict,two of our columns bad entered | 
city. Preparations were at once made for ils eal enges lodi 
snbjugation on (he approaching morning. “ ling the re 

Our astonishing success ov the two ae ¥ Ol mounta 
days had filled the army and the goveroment ol ! t~Cul. D 
ico with despair; they precipitalely fled —_ puted w 
night of the l2in. On the 14th our troops 4 a On 
session of the wagnificent capital of ihe We Com maud 


republic, and planted the standard of U. Siales x Dear H 
her national palace. | ad bag res 

The preceding sketch of the operations 0 Mena ey 
army, uoder tie Command of General wees 00 Our sid ; 
its debarcation at Vera Cruz until tls ee of the hi 
iry into the city of Mexico, 1s, 1 am ag ly, of whian 
exceedingly imperfect; 1 13 confived to 


0g its mare 


ine ails aud su 
nouncement of generai results; details a0 ee"! luriher of 


" pire 
nate events, developing heroic acts and | 
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merit are necessarily excluded; bul these ne A is een \ 
sented with fulness in the admirable 1eper ‘Geeeary ise te ( 
with transmitted, of the highly distinguisien teivlorcen b 
who participated, in an emmenut degree Y Ordereg fp 
morable scenes they so well describe. y id nut join 

After the main body of our army a Me! ben it an, 
the city of Mexico, the small gati 1su0) ay! rival at y 
under the co..mand of Col. Chilus, aepege 3 EE 22s irom 
and continued siege for twenty-eight days © ebruary, 
superior force. fhe number ol assailants ie 'tCe, six, 
azulust this small garrison was at et of @  lortitied p 
thousand, under the immediate comma? tnroug! ullery, 
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4° ; j d, or ‘ 
Sauta Anna. ‘The siege was signalize ; @ aitack 
whole course, by successive attacks at Val Meries, py 
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report of the comnander of the garrison 
resented to your consideration, is another 
-nqnigi of the gallantry and the patient endu- 
nog our officers and men, under the severest 
whieh cannot fail to exalt the character of our 
t home. ant diffuse its renown wherever 
eds are justly appreciated. 
after the Mexican army was so signally defeated 
4 driven from the city of Mexico, General Santa 
1 determined to try his fortune in another field. 
on a force of four thousand men and 3ix pieces 
; rtillery, he prepared for an attack on the train 
sd troop which Brigadier Lane was conducting to 
he headquariers of the army. Apprized of this 
ign, and learning that the enemy was at Hua- 
atla, General Lane proceeded on the 9th of Oct., 
ith a considerable detachment, to attack him and 
snerse his troops. The encounter between this 
Se pnent and the enemy was brilliant; the can- 
ctof our officers and men sustained the high 
haracter which they have everywhere won since 
ne commencement of the war. The enterprise was 
cried out with complete success: the force under 
‘neral Santa Anna was dispersed, two of his can- 
on were captured, two of his aid-de-camp made 
isoners, and city of Huamantla taken. 
Being informed that a considerable force of the 
emy was at Allixco, under General Rea’s com- 
and, General Lane resolved to strike at them.— 
ne execution of his design requried a long and 
dious march; it was performed in a highly credi- 
ble manner; the enemiy was encountered, routed, 
{ pursued to a considerable distance, with a loss 
two hundred and nineteen killed and three hun- 
d wounded, and the city of Atlixco captured.-— 
rthe details of these very successful operations, 
dthe instances of individual courage and distin- 
ished conduct onthe part of our officers and 
diers, 1 respectfully refer you to the reports of 
neral Lane, herewith transmitted. 


here have been also many severe conflicts be- 
een detachments of our troops and the guerilleros 
ong the lines of our communications, almost 
ariably with results highly creditable to our 
ns. Those in which the s.nall command of Major 
lly was engaged in its arduous march from Vera 
zto Jalapa were of a character which merits 
ial notice. The formidable difficulties it met 
1 overcame, at successive points in the route, 
st the ability of the officers and the bravery of 
\roops composing this detachment. THe partic- 
incidents of the march, and the creditable 
ductof the officers and men, are presented in 
accumpanying report of the commanding officer. 
he sketches | have presented of the operations 
thetwo main columns of our army do not em- 
¢ an account of all the achievements in the 
my’s country which have reflected lustre ou our 
i. As carly as Angust, 1846, Gen. Kearny 
rmed the department, in a letter from Santa Fe, 
the should have a disposable force at that place, 
ond what would be required to hold it, and to 
Mpany him to California; and he proposed to send 
lachmenutto Chihuahua tv join Gen. Wool, who 
advancing upon that place. Oo the 23d of 
tember, he ordered Cul. Doniphan, with the first 
Meut ol Missours volunteers, ou that service.— 
t being detained some time fur the reduction of 
aVajue ludiaus—a restless and predatory trive 
biting the region of New Mexico, west of the 
Ol mountains bordering the valley of the Riv 
t~Col. Douipnao proceeded on this expedi- 
allended with a large company of American 
hants. Oa the 25ib of December, the advance 
*commaud sas met by the enemy io cunside- 
ce hear Bragito, when an engagement took 
» Which resulted in the total defeat of the Mex- 
» With loss On their part of nearly two hundred 
ltd aud wounded. ‘The force engaged in this 
00 Our side was less than five hundred, and on 
Of the cuemy one thousand two hundred and 
'), of which over five hundred were cavalry.— 
0g ts marca, the command entered Ei Paso 
tama Opposition. Here it was ascertained 
.. Svluma under Gen. Wool had been diverted 
ginal destigation. Lt thereiore becaine 
: 'Y lor the detachment to remain at Ei Paso 
“ulorced by artillery, which bad been pre- 
ved irom Sauta Fe. This accession of 
ie at Jom the commaud uotil eatly in Febru- 
be 0 it moved forward tuward Chihuahua. 
rival at the Pass of the Sacramento, about 
pital of the state, on the 
eOruary, the enemy was there discovered 
lorce, Strongly posted on the commanding 
Ortified by enireachwents, and well suppli- 
mee arte Arrangements were promptly 
Ntie ee aod a Ore at once opened trom 
ied fen lhe action soon becawe geacral, 
fn So’cioek in the alteravon Ul near 
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he was driven with great slanzhter from the field, 
and completely dispersed. His artillery, consisting 
of ten pieces and some culverins, was captured; and 
his loss in killed and wounded was about six hun 
‘dred, while ours did not exceed nine men. The 
nunerical strength of the enemy in this engagement 
was over four thousand—twelve hundred cavalry, 
twelve hundred infantry, three hundreé artillery, 
and over fourteen hundred rancheros—uniler the 
command of several officers of high rank and dis- 
tinction. Our entire force in the action was less 
than nine hundred. Qn the succeeding day our vic- 
torious troops entered the-capital of Chihuahua, and, 
after remaining there some weeks, proceeded to join 
the army under Major General Taylor at Monte-ey. 
This adventurous march by Col. Doniphan and his 
small and gailant command, of more than one thou- 
sand miles through a hostile country, in the course 
of which two battles were fought against vastiy su. 
perior numbers, and decisive victories won, with 
great loss onthe partof the enemy, and almost 
bloodless o: ours, is an achievement to which it 
would be difficult to find a parallel in the history of 
militery operations. 

After taking possession of Santa Fe in the sum- 
mer of 1846, and making the necessary arrange 
ments for hoiding it and the territory of New Mexi- 
co, General Kearny, pursuant to instructions froin 
this department, proceeded to California. He com- 
menced this expedition in September, proceeding by 
an unusual aad almost unknown route. Going down 
the Rio Grande more than two hundred miles, he 
passed over tothe river Gila, and followed its 
course to its junction with the Colorado of the west, 
a distance of five hundred miles. His march was 
continued forty miles down the Colorado, thence 
sixty miles across the great desert. Ou the 24 ot 
December he arrived at a settlement on the frontier 
of California. While pursuing his march from that 
place, he was met two days therealter, about forty 
miles from San Diego, by a small detachment of 
volunteers under Captain Gillespie, sent out by Com 
modore Stockton to give intelligence of the enemy, 
who, to the number of six or seven huncred, were 
reported to be in arms tn the territory. 

Being informed thatan armed party of Califor- 
nians was at San Pasqual, eight or ten miles distant 
from bim, he moved forward on the 6th, with a view 
to atlack them. An action ensued, and resulted in 
their deteat, with considerable loss in killed and 
wounded. ‘The force under Gen. Kearny engaged 
on this occasion did not exceed eighty; the enemy 
were more than double that number, and, being all 
well mounted, were able to make good their re- 
treat. 

The next day the detachment proceeded on its | 
march, and again encountered a hostile party occupy- 
ing ahill near San Bernardo, and drove them from 
their position. Gen. Kearny remained with his 
command at this piace until the 1ltn, when he was 
joiveu by a party of sailors and marines, sent out by 
Commodore Stockt.n, and then proceeded to San 
Diego. Here terminated a most arduous march ol 
vue thousand and forty-three miles, through a coun- 
ry never before traversed by an armed force, and 
veset with formidable difficulties, only to be sur- 
mounted by extraurdiary energy and perseverance, 
and towards ils cluse uPstructed by au enemy who 
opposed a desperate resistance, which was overcome 
by severe and sanguinary conflicts. Our successes, 
so credilabie to the bervic band who achieved them, 
were not obtained without tie loss of three brave 
and accomplished olficers and about eighteen gallant 
men. 


On the 29th of December a force of five hundred 
men, consisting of dismounted dragouns, volunteers, 
marines, and soldiers, moved from San Diego upso 
Ciudad de los Angeles, the stronghold of the enemy, 
with a view to succor a party of Americans moving 
on the same point from Monterey. On the 8th Jan- 
uary this force reached the San Gabriel river, where 
it found the enemy ful! six hundred strong, with 
artiliery stationed on the heights which commanded 
the passage of the river, and determined to dispute 
it. A severe conffict eusucd, which lasted an hour 
and a half, when the heights were carried, and 
the enemy defeated and driven from the field.— 
The next day he was again met and routed on the 
piains of Mesa. Without further resistance the de- 
tachment moved forward and arrived on the 10th at 
Ciudad de jos Augeles, and took peaceable possession 
of the place. . 

The results of these engagements were so disas- 
trous to the enemy, that sume of tue leaders of the 
Caliiornians, a few days thereafter, met Lieut. Col. 
Fremont, who was in command of four huodred vo- 
iupteers, near Sap Fernando, and entered into a Ca- 
pitulation with bim, whereby the people under arms 
awd in (he field agreed to disperse and remain quiet 





dark. All the enemy’s redoubts were carried, and | 4nd peaceable. 
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Thus the serious disturbances which 

had arisen in California subsequent to the first occu- 
pation of the country by our forces were put down; 
and from that time to the latest period to which our 
information extends, all was there tranquil, and no 
serious apprehensions of further disturbances were 
entertained. 

_ Col. Mason was sent from the United States in 
November, 1846, to California, where he arrived in 
February. General Kearny had permission to re- 
turn home when the condition of affairs should no 
longer require his presence in that country. Pursu- 
ant to instructions from this department, the come 
mand of our land forces in California and the charge 
of the temporary civil government there established, 
were devolved on Colonel Mason about the first of 
last June, when General Kearny left for the United 
States, 

The military operations in California, previous to 
the arrival of General Kearny, had been conducted 
by the officers of the navy and Lieutenant Colonel 
Fremont, by forces drawn in part from the squadron 
and in part organized in the country. All the trans- 
actions which have been detailed took place before 
any of the land forces sent from the United States, 
except the few dragoons who accompanied Gen. 
Kearny, (not exceeding one hundred) had arrived ia 
California. Whe company of artillery which embark- 
ed at New York in July, 1846, did not reach that 
country until February, 1847, and the regiment of 
volunteers from New York, which sailed in Septem- 
ber, arrived there in March. 

A battalion, under the command of Lieut. Col, 
Covke, from Santa Fe, arrived in California in Jan- 
uary, 1847. This battalion also proceeded by way 
of the Gila river, and, by deviating from the route 
taken by Gen. Kearny, found one more practicable, 
over which, though no wheel carriage of any descrip- 
tion had ever before passed, they were enabled to 
take a train of wagons. 


About two hundred recruits have been sent out, 
within a few months past, to fill up the companies in 
the regiment of volunteers in California. 

By the Jast report, dated 18th June, from Colonel 
Mason, cow chief in the command of the militar 
force in California, and exercising the functions ab 
temporary civil governor there, it appears that the 
troops in that country do not exceed seven huadred 
and fifty, exclusive of the battalion {rom Santa Fe, 
whose term of service expired in July, and who 
were nol expected tore-engage. When the recruits 
shall have arrived, the entire force in that country 
will be about one thousand. These occupy seven 
posts, at a long distance from each other. A detach- 
ment has been sent to garrison La Paz, the capital of 
Lower California. 

Under almost any circumstances, this force can 
hardly be regarded as sufficient to answer the pur- 
pose for which troops are required in that country. 
luough all is now quiet there, and no serious appre- 
hension is entertained of disturvance, yet the coun- 
iry in our Occupation is extensive, embracing many 
positions which should be garrisoned, and the Indian 
race 1s there nu.nerous, with the propensity and ha- 
bit of depredating. Incase of a threatened distur- 
bance, it is not dcubted that a considerable augmen- 
tation of our forces could be derived from the inha- 
bitants of the country; still, 1 think it advisable to 
increase the number of troops now there. ‘To show 
ihe state of things in California, in regard to militar 
affairs, as well as lo other matters to which I shall 
hereafter allude, | herewith transmit the last commue 
nication received from Col. Mason. 

Soon after the departure of the expedition, under 
Col. Doniphan, for Cuihuahua, an insurrection broke 
out in the northern part of New Mexico, which ap- 
peared to bave for its object the massacre of all 
American residents, without reference to their being 
in the public service, and such of the Mexicans as 
had taken office under the government established 
vy our mili:ary aythority. The first act of outrage 
was the ueliberate and brulal murder of the govern- 
or of the territory, and several other American citi- 
zeus at Taos. Similar atrocities, were at the same 
time, perpetrated at the Arroya Honda and the Rio 
Colorado. Fiushed with the success of their first 
sudden movement, the insurgents proceeded to col- 
lect and organize their force ior an attack upon 
Santa Fe As soon as the commanding vificer was 
informed of their designs, he tuok prompt measures 
tu intercept their march, lo restore order through- 
out the territory, and to punish their leaders. Or- 
dering in the detachments a’ the outposts, and leav- 
ing @ sufficient garrison at Santa Fe, Col. Price, with 
turee huadred aud filly men, including a company of 
horse anda Ddaltery of mountain howitzers, moved 
on the 23d January, in the direction vi Taos, and 
on the succeeuing day discovered the enemy—about 
fifteen hundred—near the town of Canada. They 
were jinmediately attacked, driven from their pos:- 
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trons, and dispersed, with a loss of thirty-six killed 
and many wounded. 

Pursuing the rcute up the left bank of the Rio 
Grende, our force—now ircreased to near five hun- 
died men—reached La Joya on the 29th of January. 
A detacl ment was sent forward to dislcdge a party 
of the coemy—between six and seven hundred—who 
had fossession of the heights which commanded the 
defile leacing to Eibudo. ‘The heights were imme- 
diately attacked and carried, and the enemy pre- 
Cipitately driven in the direction of the town.— 
‘Without further resistance, this’ detachment of our 
‘oops entered and took possession of Enbudo, and 
in a few days thereafter joined the main body at 
Trampas. 

On the 24th of January a small reconnoitring par- 
ty of about eighty men, under Captain hendley, 
proceeded in the direction of Mora, to ascertain 
Whe strength of the enemy, reported to be in that 


vicinity. From three to five hundred Mexicans were ee chain ua mabiten tam adie sa 
vance of it, and cease from all aggressive operations 
beyond that line; second, to overrun the whole coun- 
try, and hold all the principal places in it by perma-| 2 Much larger force. 


discovered in a strong position behind defences with- 
‘nthe town. Here a conflict took place, in which 
the enemy suffered a loss, in killed and wounded, 
of about thirty; but the defences were found too 
weli guarded to be taken by escalade with so small 
a force. The party, after destroying some of the 
buildings in the town, retired with the prisoners to 
Vegas. Our loss in this affair was three slightly 
_ wounded and cone killec—ihe gallant commander of 
the party wo fell in storming the works. 

On the 3d of February, the command under Col. 
Price, after a difficult march through deep snows, 
arrived at Pueblo de Tsos,a place of consivera- 
ble strength, surrounded by adobe walls and strong 
pickets, with buildings weli calculated for defence 
and capable of holding a large garrison. Prepara- 
tions for an immediate attack were made; our bat- 
leries Opened upon the town, and the fire continued 
during that and the following day; but, owing to the 
lightness of the metal, (a six pounder and mountain 
howitzers,) it was found impossible to make a 
breach in the walls. It was then determined to car 
ry the place by assault, and it was done in a gallant 
manner. The next morning the ivusurgents sued for 
peace, which was gra: ted on condition of surren. 
dering up scme of their principal jeaders, who had 
instigated the disturbance and were directly con- 
cerned in the murder of the governor and others.— 
About one hunured and fifty, of the seven or eight 
hundmd Mexicans engaged ip the battle were killed; 
und the loss On our side was seven killed and forty- 
five wounded. Some of the ieaders in this scheme 
for a gevcral massacre, who had survived the several 
engagements by » hich the outbreak was suppressed, 
were tried, convicted, and executed. 

Occasionally through the course of the last sum- 
mer, Some of our grazing parties, along the line ol 
the castern settlements were allacked vy straggling 
bands of Mexicans and Indians ewvocie: tor preda- 
tory purposes, and some joss was sustained on both 
sides. 

Most of the troops first sent to New Mexico were 
vojunteers irom the state of Missouri, wio were ev- 
gaged lor only tweive months. Phe terms of their 
services expired im August, and as early as April 
avd wiay others engaged jor the war were accepied 
to take them places, making the present force in 
New Mexico about three thousand six bundred and 
thirly-ivur men, tociuding a battalion ior service in 
the inutan Country, op the routes to Santa Fe and 

Oregon. 


On the 3lst of March, a call was made on the 
state vi Missouri jur a regimeut of mounted volun- 
teers, a port of which was directed lo be employed 
i eslaviishing gailllary posts on the rou'e lo Oregon, 
pursuant to ibe ect of the 10th of May, 1846, and 
ihe remiaincer were ordered lu Sania fe tv supply 
ihe piace O1 the tweive months wen whose term of 
service would expire in the summer. Afterwards 
this Gireclion Was so modihies, that the whole regi- 
ment was pressed op to Sania Fe, and a battalion o! 
similar troops irum (he same stale was assigned to 
the duty of establishing the Oregon posts. 

Upon full consideration of the subject, it was de- 
termined to confine the operations of the year to 
two wilitary stations—both on this side of the Rocky 
Mountains. Instructions were given, and the neces- 
sary arrangements made, for a post near Grand Is- 
Jand, where the road to Oregon strikes the Platte 
river, and another at or near Fort Laramie, As the 


former was in the region where Indian depredations 


the subjugation and oceupation of her capital; the 
the defeat and dispersion of her arms; the capture 
of most of her materiel of war, and the annihilation 
of her foreign commerce, have not yet brought 
peace, or the offer of such terms as could be accep- 
ted by the United States without national degrada- 
The war still continues; and it is proper to| establishment of civil government. 
present some suggestions in regard to its further pro- | plan into effect, it would not be reasonable, 
secution. 

out remark, the propcsition that we should abandon | a 
al] ovr acquisitions, and withdraw our troops from | assurance of the aga of our power was deri, 
the enemy’s country. Such a proposition could 

only be seriously entertaiped if we were in reality 
the vanquished party, and were convinced of our in- 


ability to prolong the contest with reasonable hopes 
of success. 


tron. 


conducted in one of the three following modes:— 


places, as our means and the prospect of advantages Sg 
shall indicate—keeping a disposable force always | ‘reasury. 


In making these suggestions, I pass with-| u 


Our further operations must, in my opinion be 


nent garrison; and, third, to retain what we now 
possess, open the lines of communication into the in- | § 
terior, and extend our operations to other important 


ready, within approachable limits, to annoy the ene- 
my, to seize supplies. er force contributions, and frus- 
trate his efforts to collect means and assemble troops 
for the purpose of protracting the war. 


these modes of conducting our military operations |‘ 
would extend this communication to an 
able Jength; 1 shall, therefore, continue my remarks 
to a few prominent considerations relative to each. 

With reference to a speedy peace, with proper in- 
demnity and security—the only object of the war— |! 
the line policy is regarded as objectionable. 
present position Cannot command acceptable terms 
of pacification from Mexico, retiring to an indem- 


sult; it would weaken the inducements of the enemy 
to put an end to hostilities. Restored by our volun: 
tary surrender, to the possession of his capital ana 


sure of our arms, and from al! apprehensions of fur- 
ther conquest and annoyance, beyond the limits we 
might select, he would be leit with more abundant 
resources than he now possesses to prepare, at leis- 
ure and in security, to strike an effective blow with 
concentrated forces at our detached posts. 
these posts safely, to retain possession of the sea- 
ports we now have, (if that should fall within the 
policy,) and to prevent inéuisions into the territo- 
ries which we might choose to appropriate to our- 
selves, would, in my Opinion, require a force as large 
as would suflice to maintain What we now cccupy, 
aud to carry our operations still further in the inte- 
ror of the enemy’s country, and make him feel the 
calamities of war in a way best calculated to induce 
him to seek for peace. But if in this ] am mistaken, 
and the line policy should enable us to reduce the 
number of our troops, still, it will not, as 1 conceive, 
thereby cflect a reduction of our actual expenditures 
for the war. 


In consequence of the interruption of intercourse 
between the seaports in our possession, and the cen 
tral parts of Mexico, the coliections on imports have 
hitherto been inconsiderable. If the line policy is 
udopted, this intercourse will continue to be interrupt- 
ed, and, consequently, the receipts of revenue from 
this source will be small. 


Under the operation of the line policy, all expec- 
tation of lessening the burden of sustaining our troops, 
by deriving supplies and contributions from the ene- 
my, would be disappointed. ‘The supplies in the 
vicinity of Our posts would be withdrawn from our 
reach, a8 soon as our design to seize and appropri- 
ate them was ascertained or suspected. But, were 
it otherwise, as our posts would be remote from 
the wealth and resources of the country, the amount 
which could be obtained would be inconsidera- 
ble. 


So far from deriving advantage from the line po- 
licy, by way of obtaining assistance from the re- 
sources of the enemy, towards the support of our 
troops, we should, | apprehend, confer upon a portion 





had been committed, and as a force there would 


hoid the Indians in check, the earliest attention was | should become the purchasers of their products at 
directed to be given to that work, but the approach 


Not mueb 
rogress has yet been made in its construction, be- 


yond the collection of materials and ti.e needful pre- 


of wipler has necessarily suspended it. 


parations for carrying it on early in the spring. 
Our'career of success, so disastrous to Mexico 


of the people of Mexico a direct benefit, by open- 
ing to them at our posts a market, in which we 


an exorbitant price. These considerations, with- 
out bringing into view others, have led me to look 
to one of the other modes of operation ] have men- 


tioned, as preferable to that of occupying an indem- 
nity line. 


A full discussion of the comparative merits of | 8uUrrendered, but in compliance with treaty stip 


nity line would certainly fail to produce such a re- of conducting it, they can be made to feel itsp 


important departments, and relieved from the pres- ico. 
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territory embraced in the Mexican re ublie rice hav 
many important points to be garrisoned, and the They he 
lines of communication to be kept open " ser 
difficulties of no ordinary magnitude, if Oar a tion, will 
pancy is to be of such a character as to sy sand five 
the Mexican authority, and require the tempors Attem 

{n carr ing ty the last 
: vod 0 7. fill up th 
pon the favorable disposition, or éven neutrality " been det: 
ny considerable part of Mexican people, unti.) These by 
unare 
from its continuance. Qur posts must therefor of be d 
strong, and our forces numerous, in order to sec) peen the 
the many and long lines of communication, to ;. fame same foo 
perse and chastise the guerrilla bands which wo for the r 
obstruct them, and to suppress the more powerf the same 
uprisings of the people wherever they may jg, there cal 
tempted. I cannot safely estimate the force requiiAamme the same 
to carry into full effect this plan, at less than soyen Jv is, the 
thousand men. To insure the presence of thai) gress be 
ber in the enemy’s country, and at places whos leer recrt 
they would be wanted, it would be necessary io», ] also 
The great expense of rajsi be consol 
organizing, and sending to their remote destinjmmm officers 8 
o large a body of troops as soon as needed to 5; live com] 
effect to this plan, would, | apprehend, bring a ym cessful, ¢ 
heavy, and perhaps embarrassing, demand upon made per 
’ lunteers | 
The third mode presented is, in my judgment, cies in re 
ferable to the others. Beyond certain limits, i casioned 
mits of expansion and contraction; but, as af The in 
condition, all now held 1s to be retained, and nop extent is 
teers—no 
ions. This plan also contemplates further acqigamm able to th 
unwarrant-| tions extending to other important points, more deeds of 
ess numerous, as circumstances may warrant. regular 
Notwithstanding our victories have fallen ye eminentl 
crushing weight upon the assembled armies of i occasion, 
co, most of tnose who hold in their hands the & ing from 
If our | Sion of the question of peace, have stood beyoniiy Wy the é 
range of physical evils inflicted by the war. and the 
extending the theatre of it, and changing thea kept up, é 
services | 
sure. In consequence of our liberal and hua The ex 
policy, we have, as yet, scarcely touched thes force thai 
stance of the wealthy and influential classes in Mgime ‘we prop 
As the Mexican army has long been tot sticted ( 
the instrument of oppression in the bands of the With the 
cessive rulers, its destruction has not deeply enlime Dew regar 
their sympathies, or alarmed their fears. Ouragygm Occasion | 
has atiorded them better protection than their qi ™#y arise 
and thus, by our presence, and our forbearance! eT he a 
To hold | bave, within certain lim:ts, hitherto escaped esae 4 © 6 
from either. But our successes have now openelfmm erable 
way to act upon and influence those who pro ome af fo 
can, if they will, put an end to hostilities. By sang : 
ing them suffer the usual calamities of wal, ome — 
i 77 
must be made to desire peace. ; sugment 
In addition to the troops required to garrison lunteers « 
ces to be retained, it is proposed to have 10 ihe teen thou: 
a competent force for aggressive operalld The expe: 
strike the enemy -whenever he may presei all to the sea 
able point; to open avenues from the pore MRE ence, and 
possession into the enemy’s country, and (0G consideral 
and subject to our contre! some of his rich ORME seen and ¢ 
districts and productive agricultural regio’ BAM of subsist 
not deemed proper to point out in more deli penditure 
movements and objects contemplated in ‘te expected 
prosecution of the war upon this plan. presented 
I proceed to present my views in relatiol of disburs 
\roops considered necessary for this purp* departmer 
twenty five regiments of the regular athe well as th 
tinguished from the volunteer force, when OMG report of 
to the limit fixed by law, would be (weil that brane 
thousand eight hundred and fourteen, esclus Gifficult a 
officers; but the actual strength, as neat y” foreign w; 
ascertained, is now twenty one thousand ordinary ¢ 
dred and thirty three; it will therefore rej" multipiied 
thousand three hundred and eighty ove euiliste Which tha 
to complete the regular military estavlisiDR menceme, 


During the Jast year, the recruiting se") IME then was, 





























our conquest! of se aby ol her states and territories 


- sent 
7} Ip regard to the second mode suggested—that of| have borne a gonspicuows parti) ihe pres 


regular army has been attended with < Veral arm 
success. The recruits enlisted for the b . Ol action, 
regiments amount to eleven thousand aud pn pat €X pec 
and those for the ten regiments raised U0, ransporta 
of the last session of congress are elere? cberations 
one hundred and sixty two. ag a have | 
By the operations of the recruiting we 08t unto! 
believed that the present strength of ! ee ~ © accom 
regiments will be fully sustaswed, amd P tral, 
creased. div Asa me 
The accompanying tables from the 7 Portant br 
ral’s office show that there are now 10 oy partment, 
gaged for the war, twenty three regio , efficiency, 
teers, seven battalions, and thirty a ‘oe Mendation 
not organized into regimepts oF bal hab ets, mect 
rank and file of all these do not ae ‘ several 
twenty thousand men. Most of the vo deg, in 
erie. 

















;| Occup) ibg the whole country—the wide extent of 


campaign, and particularly in the * 
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The casualties of the ser- 

rice have, therefore, failen heavily upon them:— 

ey have become considerably reduced. To give 

serving for the war their complete organiza- 

tion, will require an addition of about twelve thou- 
sand five hundred men. 

Attempts have been made, under the act passed at 
the last session of congress, to engage volunteers to 
fil. up the. : -in service, and officers have 
been detached from their comman Is for that purpose. 

ese efforts have not been successful; only eight 
hundred and twenty one have been procured. One 
of the disadvantages attending these attempts has 
heen the want of authority to place them on the 
same footing in respect to compensation as recruits 
for the regular army. As the volunteers engage for 
{he same term.as the recruits for the ten regiments, 
therecan’be no reason for not holding out to them 
the same inducements to enter the public service. — 
Iris, therefore, respectfully recommended that con- 
ress be asked to authorize a like bounty to volun- 
ter recrui:s. Ly 

J also suggest that those raised in the same state 
be consolidated temporarily, and the supernumerary 
officers sent home to obtain recruits for their respec- 
tive companies. Should this attempt prove unsuc- 
cessful, then I recommend that the consolidation be 
made permanent, and that entire companies of vo- 
junteers be accepted, to take the place of the vacan- 
cies in regiments and battalions which may be oc- 
casioned by the consolidation. 

The increase of the regular force to the proposed 
extent is much preferred to a further call for volun- 
teers—nol, however, because the former are prefer- 
able to the latter for courage, endurance, or gallant 
deeds of daring; fur, in these high attributes, the 
regular troops and the volunteers have been alike 
eminently distinguished, and have, on every trying 
occasion; nobly contended for excellence; but, judg- 
ing from past experience, it is believed that in this 
way the army can be more expeditionsly reinforced, 
and the regiments more effectively recruited and 
kept up, and in some respects better adapted to the 
services likely to be required of them. 

The exigencies of the war may require a larger 
force than can be brought into the field, including 
the proposed new regiments. It should not be re- 
stricted to a number less than twenty thousand.— 
With the increase of our present force by the ten 
new regiments, it is not probable that there will be 
occasion toexercise this authority; yetan emergency 
may arise when a resort to it would be of great im- 
portance to the public interest. 

The department has presented estimates for con- 
siderable deficiencies in some of the war appropri- 
ations for the current fiscal year. Provision was 
made in these appropriations for continuing in ser- 
Vice, besides the regular truops, ten thousand volun- 
leers; but 11 was subsequently deemed important to 
augment this volunteer force. The excess of vo- 
lunteers called oul beyond that number is over fif- 
leen thousand, for which no appropriation was inade. 
The expenses of organizing and ‘transporting them 


® 'o the seat of war, together with their pay, subsist- 


ence, and allowance for clothing, have produced a 
considerable part of these deficiencies. The unfore- 
seen and extraordinary rise in the price of articles 
of subsistence, has also caused a much larger ex- 
penditure in the commissary’s department than was 


® “Xpected when the estimates for subsistence was 


presented to the last congress. The largest amount 
of disbursements has been in the quartermaster’s 
Gepariment. For -a-statement of this amount, as 
well as the necessity for it, J respectfully refer to the 
report of the quartermaster general. ‘Ihe duties of 
that branch of the public service are numerous and 
dificult at all times; in war—and particularly in a 
foreign war, carried on ata great distance froin our 
ordinary sources of supplies—these dulies are vastly 
Dultiplied and complicated ‘The ditticulties under 
Which that department has labored from the com: 
Mencement of the war, suddenly called on, as- it 
then was, in an uc prepared state, to provide for se- 
Veral armies destined tor different aud distant fields 
Ol action, and subsequently in fitting vul the import- 
ant expedition agaiust Vera Cruz, and precuring 
Wransportativn by sea and land im our wide-spread 
Sperations, and the manner in whieb these difficul- 
lies have been met and overcome, often under the 
most untoward circumstances, are well presented in 


~~ “room pany ing repurt of the quartermaster ge- 
al. 


Asa measure for reducing expenses in one im- 
Portant branch of duties of the quartermaster’s de- 
taann aud at the same time giving it greater 
aia invite specia) altention’ to his recom- 
te ‘allun in regard tv the mode of employtig teams- 

fs, Wechanies, and other laborers... ‘These awoubt 

Several thousand; and the difficulty in procuring 
oa 1B wofficient numbers, and pelainivg ihem 10 


services at places where they are wanted, has forced 
upon that department the necessity of prying extra- 
vagant wages, and in other respects incurring larger 
expenses, which might, to a considerable extent, be 
avoided in the manner suggested. 

If authority were given to enlist the men required 
in the quartermaster’s department, with all the ad- 
vantages to which troops of the line are entitled, and 
subject to similar obligations, the public expenses on 
this account would be much diminished, and the 
quartermaster’s department relieved, to a considera- 
bie extent, from a serious embarrassment. 

In the estimates for the next fiscal year, deduc- 
tions have not been made for the contributions which 
may be collected at the Mexican ports, or levied in 
the interior of the country, nor for the supplies which 
may be there obtained. From these sources it is 
reasonable to expect such assistance as will lighten 
the burthens of the war; but there are no means of 
estimating the amount which the enemy can be 
forced to contribute towards defraying our expenses, 
or in the way of furnishing our troops with supplies. 
The orders and instructions issued to the officers of 
the army to levy contributions at the Mexican ports 
garrisoned by our troops, are hereto annexed. The 
total amont received by the officers of the army, as 
exhibited by the returns, is $ Of this sum, 
$————— have been paid over to the disbursing offi- 
cers of the army and navy, (see table annexed to the 
orders respecting military contributions.) Though 
our forces have occupied the principal Mexican ports 
on the gulf, the trade with them has been inconside- 
rable, because the introduction of merchandise into 
the country has been almost entirely obstructed.— 
The guerrilla bands have had possession of the ave- 
nues leading into the interior, and all articles, where- 
ver found, which have passed through ports in our 
occupation, have been regarded (and, I believe, by 
the express order of the Mexican government) as 
plunder. A very different state of things in this re- 
spect will, it is believed, hereafter exist, as the diffi- 
culties of bringing imports within the reach of con- 
sumers will be removed. In that event the collec- 
tions at these ports will be vastly augmented. 

The business of collecting the contributions has 
been necessarily devolved on military officers. This 
duty has been performed at unhealthy places, where 
a destroying epidemic prevails during many months 
of the year. It seems to be but just that those thus 
employed and thus exposed should receive additional 
compensation; but, under the restriction of existing 
laws, there is no authority to sanction their claim to 
an extra allowance. I respectfully recommend that 
congress should be asked to allow to officers engaged 
at the Mexican ports in collecting contributions, a 
per centage on the sums received, and that authority 
should be giyen to regulate the number and deter- 
mine the pay of the several persons employed in this 
business. There is no official information in this de- 
partment showing the amount of revenue or contri- 
butions which has been levied at the ports in our oc- 
cupancy on the Pacific; but it is understood that col- 
lections have been made, and the amount applied to- 
wards the support of the civil government established 
in California. 


The despatch of Col. Mason, to which I have be- 
fore alluded, refers to the unsettled claims in that 
country against the United States, and recommends 
that immediate measures should be taken to ascer- 
tain the amount of such as are well founded, and 
that provision be made for immediate payment.— 
These claims are principally for property of various 
descriptions furnished to, or taken by, our forces in 
the course of the military operations in that country. 
The delay to pay them has already produced much 
dissatisfaction, and is prejudicial to the interests of 
he United States. Some of the officers engaged. in 
this distant service have become personally responsi- 
ble fur debts contracted for the use and in the ser- 
vice of the United States; it is also due to them that 
provision should be made for paying these deots. 

The resolution of the 3d of March last, providing 
for the payment of expresses incurred by states and 
individuals in organizing, subsisting, and transporting 
volunteers previous to their being mustered and re- 


ceived into the service of the United States, had re- 


ference to such troops only as had been mustered 


want of authority. 
asked to provide by law for the 


(cleims by the accounting officers. 





before that period. Like claims of a subsequent 
date have been presented, which could not be paid for 
J recommend that congress be 
adjustment of these 


I also recommend that provision be made for the 
payment of a regiment of volunteers from Texas, 
which entered the service in February last, in com-. 
pliance with a call by the commanding officer at Ca¥ 
margo, under what he deemed to be a pressing emer- 
gency. The regiment, after being mustered,  pro- 
ceeded to the Rio Grande, where it was discharged, 
pursuant to an order of Major General Taylor. As 
this call was made without authority from either this 
department or the commanding general, an appropri 
ation will be necessary to pay the volunteers for the 
tine they were in service. 

I respectfully repeat the recommendation in my. 
last annual report on the subject of clothing in kind 
for volunteers, in lieu of the money which is at pre 
sent paid to them as a commutation, The experi-. 
ence of the past year has shown the necessity: for 
this change. The clothing provided by the volun= 
teers themselves, both in kind and quality, is gene- 
rally unsuited for the service, and often proves to be 
deficient in quantity, Serving in an enemy’s coune 
try, and ata distance from the ordinary sources of 
supply, it can seldom be replaced when lost or worn 
out, and always at an exorbitant price. Much of the 
suffering which has been experienced by these troops. 
may be attributed to the want ,of proper clothing. 
If authority were given to supply the volunteers in 
the manner provided for the regular troops, it is bee 
lieved they would be better clothed, and at less cost 
to themselves and to the government, than by the. 
present mode, It is understood that, if such provi- 
sion is made, the arrangements of the quartermaster’s 
department are such in relation to providing cloth- 
ing, that it can readily furnish a supply to the volun- 
teers. 

I also repeat the recommendations in my last ree 
port, in regard to a retired list of officers of the 
army, who, by age or infirmities, have become une 
able to perform active duties. The experience of 
the past year has added force to the considerations 
in favor of such a measure. For the details of the 
plan, as well as for reasons in favor of it, I invite 
your attention to the report of the adjutant gene- 
ral, 

Besides the reports of the adjutant general and the 
quartermaster general, before particularly referred 
to, 1 also herewith submit for your consideration 
others from the commissary general, the paymaster 
general, the chief engineer, the chief of the topo: 
graphical engineers, the officer in charge of the ord- 
nance department, the surgeon general, the commis- 
sioner of pensions, and the commissioner of Indian 
affairs. ‘These several reports are presented in the 
fullest confidence that their examination will afford 
most gratifying proof that the public duties devolved 
upon each, though unusually arduous, have been, 
throughout the past year, faithfully and ably dis- 
charged. 


The report of the chief engineer exhibits the con- 
dition of the permanent defences, under construction 
and repair, along our seaboard and northern frontier. 
Owing to the small amount of means placed within 
the control of the department for this purpose, but 
little progress during the last ten years has been 
made in these works. In preceding years, the syse 
tem of defence has been prosecuted. with considera 
ble success, Important points have been placed in 
comparative security; but there are others, having 
strong claims to protection, that yet remain in a de~ 
fenceless state. It is not deemed wise, under pre- 
sent circumstances, to withdraw all attention from 
our system of exterior defence. 

The estimate which has been submitted for expen- 
diture upon those works is moderate. It is below 
that of last year, and much less than the average 
geants in former years, 

Congress having provided for a board of visiters 
to attend the general examination of the military 
academy at West Point, a number of eminent citi- 
zens from various states were invited to form such 
board, with a view to inquire into the state of dis- 
cipline of that institution, its instruction, policy, ade 
ministration, financial affairs, and other concerns, 
and to report thereon for tiie information of con- 
gress. Their report will be found among the papers 
herewith, from the engineer department. It presents 
the institution, in all respects, in a very favorable 
light; and J trust that, besides the appropriations re- 
quired for its maintenance and efficiency, provision 
will be made for an annual board of visiters. " 

The company of- engineer- soldiers, authorized by 
[the wet OF Conger ef May 15th: 1848; has: bean 
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more than a year on active duty in Mexico, and has 
rendered efficient service. I again submit, with ap- 
proval, the proposition of the chief engineer for an 
increase of this description of force, as required to 
meet the wants of our armies in the field. 

The surgeons and assistant surgeons constituting 
the medical staff of the army are all required for the 
troops in the field, and itis ascertained by expe- 
rience that they are scarcely sufficient for the exi- 
gencies of the service. The wants of the service 
have rendered it necessary to employ physicians in 
civil life, to assist in the duties of the medical staff.— 
This deficiency of medical assistance has been ow- 
ing, in part, to the number of surgeons and assist- 
ants who have been detached from the troops to take 
charge of the several hospitals which the proper 
care and treatment of the sick and wounded have 
rendered indispensable. Ample provision for the 
cure and comfort of officers and soldiers suffering by 
wounds or ‘lisease, is demanded by justice and huma- 
nity. 1 therefore earnestly commend to your approval 
the proposition for authority to appoint six hospital 
surgeons, to be continued in office only to the end of 
the present war. 

I do not doubt, however much it is to be lamented, 
that many soldiers who have faithfully served their 
country in the army will retire from it worn out in 
service, disabled by wounds, or permanently impair 
ed in health, by exposure and hardships, without the 
means of comfortable support or the ability to earn 
it. In this situation, they will look with reasonable 
expectation to theic country for a provision better 
suited to their condition than that which is now made 
by our pension laws. This would be afforded to 
them by an army asylum orretreat. The comforts 
of such a public institution are due to this unfortu- 
nate and meritorious class of our fellow-citizens, 
from a grateful and paternal government. 1 concur 
in the acting surgeon general's recom:nendation of 
such an establishment, and submit it to your favora- 
bie consideration. 

The number of pensjoners of all classes on the 
rolis of the pension office is twenty-three thousand 
and nineteen. The sumber paid during the half 
year ending on the Ist of July last was ouly fifteen 
thousand and ninety two. The office has not the 
means of ascertaining the deaths among them, but 
the number of pensioners iias been by that cause 
considerably reduced during the last year. The re. 
duction in that period is estimated to be at least ten 
per centum. 

The law allowing a bounty in lands to the soldiers 
who have served in the war with Mexico, has thrown 
a pressure of duties upon the pension office, requir- 
ing a Jarge increase of labor. In order to furnish 
these soldiers with scrip and certificates of location 
as early as practicable, several persons have been 
empivyed wader a promise to present their claims 
for compensation tv congress. Without their assis~ 
tance, much delay would have unavoidably resulted 
in this branch of the public business, attended with 
some injury aud inconvenicnee to the meritorious 
claimants; and, even with this assistance, there are 
many cases not yet acted on, although ail practicable 
despatch has been used. ‘Ihe applications for cert. 
ficates of location and for scrip previvus to the 13th 
of November, (the date of the commissioner's re- 
port,) had amounted to eighteen thousand three 
huudred and sixty. Seven thousand three hundred 
aud fourteen certificates (or land, and nine hundred 
and ninety of scrip, had been issued. Two thou- 
sand two hundred and teo applications had been 
rejected or suspended, and seven thousand eight 
hundred and forty-six then remained to be exawiu- 
ed. 

It is respectfully urged that recommendation should 
be submitted to congress to make provision, not only 
to pay those who bave already rendered service, 
but for such an additional number of clerks as may 
be required for the despaich of this business, 

Ofhcers of the line and staff have been required 
to perform duties at several places where a destruy- 
ing epidemic has prevailed. Several have falien 
Victims to it, Their position was as perilous as that 
of the officers who have mingled in open conflict 
with the enemy. The families of those who have 
been stricken dawn by this insidious foe have, in my 
opinion, as just a claim to the care and aid of the 

evernment as the families of such as bave fallen in 
battle, or died of wounds received while in the dis- 
charge of their duty; and | recommend that con- 
gress should be requested to make the same provi- 
sion for them. ; 

[fully concur in the suggestion of the adjutant 

neral, that the pension law should be so wodified 
as to place the widows and children o the officers 
and soldiers ef the regular army on the same favor 
gbie footing as those of the volunteers. The former 
have equal claims to the justice of the country; and 


sound policy, the distinction should be obliterated, 
and the liberal and just _provisions, now spplicabie 
alone to the latter, should be enjoyed alike by both. 

A most important and difficult part of the duties 
devolved npon this department is the management 
of our Indian affairs. Our relations with the tribes 
are yearly extending, and, in many respects, assum- 
ing a more interesting character. For a full ac- 
countof our relations and transactions with them 
during the past year, I respectfully refer you to the 
report of the commissioner of Indian affairs. 

This wise policy of separating the Indians resid- 
ing in states and organized territories, from conti- 
guity to, and intermingling with, the white popula- 
tion, and of setting them in a quiet home. removed 
as far as practicable from the reach of influences so 
pernicious to their well-being, has been steadily 
pursued, and generally with favorable results. Some 
embarrassments have arisen in the removal of the 
Choctaws, but they have been, to a great extent 
overcome; and arrangements are in progress which 
promise success to that undertaking. A very satis— 
factory account of the various measures which have 
been pursued to carry out this policy of removal, 
will be found in the commissioner’s report. 

Two treaties will soon be laid before you, which 
have been negotiated with different bands of the 
Chippewas of the Upper Mississippi and Lake Su- 
perior, for a portion of their lands west of that river, 
A part of this large tract is intended for the Win- 
nvebdbagoes, now ready to remove and surrender their 
possessions in lowa,and the rewainder is held tn 
reserve for any other tribes yet remaining east of 
the Mississsipp1, who may prefer a northern loca. 
tion. , 

The Sioux and the Chippewas have long been 
enemies, and hostile collisions between them are of 
frequent occurrence. By interposing, as is now 
proposed, other tribes beiween them, their tong che- 
rished feuds, it is hoped, will subside, and that 
region of country cease to be any longer the theatre 
of frequent Indian disturbances. 

Ainong those tribes with which we have treaties, 
or wear which our agents reside, tranquillity has 
generally prevailed. ‘The only ex:eptions known 
are the outrages committed by parties of the Sioux 
—~one upon the Winnebagoes, which, by our inter- 
ference, was amicably adjusted; and the others upon 
the Omahas, the Ottoes, and the friendly Pawnees. 
Proper measures have been taken to punish the 
aggressors, and to prevent the repetition of such oc- 
curreuces, 


The depredations upon the trains on the Santa 

Fe route have been, it is believed, committed prin- 
cipally, if not entirely, by Indians, with whom we 
have hitherto had but little or no intercourse, and 
who can, therefore, only be controlled, aud their 
mischievous propensities repressed, by a military 
force. For this purpose, such a force has been sent 
into that region with instructions to chastise the 
offenders, and procure, as far as practicable, the res- 
toration of the plundered property. 
The anomalous condition of our relations with 
the Indians in Texas embarrasses the action of the 
department in relation tc them. The laws regulat- 
ing intercourse with the Ludian tribes do not extend 
over Texas. A special agent was, however, ap- 
pointed at the close of the last session of congress, 
to visit the several bands in that state, to counsel 
with them, and to distribute such presents, in goods, 
as were deemed most useful and best calculaied tu 
conciliate their good-will, aud to inspire confidence 
inthe friendly dispusition of the United States to- 
wards them. This proceeding has been attended 
with success; but it is desired that congress, at the 
approaching session, should place our relations with 
these ludians on a more permanent basis, 

A difficulty has arisen among the Stockbridge Ia. 
dians in Wisconsin, accasiuned, principally, by the 
legislation of congress, which cannot be overcoune 
without further legislation. The necessity for the 
further action of congress on the subject is clearly 
presented in the commissioner’s report. 

It will be perceived by that report, that very spe- 
cial attention has been given, during the ‘past year, 
lo the important subject of education among the 
Indians. Additional schvols on the new system— 
combining manual labor with rudimental mstruction 
~~-have been established, and arrangements made for 
others among several of the tribes. To extend this 
system as far as practicable,, it has been found ne- 
cessary to employ all the funds atthe disposal of 
the department, some portion of which has been 
heretoiore applied to educate a few boys at different 
simivaries in the states. The mode now adopted for 
applying \he funds provided for educations is deemed 
altogther preferable, and promises the most highly 
benefieial results. 

For information in regard to many other impor- 





pen us account, es well as upon copsiderauogs of 


[tant concercs god interesting matters connected | 





with our Indian relations—too numerous for even, 
brief notice in this communication—[ respect{y) 
invite your attention to the commissioner's r. J 


I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your 


obedient servant, 
W. L. MARCY, 
Secretary of wa, 
To THE PRESIDENT. ) ; 
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We subjoin an abstract from its statements and 
estimates. 

The receipts and expenditures for the fisca 


| 
ending on the 30th June, 1847, were— ~~ 


From customs 747 8 
From public lands ay 358 : 
From miscellaneous sources 100,57y 5| 
From avails of treasury notes and 
loans 25,679,199 45 
Total receipts 2.025.989 
Add balanoe in treasury July 1, 1846, ari 13 - 
Total means 61,152, 4 
The expenditures during the same , zi 
period were 59,451,177 65 


Leaving balance in treasury July lst, 
1347 $',701,251 95 
The estimated receipts and, expenditures for the 
fiscal year ending 3Uth June, 1848, are— 
RECEIPTS, VIZ: 
From customs, Ist quarter by actual 
returns 


$11,106 257 4 
From customs, 24, 3d, and 4th quar- 


ters, a8 estimated 19 893,742 59 
: $31,000,000 00 
From sales of public lands 3,500,000 00 
From miscellaneous sources 400,000 00 
$34,900,000 09 

From avails of treasury notes and 
loans 6,285,294 55 





Add balance in treasury 1, 1847, 1,701,251 % 





Total means, as estimated $42,986,545 8) 


EXPENDITURES, VIZ: 
The actual expenditures for lst quar- 
ter ending Sept. 30, 1847, were 
The estimated estimated expeudi- 
tures for the public service during 
the other three quarters, from 
October Ist, 1847, to June 30th, 
1848, are— 
Civil list, foreign inter- 
course, and iniscella- 


$16,469,194 6 


neous $5,486,180 42 
Army proper, including 
volunteers 19,080,865 58 


Fortifications, ordnance 
arming militia, &c. 
Indian department 
Pensions 
Naval establishment 10,241,072 47 
Interest on public debt 
aud treasury notes 2,250,577 18 
Treasury notes outstand- 
ing and payable when 
presented 


2,036,446 50 
1,720,660 26 
1,063,523 66 


267,139 31 





42,146,465 3 
$58,615,660 07 


ae 





Excess of expenditures over means 


July 1, 1848. 915,729,114 7 


The estimated receipis, means, and expenditure 
for the fiscal year commencing July 1, 1848, ® 
ending June 30, 1849, are— 00 
From customs $32,000,000 


From sales of public lands 3,000,000 f 
From miscellaneous sources 100,000 

——— or 

Total revenue 5,100,000 00 


Deduct deficit July 1, 1848 15,729,114 7 
— 


919,370,885 7 


a3 esti 
easuly; 


Means available for service of fiscal 
year ending June 30, 1849, 


The expenditures during the same period, 
mated by the several departments of state, '° 





War, oavy, and postmasver general, are~= 


$41,185 294 55 I 
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4,587,577 82 
49,582,153 13 





( $55,644,941 72 
ivil list, foreign inter- 
course, and miscella- 
neous $5,613,061 52 


ro r, volun- 

pag je military 
academy " 32,007,028 42 

ortifications, ordnance 
ilitia, &c. 2,045,169 90 
.: 1.694 318 84 


ang 926 401 81 


ian department 
na yo 3 bee soa 10,905,558 55 
2,453,402 68 


nterest on public debt 
and treasury notes 
$55 644,941 72 





q duct means remaining applicable 


to service or fiscal year ending 


June 30, 1849 $19,370,885 73 





of expenditures cver means 
july 1, 1349. $36,274,055 99 


It will be perceived that if the war is continued 
»ptil the 1st July next, and no additional revenue 
rovided by congress, nor any su‘ns received from 
nilitary contributions in Mexico, there would be a 
eficit in the treasury on that day of $15,729,114 27. 
or the reasons hereafter stated, under the upera- 
ions of the constitutional treasury, it will not be ne- 
essary hereafter to retain in the treasury, to meet 
he wants of the government, and afford a constant 
upply for all their enlarged operations to the munt 
nd branch mints, a sum exceeding $3,000,000.— 
dding this to the deficit in the treasury on the Ist 
of July next, it makes the sum of $18,729,114 27 to 
supplied during that period, to mect which, if the 
xpenditures authorized and estimated should take 
place prior to that dste, a Joan for that sum would be 
equired, if no additionai revenue was derived from 
ny source whatever. It is believed, however, that 
congress would adopt the following measures, 
hich are recommended to their favorable consider 
lion, additional revenue to the amount of $4,500 000 
ber annuw might be realised: First, from a duty on 
ea and coffee of 25 per cent. ad valorem $3,000,000; 
ow the reiuction and graduation in the price of the 
blic lands, $1,000,000 per annum; and fromm the 
Xlension of ihe pre-emption privilege to every bona 
de settler on our unsurveyed Iinds wherever the 
bdian title nay be extinguished, ¥500,000 per an- 
um. Should these measures by adopted by con- 
ress, the loan might be reduced te a sum not ex- 
eeding, at the most, $17,000,U00. In estimating the 
ban at $17,000,000, allowance 1s made for the iact 
al these wessures for additivnal revenue could oot 
ll go into effect, so as to produce the full amount 
uring the lime intervening between the present pe- 
loc and the Ist of July next; after that date it is 
ot doubted that they would produce the full amount 
f $4,500,000 per annum. - The president of the 
hited States has, however, directed contribution to 
t levied in Mexico in every form that may be sanc- 
oned by the law of natious. ‘These contributivns 
ngist, first, in diminishing the estimated expendi- 
ure, by obtaming, as far as practicable, supplies for 
me army in Mexicu; second, by duties upon imports, 
$@ miliary contribution; third, by eniorcing the 
vexican duty upon exports; lourth, by directing the 
eigure and appropriation to the support of the war 
bd the army, of ail the internal revenues of Mexicu, 
cept traneit duties, whether ussessed by the general 
evernment of Mexico, or by any departwent, city 
Flown thereof. By the acts of September 2, 1799, 
bd the 10th of May, 1500, it is the duty of this de- 
artinent to report to congres3 estimates ol the pro- 
able amount that will ue derived from all soarces 
mbined, in order that no jarger loan may be asked 
SBecled than would be requisite afier deuucting 
“6 @oiount thus estimated. ihe sum to be realized 
°@ these wilitary contributions will depénd upon 
lWre contingencies. If our armies are + ithdrawn 
om the capital and ports of Mexico, nothing wouid 
ithar ii they were 
.. wees irom the capital, ielaiuing the puris, nv 
»p Faisit being open tor i... ports iwtu the imterior 
a bs the rich aud populous purtion of the country, 
ula oe he Wiiuing region, a very small revenue 
‘rhe Uerived irum tuis suurce, as shown by past 
ti: ar PR Ade gt Hui exceeuiug $1,000,000 per 
our | 1, boWever, lhe ports at piesent vccupied 
Orces O© relaiued, aud ali ine rest selacd o£ 


— 


ee - 





blockaded, so as to prevent the carrying of imports 
into the interior, through any other ports than those 
held by our forces; if the roads were then opened into 
the interior, through the city of Mexico and the min- 
ing region, and the route of commerce across the 
isthmus, rendered secure, it is my conviction, that 
the revenue from all these sources above specified 
ought not to be less, so far as the duties on exports 
and imports are concerned, than has heretofore been 
collected by the government of Mexico. 

] have not been able to obtain any reliable state- 
mentofthe amount of duties realized in Mexico 
upon exports; if however, it were fairly cullected 
upon all the exports of specie from Mexico, it would 
probably not amount to less than $1.000,000 per 
annum. It is not known, however, that so large a 
sum as realized from this duty was ever recorded in 
the custom house returns of Mexico. Under these 
circumstances, it is extremely difficuli to estimate 
the amount of duties whach could be derived> from 
this source, but they ought rot to fall below $500 000 
peraonum. The receipts from outy on imports col- 
lected by Mexico have varied from six to twelve 
millions of doilars per annum; and I think it ought 
not to be less with the ports and interior and tie 
roads in our possession, and rendered secure for ex- 
ports and imports. 

There are many reasons why it ought to be greater. 

The present duties are framed so ae to yield the 
largest revenue; whereas the Mexican tariff was in 
the highest degree protective and prohibitory; the 
duties, even when the goods were admitted, being 
geverally adverse to rerenue. ‘There were also sixty 
articles, the importation of which was probivited al- 
logether—among which were sugar, rice, cotton, 
boots and half boots; coffee, nails of al! kinds, leather 


ali kinds, common earthenware, lard, molasses, 
timber of all kinds, saddies of all kinds, cotton goods 
or textures, chiefly such as are made in the 
United States; pork, frest: or salted, smoked or cur- 
ed; woollen or cotton blankets, or Counlerpances; 
shovs and slippers; wheat and grain of all kinds.— 
The admission of the prohibited goods at rea- 
sonable rates, the change of the protective into reve- 
nue duties, and the aboiition of the heavy transit 
charges, wust of cuurse.increase imports and revenue, 
and greatly eularge our trade with Mexico, bringing 
back specie in return fur our goods imported there. 
No nation, ip proportion to ils wealth, can afford to 
import more than Mexico; because her great siaple 
export, being specie, is sought by all nations in ex 
change tor their gouds imported there. Under our 
brave officers the money will not be lost, as it was 
lo a great extent by peculation under the Mexican 
government, and the lower duties will to a great ex- 
tent prevent smuggling. Whe duties also veing col- 
i; cled on the gouds imperted from one Mexican port 
into another, will be an addition to the amount ex- 
acted by the Mexican goverument. 

On the whole, 1 cannot believe that, under the cir- 
Cumsiances and condition of things abuve suggested 
as the ost favurabie to augment these cuntribu- 
tions, that t: e duties on imports, with all the ports, 
ihe rouds, and interior in our miliiary possessiun, 
would ve less than it was under the government ol 
Mexico-—especiaily under the guaranty already 
given, thatin any trealy of peace it wili, as announc- 
ed, be provided that the goods imported should yel- 
ther be confiscated nor subjected to any new duly Dy 
Mexico. ‘ 

The internal revenue collected by the Mexican 
government, os well as departments, was about §13, 
UOU,U00 per annua. 


I do pot believe, however, that any very jurge por- 
dion ol this revenue could be collected under our mi- 
itary system; and il have no sufficient data upon 
“hich to base rceliauie estimute as Lo Lhese sources of 
reveuue. 

Under these circumstances, it is impossible to 
Hawe any precise sum as thal which probably would 
be derived trom wiulilary coutrioutions in Mexico.— 
ihe more compiete, however, the pussession uf the 
country Oy vur lroops, the Jarger « ould be the reve- 
nue. Thus iuuch | bave thought it imcumocot on me 
tu 8a); abd witvoul Deing able to OX any precire sum, 
it 18 wy Conviction that the revenues lial may De de- 
rived irum these various sources lu Wexicu would ve 
Very Colsiderauie, aud augmenting irou tie tu Lime. 
ln view, however, of the uncertamty of the amount 
Of these Contributions al prereul, aud the delay in 
Calryitgy them mio effect, us the measures propused 
lur augmenting lue revenue vy dulics upon tea ane 
coffee, (ue reuuctiva of the price ul the public L.nde, 
and the eXtensivp of tbe pre-ewplivu privilege, 
shuuid wot be adopled vy congre-s, 1 recommend toatl 
auihurity be grauted lu ucgoliale a ivan tur the su u 
vi $15,000 ,0UU, Upot ihe lerus authorized DY the act 
ul 4Biu vi Javualy task, Suvuid the war Vo couinu- 





CU uuidd bus dab vey vi July, 1049, au auditional ivan, 


of most kinds, four, cotton yarn, and thread; soap of | 








amounting to $20 500.000. would be necessary if no 
additional revenues be granted by congress, and no 
contributions were levied in Mexico. As it is he- 
lieved, however, that a considerable sum must be 
derived from these contributions, no further loan 
beyond the amount of $18,500,000 is asked at this 
period; and it is believed that this sum is all that will 
be required, in all probability, until the meeting of 
congress in December, 1848. It is possible, however, 
that a further loan for a sum not exceeding $6 000,- 
000, may be required before that time. Should this 
be the case, there will be ample time to cominnnicate 
the information to congress, and ask a further pro- 
vision for that amount. 

A duty of tv enty-five per cent. ad valorem on tea 
and coffee is again respectfully recommended. By 
reference to tables RR | and RR Q, it appears that 
the aggregate value of our imports of tea and coffee 
is progressing, and that the impost suggested would 
probably vield an annual revenue of $3,000,000, re- 
ducing the loan, aiding the credit and finances of the 
government, and, with our other rescurces, securing 
prompt payment to our gallant army and oavy, who 
are vindicating the rights, sustaining the honor, and 
elevating the character of our country. The expe 
rience of the last year proves that no additional re- 
‘enue, Or none exceeding a few thousand dollars, 
could be obtained from any augmentation of duties 
upon the dutiable imports. No such augmentation 
is recommended; and scarcely any revenue could be 
derived from the few remaining articles on the free 
list, exclusive of tea and coffee. 


It is a sound rule, when contracting a public debt, 
to provide, al the time, such revenue as will be ade- 
quate for the prompt payment of the interest, and the 
gradual but certain extinguishment of the principal 
of the debt. Lo long as this rule is pursued, there is 
no danger of any alarming accumulation of public 
debt, nor any apprehension thatthe public credit will 
be impaired or embarrassed. ‘To refuse the tax at 
this time, would be to accumulate a large debt with 
an augmenting amount of interest, and with no 
certain meaus provided for the liquidation of such 
engagements. The credit of nations is best iain- 
tained when for all their obligations, adequate pro- 
vision is made at the time; and there is danger that 
increasing debts, without any additional revenue, 
might expose our finances to great hazard. 

Diminishing expenses being one of the best means 
of iinproving the finances, the charges o! collecting 
the revenue frou customs have been carefully exa- 
mined, and every retrenchment made compatible 
with the public interest. The saving thus effected, 
notwithstanding the vast increase of business, will 
amount, it 1s believed, to nearly $500,000 per annum; 
not by reducing wages, or reasonadle compensation, 
but by dispensin, with every offi-er or agent not ab- 
sulutely required for the public service; by curtailing 
the expenses of the revenue marine; by introducing a 
more rigid and perfect system of accountability; by 
classifying the expenditures; and arranging them in 
tables under distinct heads; and, above all, by subject- 
ing them to the same checks under the supervision of 
the accounting offivers of the treasury, as apply to 
appropriations made by law; in regard to which con- 
gress will, no doubl, be guided by that wi-e aud en- 
lightened cconomy so important at this time to the 
maintenance of the public credit. - 

The recommenuations in my first, as well as my 
second annual report, of the reduction of the price of 
the puvlic laud- in favor of settlers and cuitivators, 
together with the removal of onerous restrictions 
upon the pre-emption laws, are again respectfully 
presented to the consideration of cungress# Sales at 
the reduced price, it 1s thought, should be confined to 
settlers and cultivators, in limited quantities, suffici- 
ent for farms and plantations, and the pre-emption 
privilege exiended to every bona fide settler, and 
embrace all lands whether surveyed ur unsurveyed, 
tu which the Indiao title may be extinguished. The 
lands rewaming subject to entry, at private sale, 
up the first of this munth, were 152,101 009 acres 
and the unsurveyed lands, to which tne Indian title 
has been extinguished, 71,048,214 acres, (per table 
Z.) ‘The adoption of the-e two measures, for the 
reasotis slated iu ny previous reports, would augment 
ihe revenue a million and a half of dollars per an- 

ui, Operating as they would ou 223,149,215 acres. 
lt would at the same time increase the wages of 
labor, by enavling a much larger number of the 
working classes lo purchase farws at the low price, 
whist it would atthe same time aug sent the wealth 
aud power of the whnule couniry. When the public 
lands have been offered a long time for a price they 
will Dot Dring, the failure to reduce the price is equi- 
valeut iu its effects tu an enactment by congress that 
these lauds shal wut be sold and settied for an yali- 
uted period. The case is still stronger as to unsur- 
veyed ianus, ihe e being an act of congress forbidding 
\ucic sales OF settioment, and denouncing as orimi- 
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nals and trespassers the American pioneers wh 
would desire to enter in advance into the wilderness 
cover it with farins and towns, with the ehurch 
ana the scheo! house, extend over it the blessing- 
of our free institutions, an: enlarge by the axe and 
the plough the cultivated area of the American 
union. 

Should the system proposed be now adopted, the 
surveyed as well as the unsurveyed lands opened to 
pre-emption, and the Jndian title extinguished within 
the cowing year, or that which succeeds it, in edd:- 
tion to lowaand Wisconsin, we shou!).! soon have twe 
new stales— Minesota and Itasca—in the great valley 
of the west, adjoining Wisconsin and lowa. Instead 
of draining the old states of their population, the 
graduation and pre-emption system will, in a serie- 
of years, increase their prosperity, by giving the. 
customers in the west, who will carry to them their 
products, and receive their imports or fabrics ww 
exchange, increasing the transportaton upon our rari 
roads and canals, and augmenting our foreign as well 
as cvastwise tonnage. The distribution of the pro- 
ceeds of the sales of these lands 1s prevented for at 
least 20 years, by the act of 28:h January, 1847, set 
ting spart and pledging these proceeds to the extin 
guishment of the public debt. So far, also, as distri 
bulicn may have been advocated with a view lo favor 
@ protective tarifl, it is now proved that a tariff to: 
revenue bot oniy yields a larger income than the 
plotective systes:, Dut also advances more rapidly in 
a series of years the prosperity of the manufacturers, 
by the augmentation of their foreign and duwmestic 
market. Every re.son, therefore, which has heretu- 
fore opposed Wie removal of ail resirictions from the 
pre-emption sysiem, or the reductlon and graduation 
of the price of the public lands, having ceased to 
GXist, his hoped that these measures may receive, 
during the present sessicn, the iavoravle considera- 
lion of congress. 





The ouseral lands were transferred by congress to 
this department, by actso' Isi and 3d March, 1847 
Aiter obtaining all the injormation in wy power, the 
law was earried into effect by the appointment Dy me 
ot Dr. C.F Jackson, ut Bostun, to mo ke the Zea 
Cal survey ol ihe dake Superior tond disteict in Me 
chigan, ard oi Dr. D D O-en, vf lidisna, t inake | 
@ siv ilar sursey, of the Cistppewa district in Wiscon 


| Vie Cousiderstion of congress. 





siv and worthers iowa, Phe sppointinect Ob au agent 
tu collect ihe rents, &c., by (Huse acts, was Coulerred | 
by we upon Cojonei D. R ; MeNair, of Nentucky, 
with Whouwi Wus assuCiaitd Gemoval kB J KRoverts, vt 
Michigan, as assi-caut Copies of the iostructions 
which were given by we to April last to Messrs Jack 
son aud Oven, as well as io Mr. MeNatr, the agent, | 
and Geu Kuverts, his assistant, ere hereto ap vexed; 
aud ihese tour yentlemeniarve all Zealuusiy perforia- 
ed them duties. Li wilt te perceived inal the iystr .c- 
tious given by this deparimens to Messrs. Jacksuu 
and Owen contempiate a cuinplete geological aud tu 
pographical description of this greal region, logetper 
with ine Datometri ai aud hygtomeirical ovserva 
tious, and a series of vOserVations on ihe dip aud ta 
Letisiiy of the needle, as ultimately Connected with the 
geological aud miveraivgical character vl the coun 
try, and as leading to resulis mteresung lo the cause 
oi general science. Frow the preimwary repuris 
alieady made vy Des. Jacksun and Owen, this ue- 
pattuwent feels well assured that Oui those gentie- 
men will tuily sustain thal high reputation tor peril 
ous and laburious exploration Ol pew regions, a> well 
as fur high scieulill. allainments, which iuduced this 
department lo copier thuse oppuintinents Upon thei. 
Jt was my pleasing duty lo uirect ail tne gevlogical 
and mieralogical specimens ovcrained, in cuniuruily 
with the act ui llin August, 1846, estabiishing tae 
Swithsoniao lustiitutiva, tv be deposited wilh a view 
to ther Wrabsier to Professur Josep Henry, the se- 
crelary thereul, whose greal discoveries have contri 
buted so large alu tuportaut av addition lo ihe cause 
of science, cuoulerred sv much honor on his native 
Couviry, aod aitracieu luc ad@iralion and appiause ol 
the distiuguisuad men engaged in sclenude pursulis 
iu every purtiou of the givove. The country being 
surveyed abounds in wmlueral wealih, and espeuhasily 
ip Copper; aud when the mines shall Decome the pro- 
perty ol individuals, and (ue adjaceul lauds setiied 
aud Culli¥ajd, Su as lo unile lnefe cheaper sudsist- 
ence Wilh more eUundanl lavor, it is Delieved that 
ibis greal region, vccupyl g a position bearly ceutrat 
between the Avianlic and wwe Pacific, must Become 
av Mwportaul portion ol Our couniry. Much tme 
avd lavor were ucvoled to tue preparation of thee 
Ipsiructivns, calllug lo my aid the very able aud 
efficient comuissivuer of the general land ythcer to 
whow tbe subject was shen Wapsicrred vy we, 
retaluibg Ohiy tue supervisory power iequiitd v) 
law. 

By the act of the 11]in February, 1847, a bounty w 
land wus designed Gy. congices ivi he Geyeli vi luc 
brave men Who are vindicating avread the riguls ace 





lands ate wuch less valuable than those in the great 
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maintaining the honor of their country. By the pro 
viso to that act, the sale of these claims ie prohibited 
until a warrant or certificate has issued, indicating, 
as is helieved, the benevolent intention of congress to 
secure homes to our soldiers and volunteers. It is 
deeply to be regretted, however, that the intentions 
of congress in this respect are to be defeated by sales 
of these warrants or certificates at a great sacrifice, 
which will be obviated, to a very great extent, for 
(he tuture, by further restrictions by congress upon 
‘hese assignments, and especially by forbidding the 
sale until the patent shali have issued. If this is not 
done, but very few of these brave men, when their 
toil and perils shall have terminated, will have re- 
tained the right to the homes intended for them by 
the benevolent policy of congress. W4.th a view, as 
far as practicable, to induce the soldiers and volun- 
teers to retain their rights, it was decided by thia 
department, after a conference with the secretary of 
war, who concurred in this opinion, that if the soldier 
and volunteer became a pre-emptor, he might use his 
warrant or certificate in purchase of the land upon 
which he had settled, hut that no assignee or pur- 
chaser could thus use such, warrangor certificate in 
payment of any lands that had not been offered at 
public sale. Under this decision, the warrant or 
cvrtificate is of more value to the soldier and volun 
teer than tv the purchaser; and there is an additional 
invlive lo retain the warrant or certificate. 
lustructions have also been issued by this depart- 
went to the various registers and receivers of land 
vifices, that they cannot become the purchasers of 
these Warrants or certificates or any other land scrip, 
nor wust they become agents for the sale, deposite, 
ur eXchange of the same; but confine themselves, aa 
lar 98 these warrants or certificates are concerned, 
excl.sively to receiving the same, when offered for 
jucalion, 48 prescribed by law. The public revenue 
would thus be augmented, and a just and liberal 
policy avopted, ii tne settlers upon the lands within 
ihe pres rived limits of the Milwaukie and Rock 
river Canal were permitted to purchase their settle- 
ents at the usual minimum price per acre, and such 
imudifiestion of the existiug law for the benefit of 
hese meriturious settlers, as well as with a view to 
auguent the revenue, is ecommended to the favora- 


Phe recommeadation contained in my last report 
iur lie estaviishmentol ports of entry in Oregon, and 
the eXtension there ol uur revenue laws, 1s again res- 
pectluily presented to the consideration of congress, 
logetber wiih Gouations of farms to settlers and emi- 
Bi aiis,aud ue grant of a school section in the centre 
uf every quarter ofa to nsiiip, which would bring 
the sehuul bhuuse within a pot notexceeding a mile 
and a bali in distance from the must remote ishabi- 
tant of such quarter township. 


This measure, as regards the additional schuol sec- 
tions, Would be bi.bly beneficial in all the new states 
and territories. lu Oregon, as a general rule, the 


valiey vl the west; and i. portant as it is io all our 
greal ilerests, aud especially as connected with our 
commerce with Asia aud the western coast of Ame- 
rica, that Oregon should be rapidly setthked with a 
large population, these measures would be attended 
with Lhe most happy results. Such a system, whilst 
it would streugifien the atlachment to the Union of 
tne iuhabitauts of that distant region, would rapidly 
a@ug@ent its settlement and population, and vring 
back, iv large revenues through the custom house, 
uh ainpie return to the governwent for the adoption 
vi @ policy su just and jiveral. 

‘Table D contains a full statement of all the trea- 
suiy notes paid uuder the act of the 1Uih of August 
last, amounting, ou the first of the present munth, to 
the sum of $33,067 06. 

favie & exhivits the amount of the public debt 
aud interesi paid trum 1st December, 1846, to 1st De- 
cember, 1847, in: luding the reimbursement of trea- 
sury nuies under acts prior to the act of 22d July, 
1346, unuer act of 22d July, 1846, and under aci 
vi 231 January, 1847, amounting i principal to 
the sum Of $9,046,511 85 and in iuterest to $1,433,- 
BOU 29. 

i:avie F, hereto annexed, shows the public debt 
due ub the Ist December, 1347, $45,659 659 40; the 
atmvuat Of the deol due on the 41h March, 1845, 
$17,758,799 62; ieaving the balance, being the deat 
iucursed since the 4in March, 1845, $27,870,859 78 
he same tadle exhivits the reductivn of lune vebt due 
vu the 4th Maren, 1345, by payments made since 
‘hat date, to $16,476,010 75. 

Tavle G exuidiis the awuunt available on the 1st 
Octuver, 1947, vi the tuaus of 1846 and 1847—veing 
vi the luan of 1546, then avatiadie, $1,645,900 59; 
abd vi the ioan vi 1347, $4,636,394; aud vi the agere- 
gate of butu, 96 205.294 30. 

Table H shows the amount available on the Ist 





Decemver, 1347, of the loaus o1 1046 dad Iod7—ve- | 


=O" tetera 


ing of the former then available $902 950 55 aa. 
the latter $3.299,878, and of the aggregate of 4 
$4,202,828 55. 4 
Table I exhthits a statement of (reasury 
under act of 22d July, 1846, issued in sada 
= specie deposited in 1847, amounting to goes" 


Table K exhibits a statenent of 6 per cent, (, 
sury notes in exchange for specie deposited t, . 
credit of the treasurer of the United State, vs 
der act of 28th January, 1947, amounting to Pr 
469,800. , 


Table L exhibits the amount of treasury noi, 
issued at52.5 per cent. interest, in exchange f, 
specie, under act of 23th January, 1847, aiountin 
to $471 000. ; 


Table M exhibits the reimbursement of treasy, 
notes monthly, from lst December, 1846 to the Ist 
December. 1847, amounting to $8,971,791 66. 

Table FF gives the items in detail of the deb of 
the United States due on the 4th March, 1845. 

Table N shows the transfers made to N. Orlea; 
in specie from the Ist January, 1847, to the Ist D,, 
ceiwber, 1847, being $3 616.517 30. 

Table X gives the amount of treasury notes pyij 
in for public lands during the 4th quarter of 1846 
and the Ist, 2d, and 3d quarters of 1847. . — 

Table KK exhibits the amonut of treasury noig 
paid in for duties from Ist December, 1846, to jy 
December, 1847, including the amount of $101 9 
paid into the custom house in April last, at par—tpe. 
ing the month in which the loan for $18,600, 
was negotiated; from which congress will obser 
the gradual appreciation of these notes in the my. 
ket, and their partial, discontinuance for that ting 
in revenue paymeni!s, and subsequent renewal of (hg 
payments, of treasury notes for duties. 

Table P exhibits separately the monthly issue of 
treasury notes from lst January, 13847, to the 30h 
November, 1847, inclusive, under the acts of |ul 
22d, 1846, and of the 28th January, 1847—under 
the former act $2,794,100, aud under the late 
$17,762,950, and im the aggregate of both $20.55), 
US0. 


Table Q exhibits the yearly payments on account 
of the principal and interest of the public debt frog 
1791 to 1847, both inclusive, amounting in the whol 
lo the sum «| $483 800,498 79. 

This tavle is the recorded evidence of the will 
and the avility of the American Union to discharge 
all its obligations, the amount of debt now due being 
$45,659,659 40—a sum less thau one-tenth of the 
amcuot of priacipal and interest of the public debi 
which we have already paid. hese payments wert 
made with uniform punctuality, and com nencigg 
with heavy am -unts at pefiods when our population 
was greatly jess tnan one-fifth of ils present number, 
and when its ability to meet its engagements wi 
even in a smaller proportion. 

It is impossible for any American citizen lor 
gard this evidence of the honor and good faith offi 
country with any other feelings than those of prit 
avd satisfaction. In war and in peace, our couslly 
has maintained her hovor unsullied, aud resolvtl, 
through every sacrifice of blued and treasure, lbil 
it must and shail be preserved. 

The constitutional treasury went into effect on ltt 
Ist of January last; and the business of the gover 
ment under this act, during the last eleven mons 
haé been conducted in specie; of which, as appeit 
by table U, there was received during the last eierél 
months, for loans, customs, lands, and miscellave 
collections, the sum of $43 667,586 18 in specie, a 
the sum of $48,226,516 31 during the same elered 
months disbursed in specie. 

In New York (see table Y) during the mont f 
August last $3,340,706 43 in specie was received’ 
the collector ci that poit, and m_ the last elere 
months by him in specie $18,615,422 26. Dvr 
the same month of August, there «as deposited (s 





‘table GG) the sum of $5 795,720 92 with the asset 


aut treasurer of (hat city, aad transferred inet 
disbursed by that oflicer. The receipts aod verve 
ments of the government in specie, during te © 
eleven montis, have amvunied, together, 10 ee 
of $96,894 402 49; and not a dollar bas vee? we 
the treasury, nor any injury ivficied up? sik 
branch of commerce or busivess. The constitt : | 
al treasury has been tried during a period 0 alk 
when it was ne. essary to negotiale very ore wl 
when our expenditures were being increase ae 
when transfers unprecedented in amouut “util 
quired to distaut points for disbursement. af 

the jasi eleven months, the goverument has pare 
travsierred, and disbursed “more specie ts? * 

the whoie aggregate period of fily-sevep ie . 
ceding, since the aduption of the constilulle”’ 
petider tbe sysiem stil more sete, uselul, #° 


wical) 10 deMue more cleatly the powers +! YY” 
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——_— 
artnet, and especially to render more secure ‘the 
yblic money in the hands of disbursing agents” the 
endments suggested in my last annual report, (in- 
yr the establishment of a branch mint at New 
York,) and which received the sanction of the house 
of representatives during the last session, are again 
ecommended to the favorable consideration of con 
2 nen During the year ending 30ih June, 1847, our 
prports of specie were $24,121,289, (see table T,) 
most of which, under former systems, must have 
one into the banks, to have been made the basis of 
a of their paper to the additional amount ef 
fifty or sixty millions of dollars. Such an expansion, 
during the last spring apd summer, accompanied by 
still higher prices, and followed by a greater fall, 
and by bankruptcies in England to an extent here- 
tofore unknown, finding our banks and credit greatly 
expanded, and reacting upon this expansion, would 
have produced a revulsion here exceeding any that 
has heretofore occurred in the country. A general 
suspension of the banks would probably have result- 
ed; depressing the wages of labor and prices of pro 
perty and products; allecting injuriously the opera- 
tions and credit even of the most solvent, and pro- 
ducing extensive bankruptcies. From this revulsion 
we have been saved by the constitutional treasury, 
by which the specie imported, instead of veing con 
verted into bank issues, has been made to circulate 
directly to a great extent as a currency among the 
people—having been recoined here during the last 
eleven months by the new orders of this department 
under the act of 9th of February, 1793, and the zea- 
Jous co-operation of the abie and efficient head of the 
mivt at Philadelphia, to the unprecedented extent 
of $20,758,048 12; and there are thousands of our 
citizens now solvent and prosperous, who have been 
saved from ruin by the whclesome operation of the 
constitulional treasury. ‘i'‘he banks that so unwisely 
opposed the system have been rescued, probably 
from avother suspension; their stockholders, deposi- 
tors,and note holders from severe losses; and the 
country abd government from the ruinous effects of 
a depreciated paper currency. If the union of the 
government with the banks had continued, and their 
suspension and tie depreciation of their paper oc- 
curred curing the war, requiring large specie dis- 
bursements, which suspended banks could not fur- 
nish, conse quences the most disastrous to the honour 
and the inleresis of the country must have ensued. 
The government is now disconnected from vanks, 
and yet its stock and notes are at par, although we 
have been constrained to contract heavy loans and 
to keep larger armies in the field thaa at any former 
period. But during tne last war, when the govern-| 
meht was Connected wilh banks, ile six per cent. 
stock and treasury nutes were vepreciated twenty- 
five per cent., payabie in bank paper twenty per cent. 
below par; thus amounting toa loss of forty-five cents 
in every doilar Upon the operations of the govern 
ment. Jn my first annual report to congress, ou the 


ney market, a large and sudden contraction of the 
paper currency, a calling in of heavy loans by the 
-banks, and as a consequence, many failures and most 
frequent suspensions of specie payments. ) 
the first time in our htstory, although failures in 
England of the most unprecedented magnitude 
have occurred, including banks and bankers, yet 
our banks and credit are sound and stable, and the 
business of the country is still prosperous and pro- 
gressive. 


cially to our manufacturers, than the expansions, 
contractions, and fluctuations of the bank paper sys- 
tem, vibrating with every considerable change of 


‘lishment of a branch of the mint of the U. States at 
| the city of New York. 


Now, for 


Nothing is more injurious to all classes, but espe- 


the public moneys held by them as depositories.— 
This perilous and seductive bank paper system opens 
temporarily, and beyond the wants of the country, 
a market here for foreign imports not in exchange 
for exports, but for credit; the redemption of which 
drains the country of its specie, contracts the paper 
currency, forces, at a sacrifice, the sale of domestic 
fabrics, and depresses the industry of the whole 
country. Domestic manufacturers require for their 
permanent and succe#ful operation the basis of spe- 
cie, checking vibrations and inflations of the paper 
system, confining our imports to ihe wants of the 
country, and preventing the temporary purchase ol 
foreign goods for credit, and not for exports, which 
always results in disturbance of the money market 
and an injury to the country. If our manutacturers 
desire great advantages from the home market, it 
must be abundantly and permanently supplied »« ith 
a large specie circulation, which alune can sustain 
that market for a number of years, and prevent 
those calamities whiet must follow an inflated paper 
currency. A home warket for our wanufactures, 
when based upon specie and low duties, ir solid, pet- 
manent, and auginenting; but when founded upou 
paper credits, it is inflated one year, only to be de 
pressed the next, or some succeeding year—tliis de- 
priving the manufacturer of any well assured aid 
permanent domestic market. 

The bank deposit year (1936) when we were Iin- 
porting grain, contrasted with 13847—1the year of di- 
vorce of the government frow banks—exhioils the 
deiusive inflation of the one with its succeeding dis- 
asters, and the solid prosperity of the other; resist 
ing thus far, to a great extent, the revulsion i Eng 
land, and proving the good effects of the union of low 
dulies and the specie receiving and specie circulating 
constitutional treasury. 


l renew my former recommendation for the estab- 


During the last 11 months, 
commencing on the ist of January last the amount 
of coin actually paid in to the assistant treasurer a! 
that city (as per table H H) $29,904,744 19, searly 
all of which «as in toreign coimm—a large portion of 
which, as far as practicable, was transferred and 
recoined into our own coin at the mint at Philadel 








3d December, 1845, in recommending the adoption 
of the coustitulional treasury, the following observa- 
lions were made: 

“Nor wall it be uselul to establish a constitutional 
treasury, ii it is to receive or disburse the paper ol 
banks.” 

“li paper, in what ever form, or from whatever 
Source it way Issue, shouid ve introduced as a circu- 
lation by the constitutional lreasury, it would pre- 
Cisely to thal extent diminish its use as a means ol 
Circulating gold and silver.” 


During aud vbelore the commencement of the last 
BeSsiob of Congress, it was thougtit by many that this 
measure Could pol Operate successiuily during war, 
and that large loans could not be negotiated if the 
payments were required in specie. ‘The depart- 
meut, however, adhered tu the recommendtions of 
iis first report, believing thai the governwent would 
be rendered sifunger by the divorce, and tual if the 
treasury should resort to banks to negotiate its loans 
Or Supply ils revenue, that both, if the war continu 
ed, would be involved, 
1812, in one common ruin. During the months 
June, July, and August last, (per table N,) the sum 
Of $6,000,000 was transferred from the assistant 
Weasurer of New York for necessary disbursements 
at New Orleans and in Mexico. 

ublic money being deposited with the banks, and 


Oaned out to their customers, when such enormous 
transfers were made,a contraction of the banks 
With ruinous losses must have ensued; but the money 


of the government is now transferred from New 


York to New Orleans, and scarcely affects business 
Or the money market, because the transactions of 
the government are disconnected {rom those of the 

anks. When the goverment formerly received and 


disbursed only the paper of banks, whenever a re 


Vulsion and numerous b.ankrupicies occurred ip, 
gland, they aniversally reacted upon our perifons' 


Paper system, so as Lo create @ Piteouce Ww OUL MO 


as they were in the war of 


Heretofore, the 


phia. The whole of that foreign coin, however, ought 

| tauhave been at once recoined at the city where ii was 
received; and in addition, the large amount of coin 
/and bullion which is constantly arriving there, ani 
| does not find sts way “into the office of the assistant 
| treasurer; but, as foreign coin is deposited with the 
banks, and never becomes a circulation to any great 
extent among the community, all which would also 
be at once converted into American coin, with ut 
loss or delay, if a branch of the mint were located 
atthe greatewporiuw of the commerce of the Union. 
Under the salutary provisions of the constitutional 
treasury law, the experience of this year has proved 
that a sum not exceeding $3,000,0UU Is all that need 
be retained in the treasury aS a surplus to meet the 
wants ol the government, or to supply the mint ani 
branch mints with an abundant and sufficient sum 
for coinage-—thus saving, in this way, the interest 
on $1,000,000 to our country. The treasurer oi the 
mint in Philadelphia, and of the branch mintat New 
Orleans, are also assistant treasurers, to and from 
whom transfers of specie (nearly all of which is re- 
ceived in foreign coin) can be made under the pro- 
visions of the constitutional treasury. Under the 
act of the 9th of February, 1793, providing for the 
recoiuage of foreign coin at the mint, instructions 
were issued by me tocarry thatact fully into effect. 
Under these orders, transfers are made of the foreign 
coin to tbe mint and branch mints for recoinage, 
and the amount comed since the Ist of January tast 
up to the Ist of December was $20,758,048 12, of 
which the sum of $3,085,953 80 was coined in the 
month of November, 1847; and if this should be cun- 
tinued for the present munth, it would make the 
coinage of the first year of the constitutional treasury 
$23,844,001 92. ; 
‘able R exhibits the yearly coinage from 1793 
to, Ist December, 1847, amounting jn the whole to 
143,298,370 54, shoemg that the amount coined 
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in 1793 to the close of the present year. 

Tabte yS gives the coinage each month this year 
from the Ist of January to the 30th of Nove uber. 
Most of this coinage has been by converting for- 


eign gold coins, which will not circulate among our 


people, into American gold coins, which is now going 

into much more circulation; and during the ensuing 

year it is expected that the coinage of specie from 

the <ilver that must be brought in from Mexico, in 

exchange for our imports there, as also for the pew 

issue of treasury nutes now asked from congress as 

constituting a part of the loan recommended, will, 

it is believed, greatly augment the coinage of silver 

during the ensuing year. 

Under the export duty upon specie now existing 

in Mexico, it is believed that when the new treasury 

notes now asked for shall be issued, they may be sold, 

it is to be hoped, to a conciderable extent, on 
account of the government, for specie, at a premium 
in Mexico; and as the government funds will not 
be subject to the export duty, the specie may be 
brought into the country by (his department, in ex- 
change for these notes, and recoined at the mint in 
New Orlerns into American coin. 

1: has been seen that the amount of foreign coin or 
bullion coined this year at our mint and branch mints, 
under the new orders of this department, estimating 
December the saine as November, would de $23 ,844,- 
OU1 92. At which rate, we would soon supply our 
own people with our own coin, atid ip time, also, 
with our augmenting commerce, Americanize, to a 
great extent, (he coin of the worid; ond thus tntro— 
duce our simpie and beauliiul decimal currency 
gradually throughout ali nation-, substituting at tor 
the complex system of pounds, shillings, and pence, 
or of doubloous, GCucats, and rupees, which retard 
business and complicate accounts, 


Heretofore the world has supphed us with foreizn 
coin, “hich will sot circulate among our people, be- 
cause of its exlieime complexity; Gul now our own 
coin is flowing into the channels of our own eireula- 
lion, and must sou begin to diffuse it-elf into other 
nations, fur their bevefit as welt as our own. The 
three things which u ost concern the progress of the 
wealth of the world are tree trade and uniformity in 
coinage and in weights and measures. Coins, as well 
as Weights und wa easures, for the bevefit of all na- 
tions, oughtio be ulntorim thrvughuus tie world; and 
i our decimal system of comage shouid Se more 
sieple and perfect than that of any other pation, it 
ought to ve, and ullimately will be, sdopted, and 
lead, a8 far as practicable, to the introduction of the 
decimal system of weights and imeasures, so that ul- 
timately the cow and the weights and measures may 
ve sunele and uniorm throu.stout the world, 
Tabie T shows the jiuports aud expors of specie 
for the fiscal years ending 30tn June, 1846, and 30th 
June, 1547; -eing tor 1846 an muport of $3,777,732; 
aud the export $3,481.417, teaving the gain of specie 
that sear $296 315; and in 1847. ihe specie ivported 
was $24 121,289 and the export 91,845 119, leaving 
ihe specie gained in 1847 $22,276,170. 
Tavle U shows the amount ec eived in specie from 
all sources—cu-loms, lands, miscellaneous and joans, 
from Isi January, 1847, to 1st December 1847, being 
$48,667 856 18; and the awouni of disbursements 
iu specie during the same period, $48,226 516 31;— 
show lig the aggregate of receipts and disbursements 
in specie during the first eleven months of the new 
system, $96 894,402 49, and proving that department 
lus been enabied, during the last eleven months, to 
ciurcujale by disbursements among the people the 
suw Of $45 226,515 31, under the specie circulating 
constiluiiupal treasury. 

Aonexed are tavies (marked 1 and 2) showing the 
inarkel value, as also the actual sales of treasury 
us tes and United States stock in the market at New 





York and New Orleans, from the prices current of 
t ose cities, from December 1], 1846, to December 
1, 1847; as also a table (KK) showing the amount 
of ueasury noles received each month in payment 
fur duties—2,029,900 in the whole from Ist De- 
cember, 1846, to lst Dedember, 1847; from which 
congiess may Judge of the probable rate at which 
another joan can be effected. ‘These tables show 
how much these stocks and notes have fluctuated, 
Ueing ala rate occasionally below par, for a long 
lime al par,subsequently several per cent. above par 
and again, upon the Ist of the present wonth, at par 
in New York and New Orleans. These notes (per 
table KK) were paid in for public dues during every 

onth trum 1st December, 1846, to 1st December, 
1847, to the amount of $2,029,900; and during April, 
1847, the month in which the loan for them was ne- 
gvuaied al a premium, they were paid in for customs 
.lone to the amount of $101,850. They are now 
b. ing used, lo 80me eXteul, 1g payments lv ihe gov- 
cium@ent, ond way be regarded as at pur. ‘The total 
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milhons of dollars, an? the amount of the ‘ets, 46 
exhibited in table 3. hereto annexe, $57 722.933; 
of whink the som of $2839 800 was bid for st pi: 
and $54 883.183 above par. Phe notes were assigned 
lo the highest bidders, at rates varying frois one 
eighth of one per cent. to two per cent. above par, 
‘all the lover bids being, of course, rejected; wnd the 
table last above mentioned will exhibit fully and in 
detail the course pursued on that vecasion. The 
law conferred the power ts have chacged,ail these 
notes for specie, without advertisements with any 
one, ator above par; hut, in hopes of obtaining a 
prequuimn for the loan in whole or in part, bids were 
invited for the amour! of $18,000,000 

Apnexed isa cepy of ihe advertisement of this 
joan, marked 5, dated 9ih of February, 1347. naving 
been issued ducing the session of congress a‘ d exten 
sively publish_.o throughout the Usion, from the 9th 
of February to the 10t0 of Apri, 1847 Tae rena 
der of the toan, bey: nd the awount adverti-ed, was 
exchanged at par, partly for mouey to be deposited, 
without ‘charge, at New Orleans, where the wants 
of the government were great, and the rest paid out, 
chiefly in treasury notes, al par, to «he Smithsonian 
institution, also tv other creditors of the government, 
the notes at that time being generally at par, and the 
wants of the goreanment requiring the use of the 
money befure it could be ontuined upon the adver- 
tisement. Ou the 22: of Oct ber, 1846, as per prinied 
notice hereto annexed, marked 4, the departinent 
advertised for the exchange of $3 0U0,0U0 of treasury 
notes for specie, at par, for deposits of specie with 
the assistant treasurers. For a considerable time 
but very few of such deposits were made on treasury 


zreatest econony, awd the largest and best acco no- 
dations. loa butiding of such vasgnitude and impor 
lance, it appeared to me necessary, belore expending 
any part of the appropriation, to proeure the best 
talents that could he omtained to direct the construc. 
tion of the work, andi I have, it is believed, succeeded 
in securing the services of a géatleman of i:rngh sci- 
entific attariments and great practical experience. 
Unon ny application to the war departmeat, Major 
Wiilism Turnbull, of the topographteai corps will, 
1 as hoped be detailed for this work. The great 
aque tuct across the Potomac at Georgetown, admit- 
ted noth ia Europe and this country to be one of the 
rreatest works of the aze. was consiructed under the 
‘rection of this gentiewan, and wherever bets known 
the greatest contidence is repose! in his talents and 
worth, and especially io his padicious aad econo mt. 
cal expenditure of the public money. 

Furtner estimates and specificatiuns will be subd. 
mitted to congress al the eartist practicable period. 
The thanks of this department have been already ten 
dered to the first wunmecipainy of New Orleans, for 
the munificent- donation of the entire custom house 
square made by them to the governmeut. In other 
cities, where custom bouses have been erected, large 
sums were paid by the government merely for the 
ground, but here the best site in New Ocieans, cov 
ering an entire square, has been besto ved as a gift, 
and this fact, together with the great and growing 
commerce vt N. Orleans, the increased and increas- 
ing revenues cotlected there, being the depot of the 
greatest and richest vailey ot the globe, and destined 
to surpass in business, wealth and pupulation, nearly 
every other city, render it just and proper that a 
building commensurate with the future growth and 





notes thus taken, and from this long delay and con- 
tinued refuctance upon the part of that community | 
in taking these treasury notes at par, although at. 
any time afier the 28th of January last, they were | 
convertible into the twenty years six per cent. stock 
at pur, many of the nutes heretofore offered at par | 
not having been taken at the date of my advertise- | 
ment of the 9th February last, serious doubts were | 
entertained . bether the whole of the loan could be 
taken at or above par. | 

| 


It tad been usual, heretofore with my predeces- | 
sors, in advertising for loans, to emit no sum to any 
individual under $25,000; bul with a view to ensure 
the largest pussible subscription, and at the destrates, | 
and tu diffuse the loan as far as practicable through- 
out all classes of the community, bids were author- 
ized to be received vy the advertisement as low as 
the lowes! denomination of treasury notes permitte t 
by law, namely, fifty dollars. 1 was the duty oi the 
department to accept nothing bul specie, being the 
Nirst Joan ever negutiated in specie from the founda— 
tion of the government down to that date, and the 
first loan, except that of last fall, ever thus negotia- 
ted ator above par duri.g a period of war. The 
magnitude of the loan, the Guctuations below par 
of the previous stock and notes, the untried and tu 
many alarming restraining operations of the consti- 
tutional treasury, the heavy expenditures of the war, 
and the requirewent of all the payments from time 
to time in specie, were deemed by wnany as insuper- 
able vbstacies to the negotiation of the whole of the 
loan at or above par. But under the salutary pro- 
visions of the constitulional treasury, the credit of 
the government was io truth enhanced by receiving 
and disbursing nothing bul coin, thus placing all its 
tsansactions upon a basis more sound, and entitied 
to higher credit, than when it held no specie, bad uo 
money in iis OwD possession, and nove even in the 
banks to pay ils creditors but bank paper. Then it 
was dependert upon the credit of the banks, and was 
subjected to every A.cuation which affected their 
credit; now it stands upon the basis of specie so as 
to be above all suspicion of discredit, whilst py its 
dewand for coin tor revenue payments, it sustains nut 
only its own credit, but renders more sale the credit 
aud currency and business of the whole Union. 

By the act of congress of 34 March, 1845, this de- 
pariment was authorized to select a plan for the 
ereclivn of a custom house in the city of N. Orleans, 
By the act oi 3d March, 1847, the sum oi $100,000 
was appropriated towards the erection of the custum 
house on the custom house squae, or 80 much thereol 
as couid be procured by the department. Alter 
some delay 1 was enavled to ovtaio a cession trom 
the arst Municipality of New Orieans, of the whole 
oi this square, which munificient dovation to the 
government has been estimated as nearly of the value 
vl $500,000. Commissioners have been appointed to 
aid 16 Carrying the law into elect, anu instructions 
issued to hems a copy o. which 18 hereto snnex- 
ed. Much time was occupied, aud greal attention De- 
stowed iv ¢X@a) ing the vorious plans aud estumales 
suvmitted. As a cuslum House is designed eXclusively 
jor the transaction of Ousiness, every toing calculated 
meicly ior Qipamenut or display was rejected, aod 
Wal pian eeivckd which uulted good tasie wilh ise: 


| 








progress of New Orieans should be erected, and that 
it -hould ve placed upon an equal fooling with other 
Ciues where congress have paid buth for the ground 
and the Outhding, and it will be the anxious desire of 
this Jepartinent, with the sanction of congress, to 
make the building a model of usefulness and econu- 
my. The action of the department as to the erec- 
tion of other custom huuses, aulhorized vy congress, 
will be made the subject of a special report at an 
early period of the session, 

‘The department has proceeded, aided by the fifth 
auditor of the treasury and the chirf of the topograp. 
ical bureau, tu carry intu effect an act of the 3d of 
March 1647, requiring the secretary of the treasury 
to cause Certain iight houses and uther puglic works 
to ue erected, as weil as tu execule the other duly 
devolved upon the department, in regard to the lighi 
louse estadlishuwent. If we would extend our tor. 
eign and coastwise trade and «make our couniry the 
depot of universal commerce, Our cuast as well as 
lakes must be well lighted, and the coast survey must 
ascerlaiy aid give accurate, minute and faithful 
charts of ail the pomis aceessabie to commerce. In 
my report to cungress of the 5.h of August, 1846, our 
light house system was tully discussed, a comparison 
instituled between it and the European system, and 
the refracting or lenticular apparatus strongly re- 
commended to the adoption of congress. At the 
same time the department suggested the organiza— 
tion of a board, allended with nu expense, consisting 
of the filth auditor, the superintendent, of the coast 
survey, two cfficers of the navy, au officer of the en. 
ginecr as also of the topographical corps, who would 
combine the information possessed by no one individ- 
ual, as regards vur cuast aud navigation, the location 
aud construction of the houses, the proper apparatus 
t. ve ewployed in hig ting, as weil as to the admin- 
isigalive duules appertaining to the system. As the 
salety of jife as weil as property is suvolved in the 
improvement of our light house syslem, the organi- 
zatiun of this board is respectively recommended tu 
the consideratiun of congress. 


The survey of the coast oi the United States under 
the superintendance of the Protessor A. D. Bache, 
has mude great aod rapid progress, having been car- 
ried during the past year into eighteen states on the 
Auanue and guii of Mexico, inciuding Maine on the 
N. E. and l'exas on the suuth-west. he publication 
vi the resulis has also Kept pace with the extension of 
the field work. ‘Tue plan déveloped vy tbe superintet- 
dent im successive anuual reports, ior the executiva of 
ihis work and the eSiimmates, have received tie ap- 
proval of this depattwenat. Ihe suis asked for are 
Delieved tu be the smallest, consisteal with due pro- 
gress of this great work. ‘['ne introduction of sleam 
vessels in Hydrography will tend greatly to expedite 
that Dranch ol the Coasl survey. 

Annexed isa taole marked L L., containing the 
value aud descriptiva of lureigan goods ia warehouse 
at the close of .ue last quarter, in the several ports 
vithe Union. By tue waretiousing act, this depart- 
ment is required io wake such reguialions, from time 
tO ile, a8 May DE Nescesary to give (ull etlect to the 
law, and to report to each succeeding se.s: n of con- 
grees such reguialivus, Those heretwiore made unde 


————_——— 
the large and continuous discretionary powers a 
: ants 
ed by this act to the department, were reported to , 
gress at tne last session. After examining the fon 
tical working of the system under these regulation 
it seemed to me susceptible of improvement, and ¥ 
it was entirely new here, | proceeded to collec i. 
formation in regard to it in these countries ri 
has been for so many years in full and 
Operation. : 

Accordingly, Messrs C. C. Walden and p. P 
Barhydt, of the New York custom house, were sen; 
by me to Europe, last August, under specific and 
detailed instructions, (a e»py of which is annexe, 
to investigate the operation of the system in Gres: 
Britain and elsewhere in Europe and report to me 
the results. The warehousing system as it ex,9j, 
in Great Britain, as also in France and Belgium, wa, 
investigated by them, the fullest information being 
kindly atforded to them by the gentlemen connecie; 
with these establishments abroad, and especially in 
Great Britain. At! the details were obtained 4 
them and com:nunicated in an able and voluminoys 
report to me with an appendix, covering seyera) 
volumes of general as well as specific and detaile, 
information, together with all the forms of the trans. 
actions of business, and the most full and miinuig 
mformation as to the mode of conducting the saine, 
The system was found to be the most perfect jp 
Great Britain, where it had long been in success(yj 
operation, and cherished by all parties, whether for 
or against protection. 

It is one of the principal means by which Great 
Britain has built up her commeree and navigation, 
extended the market for her fabrics, and placed up. 
der contro! furso wany years the exchanges and trade 
of the world. She bas thus made London the great 
depot where not only ail her own fabrics could be 
puachased, but also assorted cargoes of the products 
and fabrics of all other nations According to the 
report of these gentlemen, the value of the goods of 
all kinds in Warehouse in Great Britain 1s $387,200,. 
UU0. ‘The buildings, docks and structures erected 
under free competition, almost exclusively by private 
enterprise, for the convenient storage of these goods, 
in London, is estimated to have cost $40,000,000.— 
Great at was the importance attached by this depart. 
tent to the introduction here of the warehouseing 
system, and earnest as was the recommendation for 
it in my first annual report, the results, ae ascertained 
ia Eugland, surpass my highest expectations. There 
It is regarded »y their intelligent manufacturers as 
among the most important means of bringing cus- 
tomers tu their own dvors to purchsse assorted car- 
goes, including their owe manufacturers. [1 is thus 
Great Brita seeks for the products of all her indus- 
try the markeis of the world; and thisis what we 
must do if we would compete with her successfully, 
for thuse markets for the products of all our indus- 
try, including manufactures. The report of Messrs 
Walden and Barhydt has been very recently tnade to 
me, and is herewith communicated to congress, re- 
taining for reference the vulu.ninous appendixes in 
the department, subject, however, at ail times, lo 
the cull of congress. At the earliest practicable 
period, | will wake such further regulations as are 
authorized by the powers delega‘ed to me by the oth 
section of the warehouseing act, and will report the 
same to congress. 2 

The American manufacturer, the farmer and plan- 
ter, in enlarged markets at home and abroad, and in 
the sale vl tueir products and fabrics to cumplete 
assoriments, will derive the greatest advantage from 
the systein, whilst the merchant anu those concerned 
in navigation, will fiod an increased business and 
augmenting profits; property im our warehouseing 
cities will be rendered wore valuable, and every 
branch of induswry stimulated aod improved. 


A comimercia! nation without warehousing 40- 
commodations, is like a merchant without a slore- 
house, and no nation cari enter upon the field of fair 
and open competition with other countries, without 
such a system. 

The new tariff has now been in operation more 
than twelve months, aod has greatly augmented the 
revenue and prosperity of the country, The neit re- 
venue from duties, (see table N.N.,} during the 12 
months ending Ist Dec., 1847, under the new tariff, 
is $31,500,000, being $8 523,596 more than was [e- 
ceived uuring the 12 munths preceding under the ta- 
riff of 1842. Whe nett revenue of the first quarter of 
the first fiscal year, uader the new tariff, was g11,106,- 
257 41, whiist in the same quarter of the preceding 
year under the tariff! of 1042 the nett revenue was 
only $6,153,626 Sd. If the revenue for the three 
remaiing quarters should equal im the average We 
first, then tne uext revenue, from duties during the 
first fiscal sear of the new tari! would ve $44,429, 
029 64. If, however, the comparisen is {vuunded 08 
ai the quarterly seturns tur 48 years, (as lar veck 
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“ame proportion for the several quarters applied to 
frst quarter of this year, it would make its nett 
the ne (per Table C) 10,388,045. Although the 
evenues from duties already received. heing 
ne 606 957 41, during the five months of this fiscal 
$15, : id seem to indicate its probable amount as 
yet a 5.000 000. yet it is estimated at $31 - 
not less than $39. aoe 7S Bes ot 
900.000 for the fiscal year ending 30th June, 1848 
¢ $32,000,000 for the succeeding year, in view of 
the possible effects of the revulsion in Great Britain. 
Although our prosperity is ascribed by some to the 
famine there as though Providence had made the ad- 
yance of one country to depend upon the calamities 
of another, yet it is cettamn that our trade with Great 
Britain must be greater in a series of years, when 
rosperity would enable her to buy more from us, 
(and especially cotton, ) and at better prices, and sell 
ys more in exchange, accumpanied by an augmenta- 
tion of revenue. 

in my report of the 22d July, 1846, it was shown 
that the annual value of our products exceeds three 
thousand millions of dollars. Our population dou- 
bles once in every 23 years, and our products quad 
ruple in the same period, that being the time within 
which a sum compounding itself quarter yearly a! 6 
per ct. interest will be quadrupled, as is sustained here 
by the actual results. Of this three thousand mil- 
lions of dollars, only about $150 000.000 « as export- 
ed abroad, leaving $2,850.000,000 used at home, of 
which at least $500,000.000 1s annually interchanged 
between the several states of the Union. Under 
this system, the larger the area, and the greater the 
variety of climate surl, and products, the more exten- 
sive 18 the commerce which must exist between the 
states, and the greater the value of the Union. We 
see then here under the system of free trade amongst 
the states of the Union, an interchange of products 
of the annual value of at least $500,00U0,000 among 
our twenty one millions of peuple, whiist our total 
exchanges including import, and exports with all the 
world besides, containing a population of a thousand 
millions, was last year $305,194,260 being an in. 
crease since the new tariff ovet the preceding year 
Yet the exchanges between our 
states, consisting of a population of 21.000,000, being 
of the yearly value of $500,000.000 exchanged, 
makes such exchange in our Own country equal to 
23.81 per individual annually of our own products, 
aod reduces the exchange of our own foreign pro- 
ducts (our imports and exports considered as $300, 
000.000) with all the rest of the word to the aunual 
value of 30 cents to each individual. That is one 
person of the Union receives and exchanges annu- 
ally, of our own products, aa much as 79 persons of 
other countries. ; 

Were this exchange with foreign countries ex” 
tended to ninety cents each, it would bring our im- 
ports and exports up to $900,000,000 per annum, 
and raise our annual revenue trow duties to a sum 
exceeding $90,000,000 An addition of thirty cents 
each to the consumption of our products exchanged 
from state to state by our own people, would furnish 
a increased market of the value only of $6,300,000, 
whereas an increase of thirty cents each vy a system 
of liberal exchanges with the peopie of ali the world, 
would give usa market for an additional vaiue of 
§300,000,000 per annum of our exports. Such an 
addition cannot occur by refusing to receive in ex 
change the products of other nations, and demanding 
the $300,0U0,000 per annum in specie, which could 
hever be supplied. But by receiving foreign pro- 
ducis at low duties in exchange for our exports, such 
an augmentation might take place. 


The only obstacles to such exchanges are the du- 
ties and the freights. But the freight from New 
Orleans lo Boston differs but little from that between 
Liverpool and Boston, and the freight frow many 
points 1a the interior is greater than trom England to 
the United States. Thus the average lreight irom the 
Ohio river snd Baltimore 1s greater than from the 
same place to Liverpool; yet the annual exchanges of 
products between the Ohio and Baltimore exceed by 
Msny willions that between Laltimore and Liver- 
pool. ‘The Canada and adjacent jrovinces upon our 
borders, with a population less than two millions, 
eXchange imports avd exports witb us Jess in amount 
Whau the state of Connecticut, with a population of 
three hundred thousand; showing that, if these pro. 
Vices Were united with us by free trade, our annual 
*Schanges with them would rise to 40,000 000. It 
2 hot the freight then, that creates the chief obsta. 
1€lo interchange of products between ourselves and 
she Countries, but the duties. When we reflect 
divas ™ eXchange of products depend chiefly upun 
ond * y, which is greater bet» een our own country 
ph os ol the world shun between the different 
ey the Union, unuver a system of riciprocal 
trie € with all the world, the ugwentation arising 

breater diversity of products would equal tne 





states exchange no cotton with each other, por the 
western states flour, nor the manufacturing states 
hke fabrics. Diversity of products is essential to 


‘exchanges; and if England and America vere unite’ 


by absolute free trade. the reciprocal exchanges be 
tween them would soon far exceed the whole for 
eign commerce of |-oth; and with reciprocal! tree 
trade with all nations, our own cunntry, with its pre. 
eminent advantages, would measure its annual trade 
in imports and exports by thousands of millions of 
dollars. 
In my last annual report, and that which preceded 
it, it was proved that the home market was wholly 
inadequate for cur vast agricultural products. We 
have Jong had for grain and provisions the undivided 
markets of our own people, bul these are not suffi- 
cient, and in-a single year we have, with abundance 
of fuod at home, supplied the world with an addition 
at once during the last year, as shown by the table 
A.A., of $41,332,282 in value of breadstuff- and pro- 
visions, bringing the value exported that year up to 
$65 996 273. Our manu:actures could not have con 
sumed this surplus, or their non-consuming machines, 
which are substituted in their workshops tor the la- 
hor o! man. If the energy of our own people can 
add $41 332 262 to the expert and supply of our 
breadstuffs and provisions in a single year, what 
co id they not add to such products if they enjoyed 
iree of duty the warkets of the world. By table 
B.B., hereto annexed, it appears that the augmenta- 
tion of our domestic exports, exclusive of -pecie, 
last year compared with the preceding year, was 
$48 856,802, or upwards of 43 per cent., per annum, 
and at the same rate of augmentation per annum 
would amount in 1849, per table C.C., tu $329 959.,- 
993 or much greater than the domestic export tron 
siuleto state. [See tables from 7 to 12 inclusive } 
The future per centage of increase may not be -o 
great, but our capacity forsuch increase: production 
is proved to exist, and that we could turnish these ex 
ports far above the dowestic demand, if they couid 
ve exchanged tree of duly in the ports of ail nations. 
The energetic American treeman can and does per- 
form tar more efi-ctive lubur in a day, than what is 
calieu by the restrictionists the pauper labor of Eu- 
rope, and thereiore the @wployer here cau pay more 
for a day’s loli, to our workimen. Measured Dy the 
day, the wages here may be higher than in Europe, 
but measured by the work dove on that day, there 
is but littie diflerence. Aud when all our capitalists, 
(a8 sOme aiready have,) shall Mod itto be to their 
true interest, in addition to the wages paid to the 
American workman, to allow him, voluntarily, ve- 
Cause It augments the profits Of capital, a fair wler- 
@:tin those profits, aud elevate him to the rank of 
a partner in the concero, we may then defy all com. 
peaution. ‘This is the same principie illustrated by 
uniform experience, proving that he who reuts bis 
larm, builds bis house, sails bis ship, or conducts any 
Olber busibess upub shares, realizes the largest rm - 
lui, and thathe who works by the job produces 
more in the same time than the laborer Whose wage- 
are paid by the day. ‘The skill, energy, and indus- 
iry, the interest and pride in success, the Vigilance 
and perseverance What wisi 06 Manilestey vy our 
worku-gmeu under such a system, will far more than 
reiuod tu Capital such reasonable participation in its 
profits, and evable such American establishments to 
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supply all the nations of the worid. 


The introduction of this system wiil be voluntary, 
because it is must Just wud beneficial to ail parties. 
lt is the participation of ali our people in the gov 
ernment, thal is one great cause of our prosperity, 
aud ihe participation of our workmen in the profits 
of our industrial estadlishwents would exhibit simi. 
jar results. Our whale and other fisheries preseui 
strong evi.ence of the success atleuding Auwerican 
indusiry, «hep our itelligenut freemen, the working 
men ol the concern, stimulated Dy @ just participa 
tion in the profiis, have driven from the moot distant 
seas the whale ships of must olner nations, and 
nearly qmonopolizeu this pursuit. The inteligeni 
workingmes ol our Couttry are far better prepared 
for tbe adoption of this truiy republican sys:em thav 
those of any ulher vation, and this elevation of the 
wilting millions Of America to a just pariicipstion in 
the profits ul that capital which ws made truitial only 
Oy their indusiry, will yet enjoy a great a triump 
as that unfettered trade, and untaxed and unrestrict- 
ed jabor, with which it ougut to be and certainly yet 
will be proudly associated. Uuuer this system, the 
lavori. g men, while they receive the jull wages tiere- 
tofore allowed them, would also participate to a rea 
supabdie extent ip tbe profits, as an addition te tieir 
wages, aud a must poweitul aed certain stimulus io 
reuder (their Jabor more productite, and thus in- 
crease, for the beveft ot ail concerned, the capital 
isis and workingmen, the profits of the estaviisn- 
ment. What is called the pauper labor of Europe 
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dered still more powerless to compete «ith us. when 
lahor here participated with capital in the profits. 

When we reflect that the working free:nen of the 
Uniou must constitute the great mass of the people 
whose votes will control the governinent and direct 
the policy of the nation, the superior comfort, edu. 
catten, intelligence and information necessarily re. 
sulting to them from this improvesent of our social 
system, is in:portant to the successful progress and 
prosperity of our free ins'itutions, and must be grate- 
ful to every republican patriot and lover of man- 
kind 

Whilst all have derived great benefits from the 
new tariff, it is labor that has realized the largest 
rewar', [) was contended by the advocates of pro- 
t-ction that 1 enhanced the wages of labor, snd that 
low duties would reduce wages nere to the rate al 
lowed for what they cali the pauper labor of Europe. 
On the contrary, the opponents of bigh tariff: mnsist- 
ed that labor, left to seek freely the markets of the 
wotid would find for ts products the best prices, and 
v8 a consequence, the highest reward for the labor 
by which. they were produced. The duties have 
been reduced. and yet wages nave advanced, and are 
higher uw than under any protective tarl! There 
afe Many more workmen Concerned in uther pursuits 
tnad im manutactures, abd nh much less machine- 
ry asa substitute for tator, und by depressing agri- 
cu ture, commerce, and navigation, by restricting 
theme Ousiness aed the warkeis for their products, 
the wages of those enga.ed im such pursuils are te- 
duced. many workmen also louse employment, amd 
competing for work in wauutactures, (the wages of 
afl are diminished. 


It is not only the reduced duties that have produc- 
ed (hese bappy resulls, Dut the mode of reduction, 
the substitutiun of the ad valorem tor uvequal and 
Oppress'ye-n1DNHUn ahd specife duties. bbe higu- 
er duly as thus always lipused Uy the very nature 
ol the duly upon the article of ihe lowest Vaiue cun- 
sumed by the poor, and «be lower duly assessed up- 
on the srticie of the highest vaiue, used by ihe more 
wealthy, ollen operating as aauy of 10, 20, or 30 
per cent. upop the high prices: goods, aud of 10U ur 
200 per cent. ad valorem upon articics ut lower pre, 
Neatly the eutire burden of the tarith was tbus 
thrown upon labour, by whose wages chiefly the 
cheaprr artieles were purchased, whiist capttai, with 
whose profils the more costly gourds were Dougiil, 
was alimno-Lexempt trom ihe tax. Li never would 
have been tulerated tu have maposed @-iuly ol 10, 2U, 
or 3U per cent. OY Hhame Upon custi; acticies, aad ui 
10U0 wo 200 per Ceul. Upon cheaper labri: s, where tia 
ad valorem tules “Oulu Nave eAaliiicd & 6 Injusiice 
aud wequaliy of the Guiy, Dut i was aecuupiisied 
DY mibtwum and spec Me culies whicu assessed @ 
higher duly if propotis b lv Wa ue upor t @ i @aper 
ariicies, aud the tu ek Uuly up sitmitad BPlicies 
more cusily ib price, itis Piss pusiig tlic bighes ducy 
upub lavut abd tLe wuges Ui lavor, as eileciuaily as 
though the tax palverer bad cotiected trom the wurk- 
gineh a thud of fourit ul bis wages every day, 
Whilst Capilal was Colbpatalively exempi Irom tax- 
a:lol. 

Such is the system which Las been overthrown by 
the substitution of Lie reduced ad valurem, operating 
the reverse Of ibe former sysleuw, i iavor of ihe poor 
aud lhe wages ul lavor, a8 iar as any larill can au Op- 
ciaie, and, as We see, EFen will lower dulies, cui- 
iecling @ larger revenue. A lax in proportiwn to 
ihe value oi muporls OF properly wust always ve 
more productive than one which is the rev ese of 
ibul rule, or which disregards at ailogether. ‘Thus, 
il we lujpuce a lak Of len duilafs cach upun ali nuu- 
ses, IL Qsust produce less revenue than the ad galorem 
tax, Ib propurliob lo Vaiue, because lie luruer tax 
would tail most heavily upon the pour, whe were 
jess able to Dear il, and mure iightly upun ihe weal. 
thy, who had greater meats of payment, and there. 
Oy revenue Would Ve Giimlnished, 

Jius, uf the tax Of Len doliass « ere imposed alike 
Ou the cably aud the costly ds eiiibg, 1k would Oring 
less revenue, han il the same rate ad valorem, begin. 
ning wilh the jowest al (he vale o: teu uullars, were 
assessed 10 pruportiva tu value upon ali houses. in- 
deed, the tus upon the Cabin mignt be reduced lo a 
dollar, of Say Ove per ceul. aud applieu ad valorem 
to all dwellings, aud it would yieid a iarger reseoue 
thun the anti.ad valurem specific tax of ten Guliers 
upon ail houses, irrespective of tucir value, which is 
nu more unjust or ubequal than (he same mintwun 
or specific aulies upubd Halts, Caps, Dovls, shoes, &c., 
and iike arlicies of mupurl, Wianoul regard to weir 
value, 

i ue ad valorem duly incorporates itsell inseperab! 
with the eXact value ol lune ariicics, and voliects the 
(a% 10 ©Xacl proportion ly the value, tne form which 
Oi wil Olbers, ususl yieid ihe Jargest revenue, Per- 
HapS ibG moet pericct model vl ao auti-ad valurew 
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$500 was imposed or each wagon load of goods in. 
troduced there, wholly irrespective of their value. 

The great argument for protection is, that by di- 
minishing imports, the balance of trade is turned in 
our favor, bringing specie into the country. The anti 
protectionisis contend that commerce is chiefly but 
an exchange of imports for exports, and that in dimi 
nishing imports we will ner essarily decrease exports 
in quantity or price, or both, that if we purchase 
more imports we will sell more «xports in exchange, 
and ata better price—and that if commerce ts pro 
filable, we should have a larger balance of trade in 
our favor, and usually larger imports of specie, and 
that the profits of commerce in the increased ex 
change of our own for foreign products, augment 
the wealth of the nation. 

The four protective tariffs were enacted iv 1816, 
1824, 1828, and 1842 he compromise act inter- 
vened from March, 1833, until after the 30th of Au- 
gust, 1842. and the revenue tariff of 13846 went into 
operation dast year. Let us new look at the effect 
of high and tow tarifls upon the gain of specie curing 
these periods from 1821. veing the earliest dates to 
which the records of the treasury go back on this 
subject. From the begining of 1821, until the 
Commencement of 1833, and trom 30h Sept. 1842 
until July 1, 1846, our excess of the imports of spe- 
cie over the export was $12,660 312, being an aver- 
age annual gain of $791,216 iw specie during these 
16 years of high tarifis, whiist the excess of specie 
during the 1] years of the compromise act of 1833 
and low tariff of 1846 was 968 507 630. and the av- 
erage annual gain of specie «ss $6 227,967 

Omitting the tanffs of 1842 and 1346, and compar 
ing the ten years of comparatively low duties from 
1833 to 1842, with the (twelve years under protective 
taritis trom 1821 to 1832, we find under the latter an 
actual loss of specie to the country by the excess oi 
ihe exports of specie over the imports, of $3,851, 
652, as the result of protection, and a gain during 
the s.cceeding ten years of comparatively low duties 
Of $46,294,090, or ai the rate of $4,629,409 per an 
Dum abd in the single year uncer the new tariff, a 
gai of $22,243 550, thus exhibiting a uniform gain 
vi specie im the years of low as compared with high 
Gules. ‘The protective theory, founded upon this 
assumed balance of trade and gain of specie under 
high tariffs, is disproved by the results, and it is 
shown by the experience here of more than a fourth 
of a century, even as lo specie, thal 1 accumulates 
most rapidiy by the gains of trade under a liberal 
commercial policy. Let us now see, under the same 
cycles of free trade and proteetion, whether it is 
tiue, as contended by our opponents, that our do- 
mestic exports are pot diminished by the restrictive 
system. 

‘| he records of the treasury do not go back beyond 
1821, as regards our domestic exports exclusive of 
specie. We wurst, therefore, make the comparison 
from that date. 

From 182] to 1832, both inclusive, under high du- 
ties, the aggregate of our egports of domestic pro- 
ducts, exclusive of specie, was $653,157,527, or at 
the rate of $54,429,794 per annum. From the 30th 
Sept., 1842, to 3th of June, 1846, $377,391,500, or 
at the rate of $94,347,875 per annum, making a Lo- 
tal aggregate during these sixteen years of high du- 
ties of $1,030,549,027, or at the rate of $64,409 314 
per annum. During the compromise act, frou 1933 
to 30th Sept., 1842, the total of these exports was 
$956, 168,288, or at the rate of $95,616,520 per au 
bum, and in the year ending 3Uth of Juve, 1547, 
$150,574,844, making in the eleven years of lo» du- 
ties an aggregate of 1,106,743,132, or ul the rate ot 
$100,613,012, being an average gain under low as 
compared with high duties of domestic exports, ex- 
clusive of specie, of 36,203,695 per annum, and ex- 
cluding altogether the last year, a gai of 31,207,014 
per avnum uuder low as compared with high duties. 

Having thus shown, both as to specie and domestic 
exports, the great gain in years of low as compared 
with high duties, let us now compare the low duly 
and high duly cycles as to our tonnage, foreign aud 
coast wise. 


During the eighteen years of low duties from 1739 
to 1607, (see table M M) our tonnage increased ai 
the raie of 29.41 percent. per annum, from 1832 
to 1842, at the rate of 4.53 per cent. per aodnum, 
and from 1846 to 1847, 10.81 per ceut. in a single 
year—such hus been the uniform high rate of in- 
grease of our tonnage during every period of low 
duties. Now uoder high tariffs trom 1816 to 1812, 
our tonnage increased 0.30 per cent, being less (nau 
one third of ope per ceat. per annum, and trow 
1842 to 1846 at the raie of 5.61 per ceni. per annum, 
Jf at is Said thal the tucresse Icom 178u to 1307, wos 
occasioned to sume exteni hy the war Gelween Fiauce 
and Engiand, the tavie which ts luken frow the re- 
cords vw) the treasury shuws, thal from 1796 w the 
close oi 1792, immediately preceding tue war, WHICH 


was declared early in 1793, our tonnage increased at 
the high rate of 60 16.000 per cent. per annum, when 
France and England were at peace, before the era of 
steam navigation, and before the acquisition of Lou 
isiana and the addition of the great Mississippi and of 
the Mexican gulf to the navigable waters of the Union, 
and when our flag was unknown on the great lakes 
of the northwest. The great increase is uniform at 
all times under low duties, and depressed under high 
duties during the whole period of 58 years from 1789 
to 1847. 

It is urged, however, that although our foreign 
commerce may have decreased, yet the home market 
has augmented in a ratio more than equivalent to the 
loss of our foreign trade. 

If this were so, it would be exhibited in the ang- 
mentation of our coastwise trade, embracing our lakes 
and coast, as well as rivers, the coastwise tonnage of 
course augmenting in the number of vessels with the 
goods to be transported between the states. By ref- 
erence to the same tables, it appears that our coast. 
wise tonnage increased from 1739 to 1807, at the 
rate of 22 71.100 per cent. per annum, from 1789 to 
1792, at the rate of 25 23 100 per cent. per annun, 
frou 1832 to 1842. at the rate of 6 6-100 per cent. 
per annum, and in the single year, from 1846, to 1847, 
13 15-100 per cent. Such was the great and uniform 
increase of our coastwise tonnage under low duties. 
Now, under high duties the increase from 1816 to 
1832, was at the rate of 1 50.100 per cent. per an 
nom, and from 1842 to 1846, 6 44.100 per cent. per 
annum. Thus, we see an immense increase under 
low as compared with high duties of the coastwise 
tounage, proving that the paralysis of foreign coim- 
merce resulting from the restrictive system, affects 
injuriously the home market and the trade between 
the states, and furnishing a demonstrative truth, that 
whether we look at home or abroad, we progress 
more rapidly under a liberal commercia! policy.— 
As the foreign tonnage rose under low duties, (as the 
lables prove ) so did the coastwise tonnage, and as 
the foreign tonnage declined, so also did the coast- 
wise tonnage, and during the high duties from 1816 
to 1832, whiist the foreign tonnage actually decreased 
at the rate of 0.88 per cent. per annun, that of 
the coastwise tonnage only increased at the rate of 
1 50-100 per cent. per annum; yet, during that period 
the increase of the coastwise trade ought to have 
veen immense, including, as it did, the era of the 
introdnction of steam to a vast extent upon the 
rivers of the west, as also upon the lakes of the 
northwest, and the opening of the great canal of New 
York. 

it is said the famine in Ireland was the sole cause 
of our large export of breadstuffs and provisions.— 
Now, from 1790 these values are not given so as to 
be stated in amounts, but the qualities are, and these 
prove that, even omitting the last year altogether, 
and comparing the low duty periods from 1790 to 1807 
and from 1833 to 1842, with years of protection 
from 1817 to 1832, anc from 1832 to 1846, the aver- 
age export of vreadstutls au@ previsiens was Guch 
larger in the years of jow as compared with high du- 
lies, especially considering the ditference of popula. 
ton. As a still more conclusive proof that the export 
of breadstufls and provisions was much greater under 
low than high duties, it appears by table D D hereto 
annexed, that our total exports of cotton trom 1790 
t» 1817 both inclusive, were of the value of $81,074, 
843, and durivg the 8ime period our exports of do- 
snestic produce, exclusive of cotton, was $530,411,- 
134; making our exports of domestic produce, exciu- 
sive cotton, at the rate, from 1790 to 1807, of $29, - 
467,285, wich it will be perceived at nce, vastly 
exceeds the average annual exports of domestic pro- 
duce, exclusive of cotton, under years of high du- 
lies. 

indeed, the tables of the treasury clearly prove 
that whether we look at imports or exports, the rev- 
enue, the gain of specie, the tonnage coastwise ur 
fureigo the coinage at the mint, or the export of 
breadstulfs and provisions, the balance is largely in 
favor of the low duty period. 


The department has thus reviewed the books of 
the treasury, and presented (he resuils, constituting 
the record of the nation’s history, from the founda- 
tion of Lhe governmeut to the preseit period, in con- 
demnation of the protective policy. hese records 
show as to imports and exports, revenue, the gata of 
specie, the tonuage, foreign and Cuastwise, the rate of 
increase io each and all of these cases is greater under 
lower than high duties. These records are nol argu- 
ments werely, Out ascertamed resuits, amouating to 
inathemutical proof, that tne sation’s advance in 
wealti is most rapid under low duties, tus susiaia- 
log the views Of those great philusosupinc writers 
ub Ounected with party, who volh in Europe and 
America, have unifurmly maimtaimed the same po- 
pilivu. 





Cumpariug the first twelve months, ending the Ist 


December, 1847, under the new tariff, wi, 
ing years, we find proofs of increased Prosper jt 
The revenue has largely augmented, as also hei ny 
imports, exports, and tonnage, our imports of ons tt 
our coinage at the mint, our agricultural and miner? 
produets, our commerce and navigation, the busi “ 
upon our lakes, rivers and coastwise, upon our < 
roads and canals,whilst inevery direction man ng 
ries are being established or enlarged, and 
nufacturing towns and cities are springing into ex; 
ence. Even the revulsion in England, which ean 
produces such disasters to all of our great interes 
including cotton, this year with the famine combi 
ed, affects nothing thus far compared w 
years, but the great sta, le of cotton. 
Instead of ruin we find prosperity, the Manufactyp 
ers receiving fair profits and the workingmen augmen, 
ted wages and employment. Coal and iron are jn grea. 
ter demand, and bringing better prices than before the 
repeal of the tariff of 1842, yet they can derive no 
portion of their augmented price from that famine 
abroad, to which is attributed, by some, all our ey. 
isting prosperity, but which famine, in fact, is cays, 
ing a temporary drain of specie to England, not t, 
pay balances but because bills are discredited, which 
has for the time depressed the price of cotton, ang 
which is the only brief check ai this period to our 
advancing prosperity. If, as is truly the case, oy 
wealth is connected with the mines, the forest, an 
the fisheries, our agriculture, commerce, manufye. 
tures, and navigation, are more prosperous, apg 
above all, wages are augmented, why should we 
change the existing system? The predictions of 
its failure have themselves failed. The new tariffjs 
no longer an experiment—the problem is solved, ang 
experience proves that the new system yields mor 
revenue, enhances wages and advances more rapidly 
the public prosperity. In the midst of all this sy. 
cess, why put in jeopardy, by any change, the na 
tion’s revenue and welfare? When free trade 
advancing so rapidly throughout the world, shall we 
retrograde and invite Great Britain to re-enact her 
corn laws, and drive again from her ports our bread. 
stuffs and provisions? And now when under success. 
ful example, the ports of Europe are most probably 
about being more widely opened to all our exports, 
shall we check the advancing spirit of the age, and 
extinguish the dawning light of commercial free 
dom? 


Every where nations are being aroused upon the 
subject, their statesmen are resisting the interested 
classes, and exposing the injury and injustice of 
shackles upon trade, and will soon enroll the names 
of other countries on the great international league 
of commercial freedom, for the benefi tof mankind, 
It was our own country and her public functionaries 
who proclaimed these great truths, before they re 
ceived the sanction of other nations. Our great 
movement was felt in British councils, was quoted 
a precedent in the halls of British legislation, where 
American free trade documents were recorded 
among their archives, and our doctrines approved 
and example followed by the repeal of the British 
corn laws, and the reduction or repeal of other du 
ties upon our exports. Indeed, it has been conceded 
by some of our most distinguished protectionist, 
tiat the promulgation of free trade doctrines in the 
American official documents of 1845 certamly ac 
celerated, if, indeed, it did not actualiy ensure the 
repeal of the British corn laws. With such resulls 
already from our efforts, we have every motive 0 
persevere, until the free trade doctrines of Greil 
Britain and America, the two great nations of kiot: 
red blood and language, shall open their ports atl 
disentral the commerce of the world. What may ¥ 
not hope from our efforts with other nations, if ie) 
have succeeded in Great Britain? That country,” 
long the bulwark of protection, applying it oy! 
sliding scale upon the masses of her peuple, dows! 
the ulinost point of human endurance, has at length 
overcome the error of ages. One of her own great 
statesmen, the most able and efficient champio0 ° 
the protective policy, at length Ji(ts bis eyes to 4 
light of truth, and «ath that moral firmness and 
\repidity which is the highest evidence of real grt 
uess, abandons the cherished policy of his ble, otf 
because he found it to be injurious to his cout’) 
and unites in the support of commercial free/® 
with bis truly illustrious and untitled country ma); 
who has earned for himself the highest of ail eat!” 
ly distinctions, that of beneiactor of his couolry # 
of mankind. , 

France, Russia, Germany, Austria, Italy, Prussi 
Switzerland, Holland, and Beigium, Denmark, 
Sweden, and even China, have moved or are - 
ing or preparin, to mov. iv javor of the sage gre 

; 7 Brilé 
principle, and if our own country and Great BM 
adhere to their present enlightened policy, the | 
oi the world must icse them commerce, oF 4 
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= rich in coal and iron, and but a year since so 
16) sous for protection, has tried low duties. Her 
nen nd iron pour forth their treasures in increasing 
« janes; her breadstuffs and provisions find a bet- 
pint more abundant market; her agriculture her 
« pac her manufactures and navigation, her 
an farmers. merchants, and seamen, manufac. 
— ‘and mechanics, and above all, her toiling 
kaon, with enhanced wages and every pursuit of 
‘dustry blessed with increased prosperity, rise up in 
yor of the new and more liberal conmercial poli- 
- and her people by a majority unprecedented 
Jest in the counties, where her coal and iron do 
cost abound, recall their former verdict in favor of 
protection, and Pennsylvania becomes the very Key 
sione, of the arch of commercial freedom, which 
aust span the hemisphere we inhabit, and unite the 
interests of mankind. 
Nations cannot grow rich by destroying or re- 
ricting their commerce, and if the restriction is 
ood, the prohibition must be better. Commerce is 
sn exchange of products, specie often adjusting ba- 
jances, but constituting so inconsiderable a part of the 
value of products and property, but a small portion 
of sales can be for specie, but mst be in exchange 
for other products. The attempt, then, by high ta- 
riffs, to make larger sales for any length of time, for 
the specie of other nations, is impraeticabdle, and 
must diminish the quantity and price of our exports. 
s specie sales for long periods or great extent are 
impossible, that nation which from the surplus pro 
jucts of its own labor at the best price purchases at 
he lowest rate the largest quantity of the products 
of the labor of the world, progresses in wealth most 
rapidly. ‘ibus, if one nation by high duties should 
jorbid ifs citizens purchasiog any of the products ot 
other nations, except at greatly advanced price, or 
should restrict the exchange of the products of its 
own labor for the products of the labor of other na 
lions, such restricting nation would certainly tm ceive 
Jess of the comforts or necessaries of life in ex 
change for the products of its own labor, and in this 
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as an unfavorable balance under the head of imoorts 


Upon the saine fallacious theory, if instead of pur- 
ebasing millions of foreign fabrics from the profit 
of foreign commerce, such valuable foreign articles 
were presemed gratuitously to the American mer 
chant and brought by him into the country, they 
would swell this alleged unfavorable balance of 
trade. i 

To sum up the result as proved by the tables of 
the treasury, it appears that if the augmentation was 
in the same ratio as during the last fiscal year, since 
the repeal of the tariff of 1842, our domestic exporis 
in 1849 would exceed those of any other nation, and 
our imports in 1851, o«r specie in 1850. our tonnase 
in 1851, snd if our revenue augmented in the sane 
ratio in succeeding years a- in the year ending 
the Ist of December, 1847, compared with the pre 
ceding year, our revenue from duties in 1854 | suld 
exceed that of any other nation from the same 
source. {1 is not contended, great as the futuce aug: 
mentation may be as to exports, tonvage, specie, 
and revenue, that the advance wili he «o rapil as it 
was this year, when with the shackios stricken from 
commerce we bounded forward atsich a woadertul 
rate of progress. But that the inerease unde law 
duties in a series of years will be regular, rayit. ani 
progressive is not doubted. 


Before the repeal of the British corn jaws. (ie 
argument Lere for high duties »as, as a measure of 
retaliation by closing our market- against Briss 
fabrics, to force her to open her ports tu our bread 
stuffs and provisions. Well, she has thus opened ner 
ports freely and invites the exchange, and yet 11 1s 
still contended that we ought to keep out hee faorics 
by high duties, and of course icuce her lo re 
estabiish her corn laws. 

This is a new commercial era, and there are many 
causes combining at this time lo aug-nent trade 
among nations. The redu-tion or repeal of duties, 
the construction of railroads and canals to briog the 
products aod fabrics of all nations from the interior 


upon the seaboard, with ocean steamers in addition | 1S 


BP EF as Ghinteasnhaittenpiagedie tii me msi siiaiiatinantiin es ee 


freemen more vigorous and intelligent, and perform- 
ing in aday more effective labor, with hetter an! 
freer institutions, and with padhe and individual 
prosperity and capital aug:nenting in a greater ratio 
than in any other nation We require no prote:tion 
because our indusicy and prosperity repose upon tie 
immovable ba-is of superior advantaze«, and add- 
vancing as we are inore rapidly than anv oher aa 
tion in ali the ele rents of wealth aud piwer. oop 
exports, impor s, tounsze, and specie, as 148 deen 
already proved, wili soon ex -eed those af any other 
eouniey, and the prices oe regulated at tte Goodie 
enty of New York. Restrictions upon the com acce 
of the Union are especially cesirie tot ugar ee 
commerce, and have tapeded Ger advance towards 
ner destiny predicte } in my isst Ceport, as he ecuieo 
and emportucn of the co ws merece of Ure svorid 

For that high postition sae Op ossessas) more ariel 
iivantages, and greatee elements of aug neniing 
vealth and business thaw any other esty Let us 
remove the ovsiructions which fic tarihy save 
erected round fer cnaguifes a Nareee. it ar ae 
free scope to develo oer transegiudent vat rai of 
vantages, and sme aust Deas ue te depot of univer: 
a9) CanmmMerce Hire > guects 
will Ge adpusted, and assorted fearies 
ot aii interchanzed, tne wres ve Swiator of 
prices Current, an Ne DIT ibeateP ob th ACUANZES 
of the word Due tiene ts approaching vacua oa 
uoon New York will oring a higher pre aia 4s tnana 
Dili upo avy other cily, aad wvaen tne (ebate of 
villians of dollars, p id by us lo other nalbons upon 
exchange, shall be paid by trem to us and thew iat» 
our own greal com nercial eaportans — Wuitst Neo 
Y ork ust cuntain a darge population as well as N, 
Urieats, the princtpal depo! of ihe ubighly West, oad 
many olfer ciltes, they sunail indeed, 
cuinpared with the masses of ibe peopre of lie 
Union, who will goon aug venting ta a corre pond- 
tog Palio, SU) deaving an tm acuee majurly of the 
Hatlon @agaved in agriculiural pursuils, aad supply: 
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to sailing vessels, to facilitate and hasten the ex. | 2?! Muse of other vations ia au ever ticreasing Falla 


change, aud with China, containing nearly one third "goed Ckchauges ualer fee ude ae ae 
of the population of the glude, vrougnt al last + itu. ; CUMES- 


manner (the wages of labor, being connected with 
the value of its products) depressed wages. If there 
were three nations, the first raising breadstuffs, the 
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second sugar, and the third cotton, and the first re- 
strict the exchange of its breadstulfs fur sugar of the 
second, and fur the cotton of the third, it would cer 


S tainly get less sugar, and cotton in exchange for its 


breadstuffs than other nations which encouraged 
free exchanges. 


Labor, then, untaxed and unrestricted in all its 
exchanges and markets, will certainly receive in ex- 
change a larger amount of the products of labor, and 
consequently accumulate wealth more rapidly, than 
when labor is restricted in its products to a single 
market, abandoning the profits of the exchanges 
With other nations. It is thus clear that a tax or re. 
striclion on Com.,erce Is a restriction or tax on labor, 

nd falls chiefly upon the wages of tabor, and it will 
soon becorne an axiomatic truth that ali teciffs are a 
lax upon labor and wages. 
_ One of the most common errors is to compare our 
simporis, exclusive of specie, with our domestic ex- 
ports, exclusive of specie; and if there are more such 
Imports than exports in any one vear, such balance 


pol trade is set down as so much lost by foreign com. 


merce to the nation. A single fact proves ihe talla- 
by of this position. From 1790, to the present period, 
bur Imports, exclusive of specie, have exceeded our 
domestic exports, exclusive of specie, several hun- 
dred millions uf dollars; yet our wealth has increas- 
d with a rapidity unprecedented. The theory, 
therefore, is disproved by the facts, and the reasons 
are Obvious, of which the following are awong the 
Most prominent, 

The products of our whale fisheries, ex'racted by 
Our hardy seamen from the ocean, and most clearly 
One of the great products of American industry, 
wheo imported here, are included in the list of our 
foreign ports, and go to sweil several millions 
of dollars every year this aileged uofavoraole Da 
lance. The earnings of freight in foreign com 
merce by our crews and vessels are not brougnt into 
the account, or are often agaiost us when iuvested 
in foreign. imports... The profits of exchanging our 
imports or of sales of foreign products do not appear 
lu the balance, or if so, to a very limited exteut, or 
“ios against us. ‘I’hus,ao American merchant ship 
: * Bustion a cargo of ice during the winter, 

alued at that time as an exportat a very small sum. 

© sends it to Calcutta, and sells it at an.aivance of, 
perhaps, a thousand per cent. The proceeds he may 
Magy there, in the purchase of gouds, which he cap 
aa \o Liverpool and provably seil at a profit of 20 

Sec pd cent., and the aggregate profit realised at 
ba j ulla and Liverpool, he. iakes home im. specie o, 
Mports or ina bili of exchange, which he prob. 
BY Meils bere at a prewiuu ior remittauce. ¥ 

8 may usver appear ur way even appea,, 





in the range of liberal exchanges, at low dutes.— | 


Our canals and railroads bringing our »wo projects 
and fabrics from the interwr to the sea board, or 
lakes and rivers of the west, the pvints of distriou- 
lion for domestic cousumption, as well as for ship 
mentin exchange for the fabrics of other nativus, 
are of great and increasing importance. , 

Without these roads and canals, there are very 
many pvints, where coal and lime and iron, and 
other materials could not be brought together for 
profitable use in the same establishment, there are 
many farms and manulactories whuse products aad 
fabrics could never have found a market, and the 
coal and iron of Pennsylvania, and of other states, 
must have remained al.wost a useless treasure. I'his 
in itself is a great change in favor of our preseat 
domestic industry, aad isa far better protection tuo 
all the products and fabrics of American labor, than 
any restrictions which may be imposed by high ta- 
ritts, and in truth dispenses with even the pretexi for 
any sucis policy, which, when the internal coxn-au- 
nication bas brought our own products or fabrics 
upon the seaboard, would arrest their exchange 
there for the productions of the world. The doc 
trine that we cannot encounter foreign cargues in 
fair and open competition, is as erroneous and inju 
rious to the national character, as were the fears of 
some in 1812, that our gallant navy must be retained 
witbin our ports and haroors, under the prole ‘tion 
of their forts and urdnance, and dare oot venture 
upon the ocean to meet on equal ierms, guo fur gun 
and inan for man, the navies of the world. 

If our country ia iolerior, and cannot meet at 
home and abroad upon equal terms the products aad 
fabrics of other nations, itis time thal we snoud 
prepare to do so. Protection may exclude rival ta- 


brics, and shrink from the encounter, Dut we can | 


only assume the position of an equal by trying our 
strength under free trade or low duties. Tuis we 
have done, and succeeded, and have thereby placeu 
our owa industry upon that solid basis which tears 
no competition. We knew not our strength uatil it 
had been tried by low duties, and proved that pro- 
tection is unnecessary. We are not inferior to oiner 


Although it must gratify all our people, that aa 
| American city should vecu.ue the ceaire oi usiver- 
sal commerce, the advantages will not ve lintied lo 
(nat piace, Dut all the peopie aud cities and states of 
the Ucion will teel the favuradie elfect vi this great 
revolution. Every voraueh of our industry will be 
enlarged and wvigurated, aud foreign cities having 
ceased to control our commerce ue country, will no 
longer sink at their pieasure and with their revul- 
sivus, a8 Nerclufure and as they nuw do, the price of 
vur products. Oscer Atlaulic citics may noi De as 
great as New York, yet they villall ve greater 
whco lie @uporiaa vf universal CO.nmerce suall ve 
here, (aan they would wave veea wilh any foreiga 
ciiy vccupying that co anmanding position. 

Pais destiny we can never accompish if com- 
merce 18 resiticte) here, aad olr industry, instead of 
seeking loc is products aud iadrics the markets of 
More than a thuusand wiilivns of people, retires 
within our home ma. Kel contined to twenty one mil- 
jivns of pevpie, and surrenders without au effort the 
markels and commerce of the world. A tideral 
cowmercial policy is essential to the fulfilment of 
this great destiny of New York and of the Univn, 
oul avove and Deyuud all, the Union itseil, the free 
trade Union, its perpetuity sod ouward progress, in 
area, wealth, aud population, are necessary to the 
accumplisiimeat of these grand resuits. Upou this 
puiut sectional fanatics, lew in suaber at howe, and 
despuls avruad coucurrig wilh luew, imay hope, snd 
meuace, but the Awerican Univou is a moral and 
physical, a pulitical and cu.wmercial necessity, and 
ever Cau or will De dissolved. 


As well might we allempt to decompose the grea: 
elemeut of wature which holds together the plaacts, 





suns, and systews of tie universe, as hope to ser 
tne tinks of mighty lakes aud rivers, of ever-exter.d- 
ing telepraphs, railrvads, and cunais, of free trade, 
iulercuurse, O01 iuierest, of love, aud affection, of the 
glories of the past, Lhe preseat, aud the future, which 
must turever vind together tue American Union.— 
ludeed, whea we ivvk upon toe American revolu- 
tion, the fra.aiag of our coustituiion, the additiog of 
Luuisiana, Fivrida, Pexas, and Oregou, our eve » 


nations in the aris or scieuces, in war ur iw peace, lexteuding sfea, products, and popuraitou, our ti 
' 


upon tue ocean or the land, io agriculture, com- 
merce, maoufactures, or uavigation. 

We have the raw waterial in greater abandance 
and at a lower price, cheaper subsistence, more imui- 
neral we.slin, mure fertile lauds, yielding trom a 
belter suit and warmer sun more to the acie aud 
greater variety of products, with exemption frou 
costly government aud oppressive internal taxaiton, 
at least equai skill, eolerprise, idustry, energy, 
perecvercoce, aud mveulive genius: our wurkiog 


uinpis im wac aud Pcace, we wust ve Olind to tLe 
past, and Close our eyes upow ine fuifiiing reali @, 
of the future, if we cannot perceive aud grateis |, 
acknowledge ihul a migner Wuan aby earlhsy pu @- 
still guards aud directs vur destiny, impels us D- 
ward, aud has selected oul gfeal aiid Uappy cour, 

as a wudel a.d uiiduaatie Ceutre vl allractiua tur afl 


the wativus ol tue worid. 
R. J. WALKER, 





Becretary of the J regeury. 
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THE STANDING COMMITTEES OF THE 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Elections.— Messrs Richard U. Thompson, Indiana; 
Joseph Mullin, N. Y.; Lucien B. Chase, Tennessee; 
Nathaniel Boyden, N. C.; Timothy Jenkins, N. Y.; 
Jno. Van Dyke, N. J.; Samuel N. Judge, Ala; J. 
Dixon Roman, Maryland; Hezekiah McWilliams, 
Maine. 

Ways and means.—Messts S T. Vintor, Ohio— 
Robert Toombs, Mass.; J. J. McKay.N C.; Crarle- 
Hudson, Massachusett-; George L. Houston. Ala — 

* Charles T. Morehead, Kentucky; James Pellock, 
Peno.; Samuel D Hubbard, Connecticut; Henry 
Nicoll, N. Yy. 
> Claims.— Messrs John A. Rockwell, Conn.; J.C. 
Crowell, Ohio; R R. J+ Daniel, N C; Wm Nelson, 
N.Y.; D Wilmet, Ps. Geo. C. Dunn, Ne AR 
Ligon, Md.; T. S. Flourney, Va.; J. H. Thomas, 
Tenn. 

Commerce. —N Hunt. N. ¥; J. R. G. Grinnell, 
Mase; RK F Simpson, S.C; Moses Hampton, Pa ; 
R. G. Thibodeaux La; D. S. Gregory, N. ¥.; A. 
A. Atkinson, Va.; K. S. Bingham, Michigas; Juhu 
Wentworth, [linis. 

Military Affairs —Mescrs John M. Botts. Virginia; 
Aroustead Burt, S.C; James Nelson,N. H.; H. A. 
Haral on, S. C.; John Dickey, Pa. Linn Boy:, Ky ; 
D. Marvin, N. ¥ ,; W. L. Haskell, Tens ; D. Fisher, 
Ohio. 

Manufactures.— Messrs Andi ew Stewa:t, Pa; Amos 
Abboit, Mas; J A. Woodward, S C;J N Ho ss- 
ton, Del. JE. Edsail, N J.; Niceli N. ¥; N 
G. Brown, V..; J: W. Crisfield, Ma; Jas. H. Jono- 
son, N. H. 

Indian Affairs.— Messrs M. P. Gentry, Tenn; J 
M. Barringer, N. C; A. R. Melivaine, Pa.; Jacob 
Thompson, Miss ; Charles N. Catheart, ind.; J it. 
Giddings, Onto; Luctus B. Peck, Vt; A. Buckner, 
Ky; R_ H. Johoason, Ack. 

Mileage. — Messrs. H. beicer, Ve.; Tromas Rich- 
ey. ind; Cornelius Warren, N.Y; W. A. Richard 
son, lilinorws. Jas. S Green, Mo. 

Engraving — Messrs L. C. Levin, Pa.; H.C. Mur. 
phs.N Y; Greeu Adams, Ky. 

Revival of unfinished business —Mes+rs J W Horn- 
beck, Pa ; FN. Lurd, N. 7s tiale, Mass., ws 
Turner. Ulineis; H. U.-L. Hell, Teon. 

Public lands —Messrs J. Coliaoer, Vt., A. H 
Stephens, Ga; J. A. MeClernand, liliwot; O Dar- 
cai, Ky.; R. Brodbead, Pa; H. Putinan, N. ¥; J 
Jumesop, Mo; Alexanver Evans, Md.; N. R. N. 
Cobb-, Ala. 

Post « ffices and post roads —Messrs Wm. L. Gog- 
gin, Va; J. M. Moot, Obi; Chas. Brown, Pa; D B 
Si. Jonn, N.Y; Jno. 8. Pheips, Mo.; E:ijat: Eu ovee, 
la.; George N Jove-, Teon.; Adratbsa Lincoin, fii ; 
D. 8S. Raofliacn, texas. 

District of Columbia —J. G. Chapman, Md.; T. A. 
Toimadge, N. X., Jas. McDowell, Va; W. Barrow, 
Tenn.; Ociandy B Ficklin, lilinoix; Wa. Henry, 
Vi; A.D. Sims, 58.C; Tt. O, Edwards, Obiv; LB. B 
Thursivn, R. |. 

Judiciary.— Messrs J. R. Ingersell, Pa.; George 
Ashuwun, ass; Jonu Pett, la., N. KR. Holi, N Y; 
J.W. Lompki, N. Y¥.; James Dixon, Ct.5 HW. R 
French, Kentucky; J. L. Taylor, Onio; R K. Meave 
Va. 

Revolutionary claims.— Messrs. D. P. King, Ma-s.; 
C. Butier, Pa.; F. W. Bourdon, Aia.; RL. Rose, 
N. Y¥.; A. iver-ou, Ga.; D. Outlaw, N. C.; Jona. D. 
Morris, Ohio; Wm. A. Newell, N. J., E. K.S wart, 
Me. 

Private land claims.— Messrs John Gayle, Ala; Jno. 
E. Bradiey, Pa.; J. B. Bowlin, Mo.; M. W. Wick, 
In.; D. Ramsey, N. Y.; J. H. Hannanson, La; P. 
W, Tompkins, Miss; R. S. Canby, Onio; A. Juhn- 
son, Tenn. 

Public expendiiures.— Messrs Thos. L. Ciingwman, 
N.C.; Jui» Sironm, Pa; Heary Bedinger, Va; A. 
Hale, Mass.; W. P. Hall, Mo; John N. Joves, Ga; 
E. La Sere, La.; F. Clark, Mame; U.S. Conger, 
N. Y. 

Naval affairs.— Messrs. I]. B. King, Georgia, J. E. 
Hoimes, 8. C.; R.C. Schenck, Olio; H. White, N. 
¥.; J. H. Bayley, Virginia; L. C. Levin, Pennsyiva- 
nia; F. P. Stanton, Tennessee; E. D. Cabell, Fia.; 
A. Tuck, N. H. 

Foreign affurs — Messrs T. Smith, Coon.; H. N. 
Hitiiard, Aia.; C. J. Ingersoll, Pa.; George P. Maisi, 
Vi; KR. B. Riett, S. C.; John S. Penuleton, Virgtnia.; 
Wiiliaa Duer, N. ¥. R. McCicliand, Michigan; D. 
Duvean, Oni. 

Revolutionary pensions.—N. W. Cocke, Tenn.; P. 
K. Silvester, Ky.; J. D. Cummins, Onto; Jobo Nee- 
dies, Pa; ‘I’. &. Bucocke Va.; R. S. Douneli, N.C ; 
David Hammond, Me.; N. Strong, Pa.; 5. Lawrence, 
N. Y¥. 

Invalid pensions.— Messrs. Henry Ne-s, Pa.; A. 5. 

















Geo. N. Eckhart, Pa.; Jas. S. Wiley, Maine, Geo. 
Petrie.N. :. 

Roads and canals.— Robert C. Schenk, Ohio; E. B., 
Holmes, N. ¥; Robert Smith, Il.; Alex. Irvin, Pa.; 
A. W.H. Clapp, S. C;O. Peyton, Ky. W. A. Newell 
N. J;Job Mann, Pa. 

Patents.—Messrs John N. Farrelly, Pa.; N. B. 
McClay. N. ¥.; Thos. J. Henly, Ind.; John N. Jones, 
Ga.; J. K Miller, Ohio. 

Public buildings — Messrs John W. Houston, Del; 
W. B. Preston, Va.; James J. Faran, Ohio; Roberts 
M. McLane, Md.; Gideon Reynolds, N. Y. 

Joint library commiitee—Messrs J. Q. Adams, 
Mass.; NB. Preston, Va; H. C. Murphy N. Y. 

Agriculture.— Messrs § Llugh White, N. Y.; A. H. 
Shepherd, N. C.; Wm. Sawyer, Ohio: J. G. Palfrey. 
Mass; J.N Harris, Ala.; William Rockhill, Ind.; i. 
Belcher, Me; Wm. Thompson, Iowa; J. J. Stinger- 
land, N. Y. 

Militia —Messrs. John B. Thompson, Ky.; James A. 
Black 8.C.; J Blanchard, Pa.; R.M. McLane, Md.; 
J M. Hully, N. Y.; C.H. Peaslee. N H; R. T.L. 
Beale, Va.; W. L. Featherstonhaugh, Miss.; Rodolph 
Dickinson, Ohio. 

Territories —Mezers. Caleb B. Smith, In.; Robert B. 
Cranston, R.1.; Howell Cobb, Ga.; Julius Rockwell, 
Mass.; James J hnson, Pa.; Daniel Gott, N. Y.; Isaac 
= Morse, La.; Nathan Evans, Ohio; Timothy Pillsbury, 

exas. 

Expenditures of the state department.— Messrs. D. M. 
Barrivver, N.C.; John H Crozier, Tenn.; Sam. Lahm, 
Ohio; James Dixon. Conn ; William Collins, NY. 








Treasury department.—- Messrs. Joseph M. Root, Ohio; 
R.S. Dewnell, N.C.; Osiurn Birdsall, N. ¥.; Ayleit 
Buckner, Ky.; U.S. Featherston,- Miss. 

War Department— Messrs. John H Crosier. Tenn., 
R W. Thompson, Ia.; Wm. Kennon, Jr. Ohio; D. 
S. Jack-on. N. Y.; Abraham Lincoln, Lilinois. 

Accounts— Messrs Linn Boyd, Ky ; D. S. Gregory, 
N.J;G A.Starkweather, N. ¥.; Wm. Kennon, Jr., 
Otue; Wm. Henry, Vt. 

Expenditures of navy department—Messrs. P. N. 
T: mokins, Miss; N. Boycon, N.C; N. B. McClay, 
N. Y.; BL. Ciark, Ky.; A. Tuck, N. J. 

Post Office department— Messrs. Jas. Wiison, N. H ; 
O Keilogg, N. Y.; E. E Steuart, Mich.; 8S. Leffler, 
low a; Joho B Thompson, Ky. 

Post Office buildings— Messrs. E. C. Cabell, Florida; 
Jas. G. Hampton, N J.; Wm. Sawyer, Ohi; E. B 
Hvoimes, N. ¥.; W. A. Richardson, Ili. 

Enrolled bills— \iessrs. Jas. G. Hampton, N. J.; J. 
L. Robivsen, la. 

NAVY JOURNAL. 
List of naval officers who died in the gulf within the 
past year. 
Midshipmen Wingate Pilsbury, drowned. 
) en Edward Carmichael, fever. 


66 T. B Shubrick, kitied at Vera Cruz. 
a E.iward Storer, fever. 
Passed Mid. Jotio Ro Hy nson, drown: d. 
" Heury A. Clemson, do. 
“ Richara Ailison, fever. 
“6 Charles Waddell, do. 
ss Fr der’k W Colby, do. 
Lieutenant Charities W. Morris, killed at Tabasco. 
“ James L Parker, fever. 
¢ Chas. W. Chauncey, do. 
“e Spencer G. Gist, — do. 
Capt. marines, Caivin Edson, do. 
Surgeon John A. Kearny, do 


Passed Asst Surgeon, Capt. J. Bates, fever. 

‘ “ J. Howard Smith, do. 
Assistant Surgeon, —— Delaney, do. 
Purser Andrew D. Crosby, killed at Laguna. 
[North American. 


OFFICIAL— MILITARY CONTRIBUTIONS. 


Treasury department, November 16, 1847. 
Sin: With a view to augment the aulitary contri- 
butions now collected by the depariments of war 


March Jest, | recommend that the export duly ex- 
acied before the war by the government of Mexico 
be now collected at the port of exportation, by the 
same officers of the army or navy of the United 
States in the Mexican ports in our possession «ho 
wre suthorized to collect the import duties; abolish- 
ing, however, the prohibition of export established 
iu certain cases by the Mexican government, as also 
all interior transit duties; dispensing also with the 
necessity of any certificate of having paid apy duty 
tu the Mexican government, 

The export duty would then be as follows: on— 

Gold, coined or wroug: t, three per cent. 

Siiver, colmed, $ix per cent. 

Siiver, wrought, with or without certificate of 
having paid any duly to the ‘“exican goveiument, 
seVeu per cent. 

Silver, refined or pure, wrought or in ingots, with 
or without Certificate of having paid the Mexican 


been concentrated at El Passo. 


vember, that a revolution has broken out in Bo 
against Bolivian and in favor of Velasco. 


bearing the pendant of Com. biddle, was at Valpe 
raiso on the 26th October lately from California 
The commodore was on shore, staying at the 
rican hotel. 
ber Ist, and then sail for the United States. — 
Crump, of Virginia, American minister, reside 
Chili, was to return in her, as also E. K. Dorr, © 


three per cent. 

Silver, unwrought, or in a state of ore, 
cow Id ] 

here gold or silver, in any form, is 
any interior Mexican city in sar military Poet fro 
the export duty must be paid there, to the offices 
the United States commanding; and his certificat, . 
such prepayment must be produced at the Mesi. “ 
port of exportation, otherwise a double duty will b 
collected upon the arrival of such gold or Silve . 
the Mexican port of exportation. Whenever it : 
practicable, all internal taxes, of every descrip; : 
whether upon person or property, exacted by the 
government of Mexico. or by any debartment, toy ‘ 
or city thereof, should be collected by our militar’ 
Officers in possession, and appropriated as 3 militer 
contribution towards defraying the expenses of th, 
war; excluding, however, all duties on the transit of 
goods from one department to another, which duties 
being prejudicial to revenue and restrictive of the 
exchange of imports-for exports, were abolished 5 
your order of the 31st of March last. ] 
Yours, moat respectiully, 
R. J. WALKER, 
Secretary of the treasury, 


To the Present. 
November 16, 1847. 

The modifications and military contributions, a 
above recommended by the secretary of the treagy. 
ry, are approved by me; and the secretary of war 
and the secretary of the navy will give the props 
orders to carry them into effect. 
JAMES K. POLK. 





Santa Fx.—A number of recruiting officcrs hare 
reached St. Louis on the 16th bringing Santa Fe 
dates to the 20th October. They suffered severely 
from cold and hunger on their way in. Their object 
is to obtain B00 recruits, necessary to fill up ihe 
ranks oj the Tilimois aud St. Louis battalions, deaths 


having been daily of occurrence. 


Col. Giipin had arrived with his battalion. Col, 
Price vas at Walnut Hillis, aud expected to reach 
Santa Fe about the Ist of December. 

Ffieen hundred Awerican troops and 12 pieces of 


artillery were to be despatched against Crihuabua, 
and three companies were already on the road, but 
had halted below Albuquerque waiting reinforce- 


ments, agit was rumored that the Mexicans had 
The Avwerican 


truops will undoubtedly meet with a stubbcrn resi 


tance either there or at Chihualiua. 





“REVELLING IN THE HALLS OF THE Montezomas.” 
A private, acting as cierk for Generai Pieree, 
writes: 

“Our men are assassinated here in the city nighily 
by the Mexican renegadoes, who muke a practice of 
killing all they come across who do not happen to 
have any arms aboutthem. They do nut always 


come oul right, for jast night one of our men was 
stabbed at the theatre, and the 2d dragoons turned 


outand killed about tweuty Mexicsns before they 


could be stopped. This is the state of things ia te 


city at the present time. : 

“To let you know how battle and sickuess have 
thinned the army now in Mexico city, I will stale 
one instance of my own company, which consisted 


of ninety-five good men when we started trom To'e: 
do, but is now reduced to about sixteen men for 
duty, the remainder being either in the hospital of 
dead.” 





From tue Paciric. An arrival at N. York from 


Santa Martha, with overland dates from Chili and 
| Peru, brings frightful accounts of the destruction 
aud of the navy, under your order of the 31st of! aacioned by the earthquake, of which we had pre- 
vious accounts from Mexico. ' 
which Ocatlan, in Mexico, was destroyed, Coquimbe 
suffered extremely, and several towns were dest) 
ed. The oscillation of the earth was awful. 
the stones in the rivers were raised from their 
and thrown to a distance. 


On the same day 


veo 


7th No 


There was a report current at Lima on svi 
1 


The ship of the line Columbus, Captain Wymat, 


She was to remain till after Nove 
pt in 








Fulion, Va; George Fries, Quo; N TV. Lawrence, N. 
Y4 A. W. Venabie, N. C.; R. A. Thompson, Va.; 


gerverumMenl dul), seven per cent. 





formerly American consul for the city of V#P 


eh ———— 
Gold, unwrought, or in the state of ore or dua 
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